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COMMUNITY SPIRIT BRINGS FINGAL VALLEY TOGETHER 

The bushfires which started in late December brought home to many people just how vulnerable they are, but also 

showed how community spirit connects people in times of crisis.  With Mangana in danger of being razed to the 

ground by an approaching fire, the TFS and other services sprung into action, going door to door to speak to 

people, to give them advice as to whether they should stay and defend, or pack and evacuate.  The Break O’Day 

council requested that the Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House be opened as an evacuation centre, and sent staff to 

Fingal to assist those who had been evacuated.  The Fingal Fire Brigade manned appliances in Mangana, ready to 

defend any property in danger of catching alight, and local businesses prepared for the influx of residents from the 

threatened town, as most residents fled the approaching flames. 

Hot embers and ash from the fire at Mangana started spot fires in a number of properties within the greater Fingal 

township, including one in a paddock in Robert Street, and then ignited bush on Mount Malcolm, which grew to be 

a major threat to properties on the edge of Fingal, especially at the side of Bare Rock.  For the next few days, the 

threat of destruction by fire hung over the townships of Mangana and Fingal, with no-one being allowed to return 

to Mangana.  The road to Mangana was closed, but families who had been parted by normal holiday activities were 

re-united, and after assessing the situation, the authorities called in fire-fighters from most parts of the state.  The 

sound of spotter planes and fire-fighting helicopters filled the air, and fire-fighting appliances patrolled the streets 

of Fingal, ready to respond to any emergency.  Police and SES members played their part, too, dealing with trees 

brought down by fire on roads, controlling traffic, and investigating the cause of the original fire at Calders Road, 

Mangana. Regular meetings kept us up to date with the situation and people did what they could to keep alert, and 

watch out for others.  The possibilities were frightening, and  sleep evaded many people for a while.  

Through this all, people offered accommodation food, drinks, clothes and toys for evacuees, along with places for 

people to take their pets.  Neighbours checked on each other, made sure the elderly neighbours knew what was 

happening, offered assistance as it was needed and worked together to make sure that no-one was isolated.  One 

local business took on the role of feeding the fire-fighters and support crews, closing to the public for the duration.  

Large quantities of food were sent out from Launceston, and made available to anyone who needed it. 

Volunteers assisted people to fill in forms, counselled and spoke to anyone who needed it, and did anything they 

could to relieve the stress and trauma of the situation.  An appeal for 

information regarding the ignition of this and  a number of recent small fires 

was made, and the media told our story to the rest of Tasmania.  A collective 

sigh of relief was heard when the residents of Mangana were able to return to 

their properties, and as the pressure eased, life returned to normal.  Now, 5 

weeks later, the fires are still going, but the threat of destruction has all but 

gone. 

         Continued page 3 
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ADVERTISING RATES  -  2019 

 

Valley and East Coast Voice Inc.  

Advertising rates for all community groups 

Regular articles i.e. news of current activities/events and general  

information will, at the discretion of the Editor, be carried free of 

charge.  Community group announcements up to 5 lines or business 

card size are free, anything larger will be charged at 50% of current 

rates. The decision regarding whether or not an article attracts  

advertising fees is the Editor’s. Groups will be advised of any cost  

before going to print. 

Private community announcements/private classifieds are free for 

one issue.   

Annual posted subscriptions are $69 and annual online subscriptions 

are $20.   

Articles for publication may be left at the St Marys Pharmacy, posted 
or emailed.   

We do not accept responsibility for the accuracy of information  

provided by contributors.  

For online advertising or any other advertising queries, please  

contact the editor. 

valleyvoice@fvnh.org.au 

03 6374 2344  

PO Box 322  Fingal  Tasmania  7214  

24 HOUR EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS 

Abuse & Assault Services 1800 737 732 

Ambulance, Fire & Police  000 

Crime Stoppers  1800 333 000  

Digital Mobile Phone Emergency Service 112 

Poisons Information 13 1126 

SES:  Flood & Storm  emergencies 13 2500 

TasNetworks 13 2004 

TasWater  13 6992 

Business Card Size ads $15 

Intermediate ads $18 

1/4 Page ads $25 

1/2 Page ads $40 

Full Page ads $60 

Permanent Classified ads $20p.a 

Opinions in any letters published are not 

necessarily those of the Editor and committee, or 

volunteer staff.  

Our pages remain open to fair and honest criticism 

so that, on all questions, both sides may be 

presented, but any submissions containing 

personal attacks/libel/slander will not be 

accepted.  

Kindly do not attack the Editor, the paper or the 

authors of previous articles.  

All articles for submission, including letter to the 

Editor, must bear the author ’s full name, town of 

residence, address and phone number.  The 

address and phone number will not be published 

but are for verification purposes only.  Letter 

writers will be given the chance to respond over a 

suitable period of time.   

Subjects may be closed at the Editor ’s discretion.  

Please make sure of your facts. Do not write 

submissions just to let off steam.   

Articles most commonly published are those 

relating to current community issues.  

Keep articles short, simple and to the point.  

Letters are restricted to 300 words or fewer.  

The Editor reserves the right to edit any 

submission for grammar, spelling or reduction in 

size where necessary.   

The Valley and East Coast Voice Inc. reserves the 

right at all times, without notice, to update, 

change or amend our guidelines. All information is 

correct at time of printing.  Whilst we value and 

welcome community input, the Valley and East 

Coast Voice Inc. does not provide specific 

feedback regarding any decision made not to 

publish a submission.  

MEALS ON WHEELS 

Do you know you don’t just have to be elderly or sick 

to receive meals on wheels?  

You can also select from a 3 course down to a one 

course meal. You don’t even have to get them every 

day... you decide when and how often. 

Are you interested or have further questions? Call 

Alana at the St Marys Health Centre on 6387 5555 and 

see if you are eligible or to discuss your options. 

Home-style meals are made on site at the Health 

Centre daily. Pick-up and delivery available. 

St Marys Meals on Wheels cover from Scamander to 

Bicheno and as far as Fingal and surrounding area.  

mailto:valleyvoice@fvnh.org.au
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BREASTSCREEN TASMANIA TAKES OUT NATIONAL AWARD 

Tasmania has top breast screening services 

The Gutwein majority Liberal Government is committed to building a better health system for all Tasmanians, which is why it is 

great to see that the caring staff at BreastScreen Tasmania are being recognised at a national level for the incredible job they 

carry out across the State, in providing a vital early breast cancer detection service. 

According to the nation’s accreditation body, Tasmanian women are receiving the highest quality life-saving breast screening 

services in Australia.  At a ceremony in Hobart on 10th January, 2020, BreastScreen Tasmania was presented with the top level 

of accreditation – Accredited with Commendation – never before achieved by any state-wide service in Australia. 

The national accreditation committee congratulated BreastScreen Tasmania on its outstanding performance across all national 

standards.  Areas of particular note contributing to this success was the service’s vigorous, integrated governance and 

management framework, and strong client focus.  The service also won praise for its quality improvement and strong 

community partnerships that give women in regional, rural and outer metropolitan areas ready access to screening.  

It is timely to remind Tasmanian women aged between 40 and 74 that they should be undertaking regular breast screening 

mammograms, and that no referral is needed to access the life-saving services through BreastScreen Tasmania. 

More than 34,000 Tasmanian women attend BreastScreen Tasmania for screening every year. However, more than 50,000 

women do not have their recommended breast cancer screening mammogram every two years. 

A screening mammogram is a simple 10-minute test that can find cancer in its early stages when it can be successfully treated. 

Importantly, this ensures timely diagnosis of breast cancers and can save lives. 

BreastScreen Tasmania has clinics in Hobart and Launceston, and two mobile 

clinics that visit rural and regional centres. 

Attorney General and Liberal Member for Clark Elise Archer; Gail Ward, Director 

Population Screening and Cancer Prevention, BreastScreen Tasmania; and Dr Julie 

Thompson, National Chair, BreastScreen Australia Quality Management Committee 

are pictured with the award. 

At the media event, Attorney General Elise Archer said:  “This is a really significant 

award for Tasmania to receive and indeed for our health system, which aims 

always to provide the highest quality service to Tasmanians. We know that breast 

cancer is the second highest killer of women in Australia and so it is vitally important that Tasmanian women receive the 

highest quality service.  A national award is significant for a small state like Tasmania, and it points to the fact that we have 

made the service available to so many Tasmanians.  As well as the bases in Hobart and Launceston, there are two mobile units 

that visit 32 locations around the State, including the King and Flinders Islands. So this covers a significant area of rural and 

regional Tasmania.” 

Kim Roberts, Screening Recruitment and Cancer Prevention Officer with BreastScreen Tasmania said: 

“I was diagnosed in 2013, via Westbury in Tasmania. The service I received was amazing, right from the assessment process. It 

made me realise how important breast screening is, and looking after yourself.  Once you have a life changing experience, it 

does make you step back and assess things. Early detection is so important. You might feel well, and you could be walking 

around with a cancer that you don’t even know. And that’s why screening mammograms are so important.”  

Continued..   

I call the way that everyone worked together “community Spirit” and I think it was amply demonstrated at this time.  To try to 

thank everyone who helped at this time would be impossible, but I think that a good way to show our appreciation would be 

for us to continue to help anyone we can, and to respond in like manner when we see a need for help.  By working together, 

we showed how disaster doesn’t have to mean despair, and that when each person does their best to do their part, great 

things can happen. 

Mangana and Fingal demonstrated that community spirit is alive and very well here in the Fingal Valley. 



The Valley and East Coast Voice 52.01 6th February 2020 

4 

 

ST MARYS CHRISTMAS PARADE 

The St Marys Christmas Parade 2019 was once again a great success, with about 100 floats and 

bikes making their way along the main street on Christmas Eve, 2019.  

The float judged to be the best was “Jesus and Me”, which was entered by the Salvation Army. 

 

The second place was won by Vicki Miller and her family, and 

featured a gingerbread house, with third prize going to Paul and Genevieve Aulich, with their 

“Giant Santa” entry. 

All children that rode a decorated bike or scooter in the parade also 

received a gift. 

After the parade, a street party was held, at which  the children enjoyed a jumping castle, face painting 

and hair chalk.  Adults and children also enjoyed the free lollies, chips, 

Icy poles and drinks. There were giveaways for all age groups including adults. 

As usual Santa made an important visit on the day and the children got to share their 

Christmas wishes with him. 

The raffle was drawn with  Robyn Miller winning the Giant Christmas Stocking, Janet 

Drummond taking the Christmas Hamper home, third prize of a Beach Hamper going to Ox Bryan, and Polly B  winning 4th 

prize, a Fuel Voucher. 

We would like to thank everyone that supported the day whether it be through donations, sponsorship or helping out on the 

day.  It’s this continued support that ensures the event will continue. 

To keep up to date with what is happening or if you would like to help out in any way, you can follow us on our Facebook page; 

St Marys Christmas Eve Celebrations.  
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CLEAN CRACK      

LAUNDROMAT 

Coin Operated  

Washers and        

Dryers 

Open 7 Days 

32 Main St 

 St Marys 

OPENING HOURS,                        

APPROXIMATELY 

SAME AS COACH 

HOUSE RESTAURANT 
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Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House Christmas Parade 2019 

Sunday 22nd December saw the annual Christmas Parade held at Fingal. Many children 

and family members came dressed for the occasion, bringing along their decorated 

bikes, motorbikes and floats, to join in the traditional parade walk from the local fire 

brigade to the Neighbourhood House. A big thank you to Santa for being the headline 

act, and the fire brigade for transporting him, and the Police and SES for keeping the 

road safe. The afternoon got underway with some excited faces when Santa arrived 

and prizes were awarded for best children’s costumes, best decorated bike, best 

decorated float and best light display. Choosing a winner was very difficult for the 

judges, but after some discussion our costume winners were decided in the following categories: 

10-12 boys - Byron Woods  7-9 boys- Levi Woods 3-6 boys - Zayne Rhodes 0-3 boys -Tarkyn Burn 

10-12 girls - Ava Howorka  7-9 girls - Layla Woods 3-6 girls- Asha Woods 0-3 girls - Shanika McDonald 

Best decorated bike was ridden by Emily Barnes and the best float - “Reindeer On Strike” - was entered by Lynden Howorka 

and his family.  The best light display was judged to be that of David Reece and his family.  A very big thank you to our judges, 

Elizabeth Death and Keri Webb, we know your job wasn’t an easy one!!!  

Children enjoyed the jumping castle, face painting, spray-on tattoos and lolly 

giveaways from Santa. Adults were not forgotten either, as they tried their 

luck on the chocolate wheel for some great prizes and thank you to the St. 

Mary’s Sports Club for donating the chocolate wheel. With One Voice Choir 

singing Christmas carols throughout the evening, while people enjoyed the 

tasty barbeque cooked by our annual volunteers Shirley, Pauline and 

Julieanne, with newcomers Lesley & Janet only too kind to lend a hand. A 

fantastic effort once again ladies, and thank you. 

As the night drew to a close, there was one final procedure that everyone in 

attendance was waiting for, the draw of the raffle of the fantastic Christmas stocking.   Carol Singline went home a happy 

winner, and the night came to a close. 

Like all great community events, it would not happen without sponsors or volunteers. We would like to give a big thank you to 

our sponsors: Cement Australia, Fingal Pastoral, Rigby Shearing, St. Mary’s Pacing Club, Andrew Johns, John Lowe’s Garage, 

Chelle’s Place, St. Mary’s Coach House, Kelly Weedon Hair Dressing, Fingal LPO, White Sands, Hogs Breath, Ruth Miller and 

Fingal Quilting Club.  

Finally to our Christmas Parade Committee  Gary Barnes, Kristen Woods, Sommer Howorka, Emma Woods, Melanie Woods and 

Renee Woods, a big thank you, as planning and organising starts long before Christmas, and your time and effort is much 

appreciated. Thank you and see you next year. 
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The Say by the “Cage Rattler” 
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A BARBIE FOR THE FIRIES 

An appreciation BBQ was held with supplies that were largely donated, for the fire fighters at the old 

Forestry Commission building in Legge Street on Monday, January 13th, 2020.  The cooking and 

preparation was done by volunteers from Break O’Day Council and the Fingal Valley Neighbourhood 

House:  

John Brown, Chris Hughes, Tom Brady, Gary Barnes, Louisa Rhodes were the busy cooks and waiters with 

salads also prepared by Liz Hartley. 

The “goodies” for the fire fighters to eat were          

supplied or donated by:  

• IGA Fingal (John & Barbara),  

• Woolworths Launceston,  

• Cheesecake Shop Launceston 

• Foodbank 

• Loaves and Fishes 

The BBQ was a very special “thank you” to the firefighters on behalf of the community which they were 

defending.  The fighters themselves couldn’t come in “en masse” to be fed but as their shifts allowed.  

They were fed with beef burgers, vegie burgers, sausages, salmon, foil-wrapped potatoes, green salad, 

and coleslaw, and sour cream also available.  There were also some was delicious cakes!  The fire fighters 

were appreciative of the food which, I would imagine, was better than that which was hastily eaten whilst 

on the fire-line. There were quite a few smiling faces amongst the diners as they relaxed whilst eating. It 

was even possible to cater for a fighter who was intolerant of gluten 

(celiac disease) which just goes to show that, despite their own problems 

the volunteer fire fighters are prepared to defend  their community at any 

time. There were, of course, fire-fighters from many organisations such as 

SES, Parks & Wildlife and Sustainable Timber Tasmania. 

We owe a lot to both the fire-fighters and the helicopter pilots who 

worked so hard and for such long shifts.  The men and women who 

volunteer as firefighters must undergo strict training in order to qualify at 

risking their lives fighting fires. 

Similarly, helicopter pilots must meet rigorous training criteria in order to qualify first as pilots, then 

further training to become effective water bombing pilots, flying over the actual areas of burning forest or 

other affected areas where visibility is much reduced takes both skill and nerve. 
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Libraries  

Fingal Library:           (Not part of State Library) 

Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House,  Talbot Street   Ph  6374 2344   

Mon, Wed & Fri 9am - 3pm Tue & Thurs 9am - 12pm  Adult’s and children’s books, magazines, DVDs. 

UNITING CHURCH 

SERVICE TIMES 

FINGAL 

1st and 3rd Sunday of month—9.30 am 

2nd and 4th Sunday of month—11.15 am 

Service times are also on notice board at front of church. 

Phone 6374 2157 

ANGLICAN CHURCH  

SERVICE TIMES  

contact  6376 1144 

St Helens 

St Paul’s:    9.30am  every Suday 

58 Cecilia Street, St Helens 

On 5th Sundays;  combined service with Uniting 
Church & Christian Fellowship 

St Marys 

 Holy Trinity:   9.30am cuppa, 10.00am  every 
Sunday 

13 Main Street, St Marys 

Pyengana 

 St Michael & All Angels:  7.30pm   4th Sundays  only 

28007 Tasman Highway, Pyengana  

 

Harris Funerals 
St Helens, Bicheno & Fingal Valley 

We are here when you need us. 

Burial or cremation, traditional or  

unique funeral services available. 

Office & Chapel:  

46 Tully Street St Helens 

6376 1153 ~ 0418 133 420 
tamara@harrisfunerals.com.au 

Member of the  

Australian Funeral Directors Association 

tel:0363742222
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Listen Up! The Hearing Australia Bus is coming to the East Coast! 

The Hearing Australia bus is touring the East Coast to offer free hearing checks and raise hearing health awareness in the local 

community. 

With a 12-strong fleet of Hearing Australia buses, the mobile hearing service has provided 

over 175,000 free hearing checks in communities across Australia since the first bus service 

launched in 20091.  Hearing Australia buses travel around the country, not only visiting busy 

city centres, but also smaller regional towns where it might be difficult for people to get 

their hearing checked. The bus also stops by retirement villages and aged care facilities to 

make it easier for people to have their hearing checked. 

The team at Hearing Australia want to help people take control of their hearing health and 

experience the joy of sound in all aspects of their life.  

Healthy hearing is a big part of life. It keeps us connected to the people and life we love. Good hearing plays a significant role 

in helping people stay active, happy and involved in the world around them.  An estimated 3.6 million Australians are affected 

by hearing loss, and this is projected to more than double to 7.8 million by 2060, meaning nearly one in every five Australians 

will be affected2. 

A hearing check is a quick and easy way to help identify if your hearing might not be as sharp as it used to be.  As well as 

having a hearing check, visitors to the Hearing Australia bus can also find information on how to keep their hearing in good 

shape and view a display of easy-to-use hearing devices for around the home. This includes headsets for watching TV and alert 

systems for doorbells.  

Not everyone who is experiencing problems hearing may need a hearing aid. Sometimes people might just need support 

listening to the TV at normal volumes, hearing at noisy social events, or hearing their friends and family on the phone. 

Hearing Australia will provide hearing checks to any interested adults over 18 who visit the bus on the day. The Hearing 

Australia team is on hand to guide you through what your next steps may be to help you rediscover the sounds you love. 

AVOCA - Memorial Hall   Monday, 10 February, 9.00am to 12.00 

3 Falmouth Street    No booking needed. 

 

FINGAL - Integrated Living    Monday 10 February, 1.00 pm to 4.00 pm 

29 Talbot Street    No booking needed 

 

ST MARYS - Outside Pharmacy  Tuesday 11 February, 9.00 am to 3.30 pm 

44 Main Street    Phone 6372 2844 to book a hearing test. 

 

SCAMANDER - Scamander Pharmacy Wednesday 12 February, 9.00 to 3.30 pm 

94 Scamander Avenue   Phone 6372 5495 to book a hearing test 

 

ST HELENS -Ochre Medical Centre  Thursday 13 February, 9.00 am to 3.30 pm 

11 Pendrigh Place    Phone 6376 1777 to book a hearing test 

 

ST HELENS - Super IGA   Friday 14 February 9.00 am to 3.30 pm 

33 Cecilia Street    No booking needed. 

Come along, and see if we can help you hear better! 
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Floor Mats—made from recycled plastic 

Practical—Indoor/outdoor—Mould free  

Hose wash—Contemporary—Casual 

Looks like straw mat—Bright colours 

Indigenous and other designs  

Durable & Portable 

Hard wearing indoor or roll/fold up for 

camping or picnics. 

Priced from $40                                                            

Phone 0474 767 861  -  Scamander 

PAIN? LACK OF ENERGY? ALLERGIES? 

I can help with this and more, using  

Kinesiology, Reset, Reiki and Access Barsâ. 

Bicheno, Mondays; Fingal, Tuesdays;   

St Marys, Thursdays. 

Ph  Bree on 0450 068 328 

 

Work Wanted!  

I am a qualified and experienced Landscape Gardener.  

I have a Certificate III in Horticulture and  

am available to work in the area. 

For more information call Mark on 

0457 168 521 

Moo Poo   

See Normie 

6372 2380 
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 MOBILE PHONES TO BE RESTRICTED IN SCHOOLS 

The Gutwein majority Liberal Government wants to provide the best possible learning environments for each and every Tas-

manian student.  While electronic devices do have a place in learning, we also need to acknowledge the issues that can occur 

when their use is not regulated.  This can include cyberbullying and serious distraction from learning.  That’s why the Govern-

ment will ban the use of mobile phones at Tasmanian Government schools from Term 2 this year, from bell to bell.  

Tasmanian schools currently set their own policy and rules on the use of personal mobile devices by students. This varies be-

tween schools and in some cases between teachers in the same school.  As Minister for Health and Wellbeing I recognise 

schools are places that develop the social and emotional skills of learners and should encourage healthy, positive personal 

interactions. We know that one of the best ways to do this is foster learners’ social connectedness, sense of belonging and 

purpose at school.  We have heard first hand from schools around Tasmania that mobile phone restrictions have helped stu-

dent wellbeing and social connection in class and the school yard, with more face to face talking.   I want this for all Tasmanian 

schools. 

The new policy will be introduced in Term 2 this year, and will apply to students from primary school to Year 12. It will require 

students to have their phones “off and away all day” from the first bell to the last bell.  This policy follows significant consulta-

tion with educators, students and families, and an online survey, which ran earlier this year.  Overall feedback indicated that 

71 per cent thought it was ‘not important’ or ‘not important at all’ for students to have access to personal mobile phones dur-

ing the day; and 58 per cent indicated they had witnessed the adverse impacts from personal mobile phone use in schools, 

such as distraction from learning or accessing social media.  

This new policy also brings Tasmania in line with a number of other states, which have moved to impose restrictions on mobile 

phones.  The rationale for restrictions in other states aligns strongly with our findings, including reducing distraction in the 

classroom, improving learning outcomes for students and tackling cyber-bullying.  Importantly, there will be exemptions made 

for special circumstances, such as where a student needs to monitor a health condition, or is under the direct instruction of a 

teacher for educational purposes.  Years 11 and 12 will retain an ‘opt out’ option, subject to approval and in consultation with 

a school’s School Association.  

This policy is a part of the Gutwein majority Liberal Government’s plan for improving education and student engagement in 

Tasmania. 

Article supplied by Jeremy Rockliff – Minister for Education and Training and Minister for Mental Health and Wellbeing. 
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WHAT NOW WITH THE BUSHFIRES? 

We are all aware that the bushfires are not finished, but many of us are not sure why.  No towns are threatened by 

the fires, so I asked Steve Richardson, Acting Deputy Regional Chief of the Northern District if he could explain 

some of the technical aspects of the situation  This is what he said. 

“The fires in Mangana and Mount Malcolm, north and south of Fingal township, started on Monday 30/12/2019.  

These fires have burnt, in largely inaccessible terrain and cover, an area of approximately 23,065ha through some 

areas of private property and large tracts of State Forest and Future Potential Production Forest. The first fire 

started at Calders Road in the Mangana area, and spotted South-East over the township of Fingal ,to start two 

smaller fires which quickly joined up. To date, the fire to the north is approx. 14,701ha in size with a perimeter of 

107km. The fire to the south is approx. 8,364ha and has a perimeter of 52km. 

Due to the difficult terrain, it took several weeks to construct containment lines around the fire with up to 19 

dozers working with fire crews from the Tasmania Fire Service (TFS), Sustainable Timber Tasmania (STT), Parks and 

Wildlife Services (PWS) and a number of smaller private timber companies. 

During the peak of fire activity, there were around 150 firefighters on the ground daily, supported by dozens of 

other people in the Incident Management Team and logistics support, including personnel from Tasmania Police 

and the State Emergency Service (SES). 

In addition to having to fight this fire in difficult terrain, the weather often played havoc with our crews by being 

too unstable to safely fight the fire, which was incredibly active on the very hot and windy days, or too damp to be 

able to undertake back burning. 

This weather pattern has continued to have effects on firefighting as, recent rainfalls have made driving tracks 

difficult and the continued patrols who are blacking out edges to approx. 60 to 70 metres inside the fire edge have 

struggled to safely gain access to the fire ground. 

Fires on a scale of this size and severity often have other hazards, such as fire damaged trees which can be 

unpredictable to work around, and many areas cannot be accessed safely until the trees have been inspected and 

removed if required. This also has an effect on the public being able to safely return to their own lands to inspect 

damage, as there remains a possibility that some trees may continue to fall for several weeks or months to come.  

Many residents would have become accustomed to seeing the helicopters flying overhead during the past month, 

and while the numbers currently being used have decreased, they still play an important role in spotting hot spots 

from the air, often using thermal imaging cameras, supporting ground crews by water bombing or assisting back 

burning with aerial incendiary devices. 

Currently, the biggest issue facing our teams on the ground is a number of unburnt pockets of vegetation that lay 

between the fire edge and our constructed tracks. It is not always possible to operate machinery close to the fire 

edge and we can often see these pockets of unburnt vegetation that need to be removed at a later time.” 

This means that the fires will continue to burn for some time to come, and we need to be aware that the danger is 

not completely over.  Please be careful when going into the bush which has been burned, and keep your eyes and 

ears open for things like smouldering litter on the forest floor, and branches that may yet fall. 

Fire fighting services are still in our area, including TFS, Sustainable Timber Tasmania, (formerly Forestry Tasmania) 

and Parks and Wildlife, and of course, the helicopters are still flying over the fire sites regularly. 

If you are concerned, call Tasmania Fire Service or 000 to report new smoke where you don’t think it should be. 
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ST MARYS HARDWARE AND GIFTS 

(FORMERLY ST MARYS NEWSAGENCY) 

3 STORY STREET    ST MARYS  7215   PHONE 6372 2143 

OPEN WEDNESDAY TO SUNDAY 8.00 AM-4.00 PM 

(CLOSED MONDAY AND TUESDAY) 

THE BIGGEST RANGE OF HARDWARE, CAMPING AND GIFTS 

IN THE FINGAL VALLEY 

Extended range of gifts 

Toys for children aged 3 and 

above 

Greeting cards 

Great coffee all day 

Valhalla Ice Cream - 9 flavours! 

Kiddie’s cup  $3.00 

Large cup  $6.00 

Single cone  $4.00 

Waffle cone $4.50  

Tools, nails, screws, nuts and 

bolts 

Fencing gear 

Farm gates 

Rope 

Padlocks 

Cement 

Painting equipment 

Stock feed 

Chicken feed 

AND LOTS MORE! 

Camping gear  

Ropes and pegs 

Torches 

Batteries 

Fishing equipment 

Ice  

Bait 

BUT THAT’S NOT ALL……. 

DON’T FORGET TO SEE DANA AND HER FRIENDLY STAFF AT C & D’S IGA 

FOR ALL YOUR NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES 
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FREE GREEN WASTE 
Every Sunday from: 

3 November - 23 February  
You can dispose of your green waste for free at 

the following Waste Transfer Stations: 
St Helens, Scamander and St Marys. 
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CEMENT AUSTRALIA SUPPORTS CHRISTMAS PARADE 

The Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House was visited by Andrew Lohrey on 19th De-

cember 2019, when he presented a cheque to the manager, Gary Barnes, on behalf 

of Cement Australia.  The money was used to help finance the annual Fingal Christ-

mas Parade, and to purchase marquees and portable seating for use in the back yard 

of the Neighbourhood House. 

 “Cement Australia gives grant to various organisations in order to help maintain the 

well-being of the communities in which they are situated.” Andrew said.  “This round, 

there were about 32 applicants, and it is especially good to be able to assist the Fin-

gal Valley Neighbourhood House, as they are an important part of the community.”  He encouraged local organisa-

tions to keep an eye out for the notification of the next round of grants, and to ap-

ply promptly, so they have the best chance of selection. 

Cement Australia employs people locally, in the BlackwoodMine and the washing 

plant at Fingal, which have been an important part of the economy of the Fingal 

Valley for many years.   

Chair of the Fingal Christmas Parade committee, Renee Woods, said, “We would 

like to thank Cement Australia for this grant, which is greatly appreciated, and will 

enable the entertainment after the parade to be free.”  Renee then presented An-

drew with a small gift.  

Cement Australia is also a major sponsor of the Fingal Festival, which is an annual 

drawcard for visitors to Fingal. 

Gary Barnes, Manager of the Fingal 

Valley Neighbourhood House, 

accepts the cheque presented by 

Andrew Lohrey. 

Renee Woods, Gary Barnes & 

Andrew Lohrey 
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1/4 page size 

Ear piercing $27   

includes earrings and solu-

tion with qualified staff 

Bec, Sally and Maddy.  

OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY;  

9.00 am to 5.00 pm 

Pharmacist in store all day. 

Main Street St Marys 

Ph 6372 2844 

Kodak prints from 45¢ 

BLOCKED EARS? 

Specialist Clinicians—Gentle—No syringing—All ages 

MICRO-SUCTION 

WAX REMOVAL CLINIC 

Comfort Clean Ear provides specialist ear cleaning 

using dry and gentle micro-suction. No water, no 

dangerous syringing. Your ears are in good hands at 

Comfort Clean Ear.  

Feel the relief.  Hear the relief. 

Visiting Ochre Medical Centre,  

St Helens 

on 7th April, 2020. 

Phone 1300 380 060 

Comfort Clean Ear 

Micro-suction wax removal clinic 

Home Visits are available on request! 
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St. Mary’s Parish Christmas Raffle  
 
1st.   Prize. Val Waldron 
 2nd.    “.     Helen Rowe 
 3rd.     “.        Paul Byard 
 4th.     “.        Peta Buchanan 
 5th.     “.        Lorraine 
 6th.     “.         Greg 
 7th.     “.         Jerome Smith 
 8th.     “.        Fth. Bala 
 9th.     “.        Grace Clark 
10th.    “.        Margory Whelan 
11th.    “.        Margaret Wallace 
12th.    “.        Norm McCullough 
13th.    “.        Ursula Cassidy 
 
Thank you to everyone who supported our Christmas 
raffle.  Mary Poiesz 

SUN COAST SPINNERS 

Welcome (belatedly) to the new year everyone.   The Sun Coast Spinners usually meet on the third Tuesday 

 of the month, and the next meeting is 18 February, at Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House.  New members  

are welcome. We are not exclusively spinners but knitters, basket weavers, embroiderers and crocheters  

too, so just bring your favourite textile craft and join us from 10am to 2pm. 
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Hospital 
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Hospital 
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“FIND CANCER EARLY” CAMPAIGN COMES TO EAST COAST 

Cancer Council Tasmania is currently running a Find Cancer Early Project in 

St Helens and the greater region. The community education campaign aims 

to raise awareness of the early signs and symptoms of cancer, and 

encourages people to seek medical help if they notice anything unusual. 

Find Cancer Early focuses on the five most common cancers in Tasmania – prostate, breast, skin, bowel and lung – 

which comprise almost 60% of all cancer diagnoses. The campaign will provide important information to help 

people identify potential early symptoms of these five most common cancers.   Find Cancer Early will also 

encourage people to participate in the National Cancer Screening Programs for bowel, breast and cervical cancer. 

The screening programs are for people with no symptoms and who are the eligible age to participate. These simple 

screening tests look for particular changes and early signs of cancer before it has developed or before any 

symptoms emerge. We know that people are more likely to survive cancer if it’s found early.  

The campaign is based on a successful program, developed by Cancer Council WA, and includes face to face 

education sessions, distribution of posters and pamphlets, and social media advertising like the one on the next 

page..  

Cancer Council Tasmania is holding a number of community and workplace presentations in your area, so keep an 

eye out for information about them, and visit www.findcancerearly.com.au or call 1300 65 65 85 for more 

information  

Supported by funding from Tour de Cure  

FISHING REPORT    

The fishing over the last month has been both excellent and disappointing; excellent on the salt water adventures and 

disappointing on our local fresh water fishing in the South Esk, with our river in great need of rainfall to refresh the whole 

system. Sadly the Break O’Day river has now stopped running, with some lower parts of the river now completely dry, and 

one would expect that the aquatic insect life that this river was once famous for will be greatly affected for years to come.  

Saltwater fishing has been excellent with George's Bay really fishing well with large schools of 

salmon, trevally and mackerel busting up all over the place on a recent trip. The salmon were 

caught chasing bait fish almost up on to the sand along Akaroa Beach in front of the children's play 

ground in around only a meter of water, with some anglers catching them from shore and boat. 

Most fish were taken on fly and soft plastic lures cast into the schools of fish. This fishing can be 

very quick and visual, seeing the fish burst up on the surface and the perfect way to introduce 

children to the world of fishing, with them watching for flocks of seagulls feasting on the left-over bait fish. 

Beach fishing has seen flathead, salmon and gummy shark taken from our east coast beaches with many locals and holiday 

makers spending time on the beach to catch a meal of fresh fish, with bait and popping bugs working well. 

Lake fishing has been challenging at Lake Leake, with low water levels and a weed growth bloom 

which has virtually made lure casting impossible. Fly anglers have been having more success, but 

once hooked into a fish, the greater challenge is to bring them to net through the weed abundance, 

as one angler who hooked into six nice-sized trout found, to be able to boat only one successfully. 

Anglers fishing the lakes system west of Liawenee have been having success using  fly-fishing 

techniques, but when fishing this area you need two sets of eyes, one for the fish and one for the 

big glossy tiger snakes that inhabit the area.  

There also has been some reports of prawns of good size taken from some East Coast estuaries, but I value my life too much 

and have been sworn to secrecy to revile the technique or location of these tasty crustations.  

Until next time, tight lines,  
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These advertisement are paid for by the members.  They do not reflect he political views of the FVNH, its staff or volunteers. 
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Crossword  52.01 
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THE BREAK O’DAY COMMUNITY TRIATHLON IS ON THIS WEEKEND! 
 
Now in its third year this fabulous weekend event caters for all ages and you can enter as an individual or as a 
team so why not kick-start 2020 into action and with the following features on offer, you’d be a duffer not to!  
 

Over $7000 worth of prizes/prize money   Craig Mottram supporting all events  
Cavaliers Netball Club participating both days   Very affordable registration costs  
Free Massage for competitors on Sunday   Great visitor and local participation  
Over 60 volunteers supporting events    Closed roads  
Beautiful environment 
 

On Saturday  8th February, the action is at Scamander with the Trystar races 7-9 year old and 10-12 year old races 
starting at 9.00 am, the 5km fun run getting underway at 10.00 am and Australian Olympian Craig Mottram speak-
ing about elite running training for about 15 minutes. 
 
To register for these events go to http://www.active.com/scamander-tas/running/break-o-day-community-

triathlon-saturday-8-feb-2020.  

On Sunday 9th February, the carnival moves to the St Helens Wharf, where the Junior Enticer Triathlon, consisting 

of a 350 metre swim, a 10 km bike ride and a 2.5 km run.  At 9.30, it’s the adults’ turn, with the Adult Enticer Tri-

athlon, consisting of the same individual events as the juniors.  The final race of the carnival, the Sprint Triathlon, 

starts at 10.00.  A 750 metre swim is followed by a 20 km bike ride, with a 5 km run concluding the event.  To reg-

ister for the event on Sunday, go to 

 http://www.active.com/st-helens-tas/triathlon/break-o-day-community-triathlon-sunday-9-feb-2020. 

For details of race rules, course maps and conditions of entry, go to the Launceston Triathlon Club site at; 

http://launcestontriclub.com/break-oday-community-triathlon-8-9-february-2020/  

We’re on Facebook so please visit us: Break O’Day Community Triathlon.  

Lastly, remember that a journey of a thousand steps must begin with a single step. 

Till next time, 

The BODCT Team - wishing you all a fantastic race day experience! 

http://www.active.com/scamander-tas/running/break-o-day-community-triathlon-saturday-8-feb-2020
http://www.active.com/scamander-tas/running/break-o-day-community-triathlon-saturday-8-feb-2020
http://www.active.com/st-helens-tas/triathlon/break-o-day-community-triathlon-sunday-9-feb-2020
http://launcestontriclub.com/break-oday-community-triathlon-8-9-february-2020/
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ST MARYS PACING CLUB GREETS NEW YEAR WITH ANNUAL RACE 

The St Mary’s Pacing Club held its annual race meeting on New Year's Day, which went ahead despite the fires 

raging around our valley.  A successful day of racing and entertainment was had by the large crowd that attended. 

Seven races were all contested by full fields and the meeting was incident-free.  

The St Marys Cup was won by Kool Az Elvis, a horse trained at Beauty Point by young trainer Connor Crook and 

driven by Rohan Hillier. 

Cense Group St Helens and St Mary's Pharmacy were once again the major sponsors of the Race Lady Fashions 

event, with first prize won by Sommer Howorka.  A huge thanks to the sponsors to allow us to put on the event.   

The Junior Fashions On The Field for both boys and girls of various ages was contested, and 

congratulations to the children that participated.  The winner of the girls fashions 6 to 10 

years of age was Lily Woods, the boys 0 to 15 years of age was won by Levi Woods, and the 

11 to 15 year girls was taken by Ava Howorka.  Thanks to the wonderful sponsors who 

donated  towards the junior event, with the surplus allowing us to provide a jumping castle 

and a free raffle for the boys and girls, with great prizes. Those people and businesses are; 

Fingal Pastoral, John and Joan Lowe, Cement Australia, Craig and Dana Cox, Carol’s Swim 

School, Fingal Post Office, Becketts Heavy Plant, St Marys Bakery, and Steve and Kristy 

Austin, SKA Electrical. 

Once again we would like to thank all of our wonderful loyal sponsors who have given their 

sponsorship towards the Race Day. Without these people and businesses, it would be hard to make the day 

continue and survive.   

Out loyal race sponsors were;  

Harris Funerals, St Helens   Mitre 10, St Helens    Gazzmans Home Comforts, St Helens  

6ty Bullock Consulting  Southern Cross Television  Hillys IGA St Marys/ St Helens.    Beachfront Bicheno 

A big thank you for your support.  

The Committee would like to thank all of the hard working volunteers who put up their hand once again to help out 

on the day with the many jobs required, and a special thank you to the kind people with no affiliation to our club 

who offered their time to help out at the last minute, as some of our regular helpers were assisting with the fire 

efforts.  

We would like to congratulate Christine Woods, Andrew Johns, Keri Webb, 

Murray Bennett and Mark Williams, whose efforts were acknowledged with their 

thoroughly deserved Life Membership of our Club. 

We would also like to mention a special thanks to Craig and Dana Cox for helping 

out with the use of their water truck and a huge thanks to Peter McGill for 

putting water on the track for us.  Without their efforts, we would not have been 

able to race, due to the dry conditions making the track unsafe to race on. 

The Club will be having a “thank you” afternoon lunch at a date to be confirmed in February, for all people involved 

in the day; hopefully a date to allow everyone to come along for the club to 

show its appreciation for their efforts.  

Once again, well done everyone on the day.    

Craig Woods, Secretary STMPC.   
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St  Marys  Sports  Centre  News. By: Volen Tier 

Hello to all, and welcome back from the Christmas and New Year break. More busy times at the club with 

the Clive Berwick Memorial Triples game being played, lots of hard work for a few at the club, but thanks 

to all who assisted and especially Drew for putting on the annual carnival. 

There has also been some exciting news around some work to be carried out at the Centre, more details 

will be available soon when we have conformation. We also have a couple of meal nights in the pipeline, 

soon we will see the return of Super Chef Mark Oliver for one of his famous schnitzel nights. These are 

always well supported, so be sure you book early when posters go up, as we have limited seating. 

Bowls News: To pennant news; the tide has turned somewhat on our season.  Firstly a great win by a 

slender margin against Swansea down at their home ground; was a great effort, next we bested 

Bicheno for a win and some valuable points, we then travelled to Scamander and came away with 

another narrow win by just 33 shots over all. Last weekend, Swansea travelled here and inflicted our first 

loss for some weeks.  We were well in front at the lunch break but a couple of showers of rain seemed 

to halt us in our tracks and we were soundly beaten at the end of the game. There will be a chance to 

rebound this Saturday against Bicheno down there and the following week against Scamander at home. 

Thursday night is our traditional practice night which is open to anyone to come along and have a roll, 

either experienced or beginner, all starting around 4pm. 

Golf News: There has been a noticeable increase in the number of people using the course, not only on 

the local scene but quite a few visitors having a round or two as well. There is also a chance that the 

Veteran Golfers will be back in May, first time for many years and great news for our club, more details 

later. On a sour note, sad to see tee bed markers being constantly moved, sheds being accessed and 

greens being ridden over by bikes and scooters; a reminder to children and parents, the course is not a 

playground, lots of hard work from volunteers goes on to keep the greens and surrounds running. Local 

police have been contacted to keep an eye on the situation. 

Our next Crib Night is Friday the 14th February commencing at 6:30pm. Always a great event and very 

competitive. Mark Carrick took out the title last time, and if you are wondering what has happened to 

our reigning World Champ Cookie, the lean trot continues, a drier spell than the drought at present. 

I would like to mention that our club is open for hire for most events, including children's and adults 

birthday parties, community events, weddings and wakes. They are all costed for you and ready to go. 

Sorry, no 16th, 18th or 21st birthdays. 

Bar opening times: Thursday 5:00pm. Friday 5:30pm, Saturday home bowls days 11:30am & Sunday 

2:30pm. 

 For further details contact: 

President-Tamatha 0427332085 Secretary-Macca 0457498641 or 
Treasurer/Licensee-Dawn 0408177285 



The Valley and East Coast Voice 52.01 6th February 2020 

34 

THE VALLEY AND EAST COAST VOICE 

Avoca Post Office 

Avoca General Store 

Fingal Post Office 

Chelle’s Place  -  Fingal 

Hayshed  -  Fingal 

Mathinna Post Office 

Coach House Restaurant  -  St 
Marys 

C & D’s IGA  -  St Marys 

Hilly’s IGA  -  St Marys 

Hilly’s IGA  -  St Helens 

St Helens Newsagency 

Scamander Supermarket 

Mouth Café - Scamander 

The Farm Shed-Bicheno 

  

is available at the following outlets: 

Printed and published by: 

Fingal Valley Neighbour-

hood House Inc. 

PO Box 322   

ISSUE 52.01 

Incorporating  
St Marys Newsagency 
38 Main Street St Marys 

Phone: 6372 2240 

Email: shop@cndiga.com.au 
Open;  Mon-Thurs 7.30 am-6.30pm 

  Sat 7.30am- 6.30pm 

  Sun 8.00am- 6.00pm 

WEEKLY SPECIALS      WEEKLY MANAGER’S SPECIALS 

CARPET CLEANER HIRE & SHAMPOO   WAVERLEY FARM FREE RANGE EGGS 

SODA STREAM PRODUCTS AND EXCHANGE  WAVERLEY FARM WHEAT AND FEED PRODUCTS 

EFTPOS        ICE AND BAIT 

PHONE AND X-BOX CREDIT     GARDEN CARE NEEDS AND CEMENT  

 DUCK RIVER SOFT BUTTER 500g EVERY DAY PRICE $3.99 

TASMANIAN MEATS : FRESH PRODUCE: SENIOR DISCOUNT WEDNESDAYS 

Pet care for dogs, cats, chooks, alpacas, lambs, rabbits, guineas pigs, birds and fish. 

Reliable and friendly local service-Free home delivery to St Marys area. 

Please note: we DO NOT sell tickets for Callows Bus services. 

This week’s answer will be 

here next week! 


