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CONNECT WITH NEW EMPLOYMENT TEAM IN BREAK O’DAY 

A new holistic employment program, Break O’Day Employment Connect (BODEC), was officially launched on 30th 

September.  The program is the result of a comprehensive Skills Audit conducted in 2018, which was completed with 

funding through the Tasmanian Government, and revealed gaps in service delivery in the area.  The project aims to 

connect employers with skilled employees, and to connect jobseekers with meaningful employment, as well as 

identifying and facilitating skills training opportunities, and is designed to complement service providers already 

operating in this space . 

Three positions have been created and funded through the project, which is being 

overseen by Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House Manager Gary Barnes, with a steering 

committee comprising representatives from a number of sectors and the community.  

The board is currently chaired by Break O’Day Council General Manager John Brown.  

“We all hear stories of people missing out on jobs because they weren’t in the know or 

employers can’t find the person they need; this is something this project will deal 

with,” Mr Brown said.  “Assisting both job seekers to secure the job that they want 

and employers to find an employee that they desperately need is a ‘win-win’ for 

everyone, and something we are focussed on.  What we are talking about here are 

barriers to employment; importantly this project has been based on work undertaken 

by TasCOSS and TCCI, who engaged with members of the community, job seekers, and 

the business community, to identify barriers which were being experienced,” he continued.  

“Notably there is a focus on our youth; after all, they are our future and it is vital that we assist them to find 

employment and follow their dreams, enabling them to stay in our local communities.  The focus is not just about youth 

but more broadly to assist job seekers and the under-employed.  At a time where COVID is having a significant impact on 

the futures of many people and businesses, this project is even more vital and its commencement will be a godsend for 

the Break O’Day area,” Mr Brown concluded.     Continued page 3 

John Tucker MP, Cindy Kurtukoff, Steve 

Walley, Claire Bastick, Break O’Day  

Mayor Mick Tucker and Senator Eric 

Abetz, at the launch function at St 

Helens. 
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ADVERTISING RATES  -  2020 

 

Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House 

Valley and East Coast Voice  

Advertising rates for all community groups 

Regular articles i.e. news of current activities/events and general  

information will, at the discretion of the Editor, be carried free of 

charge.  Community group announcements up to 5 lines or business 

card size are free, anything larger will be charged at 50% of current 

rates. The decision regarding whether or not an article attracts  

advertising fees is the Editor’s. Groups will be advised of any cost  

before going to print. 

Private community announcements/private classifieds are free for 

one issue.   

Articles for publication may be left at the Fingal Valley 
Neighbourhood House, St Marys Pharmacy, posted or emailed.   

We do not accept responsibility for the accuracy of information  

provided by contributors.  

For online advertising or any other advertising queries, please  

contact the editor. 

valleyvoice@fvnh.org.au 

(03) 6374 2344  

PO Box 322  Fingal  Tasmania  7214  

Annual posted subscriptions are $69 and annual online subscriptions 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS 

Abuse & Assault Services 1800 737 732 

Ambulance, Fire & Police  000 

Crime Stoppers  1800 333 000  

Digital Mobile Phone Emergency Service 112 

Poisons Information 13 1126 

SES:  Flood & Storm  emergencies 13 2500 

TasNetworks 13 2004 

TasWater  13 6992 

Business Card Size ads $15 

Intermediate ads $18 

1/4 Page ads $25 

1/2 Page ads $40 

Full Page ads $60 

Permanent Classified ads $20p.a 

Opinions in any letters published are not 

necessarily those of the Editor, staff or 

volunteers.  

Our pages remain open to fair and honest 

criticism so that, on all questions, both sides 

may be presented, but any submissions 

containing personal attacks/libel/slander will 

not be accepted.  

Kindly do not attack the Editor, the paper or the 

authors of previous articles.  

All articles for submission, including letter to 

the Editor, must bear the author ’s full name, 

town of residence, address and phone number.  

The address and phone number will not be 

published but are for verification purposes only.  

Letter writers will be given the chance to 

respond over a suitable period of time.   

Subjects may be closed at the Editor ’s 

discretion.  Please make sure of your facts. Do 

not write submissions just to let off steam.   

Articles most commonly published are those 

relating to current community issues.  

Keep articles short, simple and to the point.  

Letters are restricted to 300 words or fewer.  

The Editor reserves the right to edit any 

submission for grammar, spelling or reduction 

in size where necessary.  Whilst we value and 

welcome community input, the Fingal Valley 

Neighbourhood House does not provide specific 

feedback regarding any decision made not to 

publish a submission.  

The Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House  

reserves the right at all times, without notice, 

to update, change or amend our guidelines. All 

information is correct at time of printing.   

This newspaper is about the Fingal Valley and the East 

Coast, and the people who live here.  If you have a story 

you would like to share, or a suggestion for an article or 

regular column, please contact the Editor.  You can 

show off your literary talents and submit it for 

consideration, or the Editor can write it for you.  

Photographs are important too, so try to include them, 

with some information as to where and when it was 

taken, what the occasion was, and who is in it. 

We also like to tell people about our sporting history, 

and tales of sporting prowess and vanished sporting 

events are also welcome.  

Email me at: valleyvoice@fvnh.org.au 

Editor, the Valley and East Coast Voice 

mailto:valleyvoice@fvnh.org.au
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BREAK O’DAY EMPLOYMENT CONNECT OFFICIALLY LAUNCHED  

Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House Manager Gary Barnes said that after many months of planning and finalising the program’s 

structure and wading through over 30 applicants for the positions, he was looking forward to being able to see the BODEC 

team in action.  “There were some really great applicants for these roles, but after a comprehensive selection process, I could 

not be happier and more confident in the new team,” he said. “We all really believe in this project and the team are all 

dedicated to finding solutions, creating opportunities and reporting real outcomes.”   

Three employees have been appointed, all from the Break O’Day region, led by Project Manager 

Steve Walley, who has 35 years’ experience within the Tasmanian Education Department in 

various roles, and is also well known in the community for his volunteer roles with the St Marys 

and St Helens Community Bank and the East Coast Swans Football Club.  Based on his 

experience, Stephen will bring strong leadership and focus on teamwork to the program and his 

highly motivated to see real outcomes from the project.  He said: “Developing the capacity of 

others, especially within team environments, has been a high priority and motivation for me. I 

look forward to working with the team to find new approaches to achieve improved outcomes 

for the whole community.”  

Claire Bastick is the new Jobseeker Connector, and will be working directly with job seekers.  Claire is an approachable and 

friendly person who has 15 years’ experience in the Customer Service sector working 

for Government organisations like Centrelink and Housing Tasmania as well as with 

advocacy organisations working with homelessness, youth services and more.   She will 

bring a strong sense of compassion and an eagerness to genuinely connect and support 

jobseekers find a meaningful employment solution that works for them.  “I can't wait to 

jump right in and help the community kick some goals! I am a new face in town and 

hope to bring some new ideas, enthusiasm, and I'm not afraid to have a go,” Claire 

declared.  

Cindy Kurtukoff, who is BODEC’s Employee Connector, will be working directly with BOD 

employers to help them find the right staff.  Cindy has a diverse background well suited 

to this role including experience in a variety of industries including hospitality, tourism, 

banking and retail. She is a real people person, who is amiable and outcome focussed, 

and has said that she is really looking forward to supporting local businesses and exploring opportunities for regional 

development. “Small communities do not work the same as cities and the development of this project will strengthen our 

community as we will focus on a personalised approach to employment.  I look forward to seeing our municipality prosper 

through a thriving work force,” Cindy affirmed.  

The main office  for Break O’Day Employment Connect is situated at Avery House, 48 Cecilia Street, St Helens, with a satellite 

office at the Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House, 20 Talbot Street, Fingal.   

Cindy can be contacted on 0417 143 133, and Claire can be contacted on 0417 155 201. 

The official opening took place at Fingal on the afternoon of Wednesday 30th September, followed by afternoon tea, and was 

attended by around 20 people.  The opening was affirmed at a function held at the Break O’Day Trade Training Centre which 

commenced at 5.30 pm that night, which was also well-attended.  

The Project was officially launched by Liberal MP for Lyons and Parliamentary Secretary 

to the Premier, John Tucker MP, who represented the Tasmanian Government.  

 

 

Jobseeker Connector Claire Bastick, and 

Employee Connector, Cindy Kurtokoff. 

Project Manager, Steve Walley. 

Mr John Brown, General Manager of the 

Break O’Day Council, watches as Mr John 

Tucker MP addresses the opening 

function at Fingal. 
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NEW DRONES ARE HELPING KEEP OUR COMMUNITIES SAFE. 

New additions to Tasmania Police’s drone fleet are the latest weapons in fighting crime as part of the Tasmanian Government’s 

commitment to keeping Tasmanians safe.  Tasmania Police will now be operating 22 drones across the state, available to 

support Road and Public Order Services, Forensic Services, Search and Rescue and Marine, as well as specialist and tactical 

units. 

“There are three new types of drones that are specifically designed to have increased flight times, remote area capability, 3D 

modelling to help with serious crash and crime scenes and the ability to 

drop objects into remote areas or to people.  We currently have 20 remote 

pilots and are in the process of recruiting 5 more, to utilise the drones to 

assist in policing operations,” Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency 

Services, Mark Shelton, wrote in a recent press release.  “Last financial 

year, drones were used in 227 operations to support policing activities and 

investigations, which include successes across the state where offenders in 

stolen and evading vehicles have been apprehended with drone support.” 

 Tasmania Police has also located a number of stolen vehicles in bushland 

near Launceston by using drones, and have deployed drones to assist in 

searches for missing Tasmanians across the state. 

 The Tasmanian Liberal Government is investing $400,000 into the drones program as part of our commitment to providing 

Tasmania Police with the best technology to keep Tasmanians safe. 

(Information from press release of Mark Shelton, MP) 

Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency Management 

Mark Shelton, Acting Assistance Commissioner Rob 

Blackwood and Senior Sergeant Mark Forteath check 

out the new drones. 
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There is something on the back of some social media and even in the public locally over the years that irritates me no end. 

That is stereotyping, and not least on religious and political matters.  Gender and employment grounds too of course, but that 

is for another time.... sometimes these disjointed opinions are led from the top too, from people who should know better.  

A couple of the most blatant ones are on religious grounds.  First up with Muslims.  It seems in the views of some, that if you 

practice or are born a Muslim, you must be a terrorist, a Taliban supporter or follow some crazy lifestyle governed totally by 

the faith.  It's undeniable that there are some that find reasons to claim a right to carry out terrible acts in the name of Allah 

and seek justification as martyrs for that, like the evil acts in France over recent years or indeed in the Middle East and other 

places, but in actual fact, the vast majority are moderate, loving, caring family people that want to live in harmony.  The sight 

of groups of Islamic gun-toting people claiming to be righteous Muslims are actually a very small minority, but too many 

people form an idea that this is a general view of the Muslim faith.  It certainly isn't, I'd strongly suggest in most 

predominantly Islamic countries.  Of course, this can then lead to resentment and hatred toward them, and is based on a 

stereotypical way they are depicted.  It's probably equally true though, that their views on other faiths, not least Christianity, 

are often stereotype depicted as 'they're all the same and infidels' as well, which only adds to the chances that extremists will 

act on hate.  Of course that is certainly not the case that anybody different to your faith has to be evil....the old saying that 

hate creates hate applies here.   

Still on another religious based stereotype.... ‘All priests are paedophiles’.  This is just ridiculous of course, but I find it 

incredulous that some people actually think there's some truth to it.  While the Catholic and Anglican Churches in particular 

have made some terrible calls on handling cases over the years, and even tried to cover up perpetrators who are indeed or 

used to be priests or other clergy, this doesn't lead to the fact that there are lots of the priests who have done terrible acts. 

There is a tiny, tiny number who have been found to carry out awful attacks, yet a stereotypical view formed by people is that 

it's normal. The vast number of criminal paedophiles have no or very little religious tie-in at all. They are not priests.  They are 

just sick demented individuals.  

Politicians of different persuasions are also stereotyped as all the same, based on ideals that those people view a basic mantra 

the party follows.  Labor politicians are not all communists, Liberal/Nationals are not all blue-blood upper-crust farmers, and 

not all Greens are tree-huggers or chain themselves to bulldozers all the time.  In all sorts of ways, they have sensible 

compromises on views and strong opinions, but it's unfair to lump them in all together, whichever party they represent, as all 

the stereotypically same. I know that even within political parties there are big differences in opinion on many issues, and 

some even cross the floor to vote against their own party at times.  

We're not all the same in so many ways, and yet a certain view is formed based on perception and not on fact, often media 

driven and, nearly always, that causes problems.  Us humans claim to be intelligent, but when you break it all down, 

stereotyping is not all that smart.  A certain German mid-20th century  infamous leader led his people to believe that Jews 

were evil,  and some of  his followers took the lives of about six million innocent people who were all lumped in one 

basket.  This is probably the most extreme act of terrorism in history.  That's what stereotyping can lead to. We need to not 

do this. Don't we?  

What do you think ?  
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WARMER AND LONGER DAYS MEAN  

IT'S KITTEN SEASON! 

When spring has sprung, there is more than just pollen in the air. It is the season of new life, and around this time of year there 

will inevitably be some frisky feline flings taking place.  As the weather starts to get warmer and the days get longer, the fruits 

of such spring exuberance become evident, with the number of abandoned or surrendered  female cats and kittens increases 

markedly. 

Jan Davis, RSPCA Tasmania CEO, has said that,  “Kitten season refers to the warmer months of the year, generally from spring 

to late summer, when cats reach their reproductive prime. Cats can start breeding from 16 weeks and they get pregnant 

easily. With so many un-desexed fertile cats around, the result is an influx of unwanted kittens.”  It’s vitally important to have 

your cat desexed to prevent unwanted pregnancies. Research shows that desexed animals actually live longer, are less likely to 

get certain illnesses (like uterine infections and mammary gland cancer), and experience a reduction in behaviour problems 

like roaming, aggression and urine marking. 

The benefits to keeping your cat at home are many, and  include preventing unwanted pregnancies. Contained cats are less 

likely to become lost or injured by being hit by a car or attacked by another animal,  less likely to get into cat fights, and less 

likely to catch diseases like FIV (Feline Immunodeficiency Virus). Keeping your cat at home also reduces their impact on wildlife 

from hunting – and means you get to spend more time cuddling them! 

If you find a litter of kittens, first check if they’re warm and healthy-looking. If they are, leave them 

alone and wait to see if their mum comes back for them, as she may just be away trying to find 

food. If there is no mum around, don’t delay in getting orphaned kittens the help they need - the 

quicker they are placed into the care of an experienced foster carer, the better. But remember that 

cats and kittens are lactose intolerant, so please do not feed them normal cows’ milk. 

“Now more than ever is a time to be aware of the many kittens which may soon be born to uncertain futures. For those who 

consider opening their homes and lives to a cuddly feline friend, the rewards of course, are tenfold,” Ms Davis said.  

If you are not sure whether you want to make the final commitment to owning a cat, then you may wish to foster one of the 

cats or kittens cared for by the RSPCA.   It’s a great way to make a difference to the lives of our feline friends, while enjoying 

their company. You will receive lots of support through their information session, and all food, bedding, toys and litter are 

provided. Once the kittens have gained enough weight and have completed their vaccination regime, they go back to the 

RSPCA for desexing, microchipping and matching with their forever families. 

To learn more, give us a call on (03) 6709 8105 , visit www.rspcatas.org.au, or send the RSPCA a message through Facebook.  

https://www.google.com/search?q=rspca+tasmania&rlz=1C1GCEV_en&oq=RSPCA+Tasmania&aqs=chrome.0.0l8.7844j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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FINGAL PLAYCENTRE CELEBRATES CHILDREN’S WEEK 

The Fingal Playcentre celebrated Children’s Week 2020 on Monday, with the opening of a display of self-portraits of the 

children who attend the Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House Playcentre.  Facilitator Tanya Greenwood welcomed those who 

attended, and thanked Janet Drummond, member of the Break O’Day Council, the parents and the little people for coming.   

Tanya noted that the children had faced “a really tough year”, but were still smiling.  Tanya then spoke of the educators, 

Mariah, Tash and Natalie, who work hard to ensure that each child receives the necessary attention, and thanked them for 

their hard work. “We adore your little people, and admire how you have all coped this year, and have helped your children to 

grow,” Tanya told the parents. 

Children’s Week celebrates and promotes the voices of children, and supports the value of children and families all over the 

world.  Events held during this time focus the attention of the wider community on children, their rights and achievements, 

and celebrates the right of children to enjoy childhood.  The theme for this year is 
“Children have the right to choose their own friends and safely connect with others.”  

One of the displays features a photograph of each child, which was then sketched by 

Tanya’s daughter Sarah, and painted by the child.  Sarah has been able to capture the 

spark that makes each little person an individual with their own personality, and the 

painting shows how each child feels about themselves.  Also on display are black-and-

white photographs of children in the early part of the 20th century, and albums 

containing illustrations and items made by  those who have participated in the ‘Building 

Blocks’ program since it started 6 years ago.  

Ollie Byard showed me his painting of himself, and told me 

that he loves riding the bikes, playing with the tractor and 

painting.  “The playgroup has helped Ollie develop better 

relationships with us and with other kids,” his mum Kayla 

commented.  “He is learning how  to share, and it will be a 

good transition into school. Ollie has been coming for nearly 

two years, and really enjoys it.  I think the Playcentre is 

really important for Fingal.  With more families moving into 

the town, it is a great asset to the Neighbourhood House, and needs to continue,” Kayla 

concluded. 

The display is now located on the second story of the Neighbourhood House until the end of 

November, and can be accessed by anyone who would like to find out what playgroup is about 

now.  Parents and former ‘Building Blocks’ attendees are encouraged to visit the display and 

recall the children they played with, and other parents they chatted with.  A picture of the late 

Vicky Howard, who ran the playgroup for a number years, is included.  Tanya mentioned Vicky’s contribution, and spoke of 

how she is sadly missed.  

Also included in the exhibition is a space where people, young and not so young, are encouraged to draw their own self -

portrait. 

The Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House is open Monday to Friday, 9.00 am to 3. 00 pm. 

The photograph, sketch by Sarah 

Greenwood, and self-portrait, of Ollie 

Byard. 

Ollie Byard proudly show off 

his painting of himself. 

Parents and little people  look at the displays in the main room of the 

Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House. 

A space in the corner, where you 

can draw yourself. 
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Harris Funerals 
St Helens, Bicheno & Fingal Valley 

We are here when you need us. 

Burial or cremation, traditional or  

unique funeral services available. 

Office & Chapel:  

46 Tully Street St Helens 

6376 1153 ~ 0418 133 420 
tamara@harrisfunerals.com.au 

Member of the  

Australian Funeral Directors Association 

ANGLICAN CHURCH  

SERVICE TIMES  

contact  6376 1144 

St Helens 

St Paul’s:    9.30am  every Sunday 

58 Cecilia Street, St Helens. 

St Marys 

 Holy Trinity:   10.00am  every Sunday 

13 Main Street, St Marys. 

Pyengana 

 St Michael & All Angels:  7.30pm   4th Sundays  only 

28007 Tasman Highway, Pyengana.  
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Wednesday  9th September 2020 

11 people walked today in stunning weather along beautiful Steele’s Beach to Winifred Curtis Scamander Reserve 

(WCSR).  The acacia genistifolia, as well as prickly Wattle, were in full bloom as was Euromyrtus Ramosissima, 

pictured right.  Frogs serenaded us when we walked close to the swamp areas, which were full of water after 

recent rains.  Blue skies, no wind and a vigorous walk made for a great activity.  Some ended the walk with a 

coffee at Swims Cafe. 

Wednesday 16th September 2020 

Ted Thornley offered to take the walk to Halls Falls, thank you Ted!  The track to the falls starts from about 

1k up the Anchor Road just before Pyengana. It is an easy walk, but does include a steep descent down to 

the base of the falls.  The walk starts in dry forest with tall eucalypts, then descends into wetter forest with 

ferns and mosses.  The falls consist of a picturesque series of cascades among pretty rock pools.  The walk 

was sheltered from the wind and there was no rain.  Sturdy shoes were mandatory, as the track can be a bit 

wet and muddy after rain.  Snake bandages were also included in packs just as a precaution, as these 

slippery serpents are starting to emerge!  The second part of this walk was to the Anchor mine.  We bush-

bashed under Revel's direction through to the open cut full of water with platypuses, then on to the battery. 

This made a big day for a Wednesday walk, but a lot of fun. 

Saturday 19th September 2020 

There were 18 walkers for Bare Rock despite the weather!  The walking commenced up the side 

of Bare Rock to the top, then followed Fingal Rivulet Rd and Mt Foster Rd until the hair pin, 

before descending down the ridge line to Marriot Street.  There was a short car shuffle that cut 

out 45mins of uphill walking.  Great walk, Alana  -  many thanks.  

The walk involved about 40 minutes of steep uphill walking at the beginning.  We rested as 

often as we could, some more than others, however, we all reached the top.  The rest of the walk was flat or down hill. The 

descent down the ridge line is somewhat steep, but is easily walkable.  Consensus stated that a later walk should be undertaken 

when weather is more favourable as we had to imagine the views, although we did get a quick sneak when the clouds decided 

to lift, albeit briefly!  New territory brought everyone out despite the foggy and damp conditions. 

Wednesday 23rd September 2020 

Wednesday's walk was led by Andi in the Terryvale area, off Eriksons Link Road, in open Ironbark forest.  The walk was a little 

shorter than usual but it began with a steepish climb, then levelled out along a ridge-top, descending back down to the road. 

The walk ended by walking back along the road.  

Wednesday 30th Sept 2020 

Wednesday’s walk was very pleasant, starting from the day car park at Jeanneret Beach up Gardens Road through the bush to 

Grants Lagoon, Binalong Beach and around the headland back to Jeanneret Beach.  Nearly all of it is flat. Time for the walk was 

approximately 1.5 hours.  

Walkers didn’t think they were actually on private land but at one stage the householder thought otherwise! We continued on 

and back to our cars via the headland. Good weather and we welcomed a new-comer, Evelyn. 

A few concluded the walk with a coffee at Binalong Bay Eco Tours.  Many thanks to Bryan who led this walk. 

The stampers at 

Anchor Mine. 

A new territory to explore—Bare 

Rock, Fingal. 
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GARAGE SALE 

SATURDAY 31 OCTOBER 

STARTING AT 8.00 AM 

Furniture, dolls, suitcases, piping, tools, 

Camping gear, general household goods. 

2 Newman Street, St 

Marys 

Flying radio controlled models is an exciting hobby and 

offers challenges and rewards to the young and the old.  

Club planes and mentoring are available for visitors to 

experience this exciting hobby. Guests and visitors are 

always very welcome on most Sunday mornings, weather 

permitting.  

If you wish to join our club, or you want to have a look and 

visit us at during our flying days, feel free to contact us.     

Public Officer:       Chris Spencer            0447 958 885 

https://eastcoastrcflyers.org.au/ or  

on Facebook: East Coast RC Flyers    

https://eastcoastrcflyers.org.au/
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GOOD CATCHES TO BE PRAYED FOR  

AT ANNUAL CEREMONY 

For 63 years, St Helens fishermen and their families have 

gathered at the wharf in Georges Bay, to pray for a 

successful season, and to ask for safety for the fishermen 

and their boats, along with good catches.  It is believed to be 

the longest continual ‘Blessing of the Fleet’ ceremony held in 

Tasmania, and this year, the ceremony will be held on 

Saturday, 25th October, starting at 2.00 pm. 

The ‘Blessing of the Fleet’ is an annual religious tradition 

adopted by many fishing villages and ports throughout the 

world, to bless the boats and crews before the opening of 

the fishing season. 

In St Helens, the ceremony was initiated in 1937 by the 

Anglican Church, but is now conducted by a combination of 

all 4 churches in the town, which brings the commercial 

fishing community together for a time of remembrance and 

celebration.   

The honour roll of fishermen of the area who have lost their 

lives while at sea is read by the Mayor, followed by  the 

floating of flowers in George’s Bay in remembrance, and the 

blessing of the Marine Rescue boat, by either a local church 

leader or a visiting guest speaker. 
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TIP SHOPS NOW OPEN 

St Helens Tip Shop  

Sunday to Friday  

11am – 2pm, 

Saturday 11am – 4pm 

St Marys Tip Shop 

Tuesday and Thursday 

11am – 3pm, 

Sunday 2pm – 4pm 
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We have more than books. 

Borrow a DVD, CD or 

magazine. Search our website 

and order a title from 

anywhere in the state. Check 

out our e-resources too. It’s all 

eLibrary: www.libraries.tas.gov.au 

6am-9pm  

        Free  

           Wi-Fi 

St Marys Library  

31 Main Street,  

St Marys 
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   Fingal Online Access Centre  
29 Talbot St. Fingal Tasmania 7214 

Phone/Fax: 0363742222  

Email:fingal.oac@education.tas.gov.au 

 

The Fingal Online Access Centre is open from 9 am  -  2 pm daily, adhering to strict conditions of social 

distancing.  

All our normal services are available. 

 If you have printing or emailing you require, call in and we will assist you. 

Crossword  52.20 
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VACANT 
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Machines Like Me (People Like You), the 15th novel by English author Ian McEwan, was our book for last month.  

Charlie Friend is a 32 year old one time anthropology student, now living in a mean Clapham, South London flat, hoping to 

make his fortune playing the stock market.  He is just breaking even.  Upstairs lives Miranda, ten years younger, a social 

history PHD student. Charlie would like to become more than just neighbours and casual friends.  With most of an 

inheritance from his mother, he buys an android, named, significantly, Adam, one of 25 experimental robots, and hopes to 

share the programming of Adam with Miranda, rather like creating a child between them.  All does not run smoothly, 

however, though in the process they do become lovers, and he discovers her secret past.  Always at the centre of the story, 

however is Adam, the android, a constant presence in the household and something of a challenge, especially to Charlie.  

This is a dystopic novel, where their 1982 is not the 1982 we knew.  Margaret Thatcher takes Britain to war against Argentina 

over the Falkland Islands  -  and loses!  Alan Turing, the code breaker and mathematical genius 

hounded to death because of his homosexuality in 1954, is still alive and working on robotics.  

People are connected to the Internet and travel in computer driven, automated cars. Meanwhile 

the miners' strike runs on, the garbage collectors have gone out in sympathy, and the streets are 

filled with protest marches.  The question we could not answer was why McEwan chose to set his 

story in this altered universe instead of in the future, but it did give him the opportunity to reveal 

the amount of research he undertook, and rather lengthily at times.  Although Charlie was the 

narrator it often wasn't difficult to spot the puppet-master McEwan behind the narrative! 

The androids are challenged by the inconsistent and ethically compromised behaviour of their 

"masters", and some begin to self destruct.  We are asked to question whether the law is anything 

more than a blunt instrument to deal with the complexities of human life.  It's another take on the 

themes and issues raised by the excellent 2015 film Ex Machina and the British television series Humans  of the same year.  

For those fascinated by the idea of Artificial Intelligence this novel will provide yet another journey into a fascinating world 

that is already upon us. 

Editor’s Note: Another of Ian McEwan’s books,  “The Children Act” was reviewed in the issue dated 19 December 2019. 



The Valley and East Coast Voice 52.20 29th October 2020 

22 



The Valley and East Coast Voice 52.20 29th October 2020 

23 



The Valley and East Coast Voice 52.20 29th October 2020 

24 

These advertisements are paid for by the members.  They do not reflect the political views of the FVNH, its staff or volunteers. 
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SCAMANDER GARDEN CLUB HAS TWO NATIONAL WINNERS 

The Scamander Garden Club is pleased to announce that after nominating two members for The Garden Clubs of Australia 

Awards, they won! This is quite extraordinary for Tasmania, yet alone a small regional town.  

We congratulate Charles ‘Charlie’ Smith, who received The President of The Garden Clubs 

of Australia Inc Award, for “outstanding contribution by an individual to gardening and/or 

horticulture”.  

Charlie has  demonstrated a long-term contribution to gardening and horticulture through 

writing, public speaking, teaching, broadcasting, exhibiting, judging or organising events, 

on a local, state, national and/or international level. Congratulations Charlie, that’s a 

phenomenal effort. 

Gaye Ellis won The Joan O’Brien Award, for “achieving excellence by an individual in Floral 

Art”. This was achieved by being an active member of a floral art group; instrumental in 

promoting floral art through judging, producing manuals, training judges; demonstrating 

and/or organising workshops; being experienced in club, regional, state, national and/or 

international displays or demonstrations; and capable of producing prize-winning 

arrangements”. 

We are so proud of Gaye’s achievement, as she gives so much of her time to making floral art design for our club meetings, 

and will give us tips and invites us to her garden, which is a delight.  

Congratulations, Charlie and Gaye! 

The Scamander Garden Club meets on the third Monday of the month.  Scamander Sports Complex doors are opened at 1pm 

to set up for judging, afternoon tea and trade table. The meeting starts 1.30 pm, after which we each place disks to show what 

we like best in the different categories of  a) Any Flower b) Flower of the Month c) Floral Art of the Month and d) Any Fruit 

and Vegetable segment. 

To learn more, contact Peggy Bogar on 0459 027 306, 8am- 6pm, or email: peggytbogar@gmail.com 

Come along Friday - Sunday every weekend between 9am and 4pm, 4kms north of St Helens. 

We have many animals to see and feed, from goats, cows, sheep, donkeys and many more, as well as our 
animal nursery full of baby animals and a large range of birds and fibreglass animals.  Check us out at 

Gaye Ellis and Charlie Smith proudly 

display their Awards. 

mailto:peggytbogar@gmail.com
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BLOCKED EARS? 

Specialist Clinicians  -  Gentle  -  

 No syringing  -  All ages 

MICRO-SUCTION 

WAX REMOVAL CLINIC 

Comfort Clean Ear provides specialist ear cleaning using dry 

and gentle micro-suction. No water, no dangerous syringing. 

Your ears are in good hands at Comfort Clean Ear.  

Feel the relief.  Hear the relief. 

Visiting Ochre Medical Centre,  

St Helens 

On Monday, 30th November, 2020 

Phone 1300 380 060 

Comfort Clean Ear 

Micro-suction wax removal clinic. 

Home Visits are available on request! 
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HOSPITAL 
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HOSPITAL 
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 HAYSHED IGA OFFER FREE DELIVERY IN FINGAL.   

JUST RING TO PLACE YOUR ORDER,  AND IT WILL BE DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR. 

3 STORY STREET, ST MARYS 7215   PHONE 6372 2143 

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: 

MONDAY – SATURDAY;  8AM – 4PM 

SUNDAY;  9AM – 3PM 

YOUR LOCAL HARDWARE STORE 

If we don’t stock it—ask and we’ll get it. 

• Hardware and Gardening Supplies — including Chainsaw Chains 

• Camping and Fishing Gear — including Ice and Bait 

• Gifts and Homewares 

• Pet Care — including flea, tick and worming treatments, collars, leads and health care products 

• Stock Feeds 

• Valhalla Ice Cream 

• Gift Certificates Available 

• Free delivery to St Marys and surrounds 

10% DISCOUNT ON ANY GARDEN CENTRE ITEM IF YOU MENTION THIS VALLEY VOICE ADVERTISEMENT! 

(Discount available  until  4.00 pm, Thursday 12 November 2020) 
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We are well into our renovations at the Centre, with all the plaster hung and painting going on as this article is being written.  

The bar is coming together well, with finishing touches on benches, the sink and the new glass washer to be completed.  It has 

already come up a treat, and the extra room will be very handy at larger functions.  Soon the fitting-out of the other rooms will 

commence, all going well.  The profiles for the new amenities shed are up, and gravel laid in preparation for the slab to be 

poured; very exciting and all go at present.  We held an AFL Grand Final event last Saturday which was well attended, and all 

enjoyed the fish and chips and pizza night, thanks to Paul and Barb and the intrepid crew at the Coach House.  Bowls has been 

high on the agenda these last two weeks.  Unfortunately Scamander’s opening day had to be cancelled due to the rain, which 

was a shame, but last weekend, we travelled to Swansea on Saturday for the Lightning Premiership, and Sunday we returned 

to Scamander for the Nan Stewart Memorial Day; see the report below. 

Member’s Draw:   Last week Jim Turner and this week Bluey Spilsbury; neither there to collect the prize, better luck in future 

draws. 

Footy Tipping:   Last week Macca again, and on Grand Final night, Garry Laycock sprung the winnings, sharing the spoils with 

TV. 

Golf:   Last week a win to Peter Sorenson in a stableford competition, beating Rick Stillman and Macca on a countback, all on 

18 points, with Jacob Viney getting nearest the pin, then back to the clubhouse for snacks and refreshments.  If you are looking 

for a game, turn up at 11 am on Sundays for a great day’s entertainment. 

Bowls:  As mentioned, Swansea held a Lightning Premiership last weekend that was keenly contested, Swansea coming out on 

top, with our intrepid crew runners up.  Bicheno, still on the improve, was third and Scamander in fourth.  A well-run and 

enjoyable competition, which was appreciated by those who attended and, as usual, wonderful hospitality from the home club.  

Sunday we competed against Scamander in the Nan Stewart Memorial Day, where we managed to snatch defeat from the jaws 

of victory and  go down  by two shots; thought we had the prize this year, as it has been a while since we had our name on the 

shield.  Once again, well run and hosted by Sammy Seymour and the crew down there, and thanks to them for a great day and 

to the Stewart family for their continued support.  Also nice to see Heather Gilles have a bowl with us for the first time and 

sending down some great bowls, perhaps a future player for us. 

Opening hours: Thursday, 5.30 with bar snacks; Friday, 5.30 bar snacks and Happy Hour 6.30—7.30, members draw 8 pm and 

bar snacks; Sunday, golf at 11 am, 2 pm with bar snacks. 

Until next time, good hitting and rolling. 
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Avoca Post Office 

Avoca General Store 

Fingal Post Office 

Chelle’s Place  -  Fingal 

Hayshed  -  Fingal 

Mathinna Post Office 

Coach House Restaurant  -              
St Marys 

C & D’s IGA  -  St Marys 

Hilly’s IGA  -  St Marys 

Hilly’s IGA  -  St Helens 

St Helens Newsagency 

Scamander Supermarket 

Mouth Café - Scamander 

The Farm Shed  -  
Bicheno 
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