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The Valley Voice was started over 50 years ago, and now in its 53rd year and as The Valley and East Coast Voice, it’s intention 

is still the same: to keep the readers informed about what is happening in the area, and share information about our 

community and the services accessible to us. 

While we have learned about COVID-19 safe behaviour in 2020, there is still a lot to learn, about a range of other topics.  The 

Valley and East Coast Voice will continue to have regular columns about a number of subjects, and this year, we have been 

joined by Peggy from Scamander, who will share her days and observations with us, along with our regular contributors.  The 

Cage Rattler will be gracing our pages, too, along with the Fingal Focus.  People are finding out that a garden isn’t just for the 

kids to play in, it can produce tasty nutritious fruit and vegetables, too.   Books aren’t just  for the bookworms, anyone can 

read them and learn from the comfort of a comfortable chair.  Libraries aren’t just for borrowing books from, all sorts of 

material can be obtained from records and archives, helping people to trace their ancestry, for example.  And some of us have 

learned that our legs aren’t just to hold us up from the ground; they can take us to places where there is so much to see that 

we have to use our telephones and cameras to record the sights.  We hope that our columns have helped our readers to make 

these discoveries.  Sport is part of what holds a community together, and I am excited that the East Coast Swans have agreed 

to send us regular match reports and news about the football season, and the St Helens Netball Association will be doing the 

same.  I am thankful that The St Marys Sports Centre will continue to send us the news about what is happening there, and our 

fishing reports will also continue.  

While we have a variety of columns, I  would like you to tell me what YOU would like to have regular articles about.  Cooking, 

education, travel, advice, a children’s page; I am open to suggestions  -  please let me know. 

Most of you are aware that the Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House, which publishes The Valley and East Coast Voice, is 

nearing the end of the extensive renovation works, which have been funded by a number of sources.  The Fingal Valley History 

Group have been providing interesting columns about the history of the Valley, and will now focus on the history of Fingal, and 

the Tasmania Hotel, which is where the Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House is located, ready for the opening of the renovated 

building.  These renovations have enabled the manager, Gary Barnes, along with the staff, to offer expanded services to our 

area, helping the community to come together, as was demonstrated in January last year. 

So the Valley and East Coast Voice crew look forward to offering you an interesting and entertaining newspaper in 2021, with 

news and views that are relevant, informative and thought-provoking. 

Here’s to 2021!            Elizabeth, Editor. 
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ADVERTISING RATES  -  2020 

 

Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House 

Valley and East Coast Voice  

Advertising rates for all community groups 

Regular articles i.e. news of current activities/events and general  

information will, at the discretion of the Editor, be carried free of 

charge.  Community group announcements up to 5 lines or business 

card size are free, anything larger will be charged at 50% of current 

rates. The decision regarding whether or not an article attracts  

advertising fees is the Editor’s. Groups will be advised of any cost  

before going to print. 

Private community announcements/private classifieds are free for 

one issue.   

Articles for publication may be left at the Fingal Valley 
Neighbourhood House, St Marys Pharmacy, posted or emailed.   

We do not accept responsibility for the accuracy of information  

provided by contributors.  

For online advertising or any other advertising queries, please  

contact the editor. 

valleyvoice@fvnh.org.au 

(03) 6374 2344  

PO Box 322  Fingal  Tasmania  7214  

Annual posted subscriptions are $69 and annual online subscriptions 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS 

Abuse & Assault Services 1800 737 732 

Ambulance, Fire & Police  000 

Crime Stoppers  1800 333 000  

Digital Mobile Phone Emergency Service 112 

Poisons Information 13 1126 

SES:  Flood & Storm  emergencies 13 2500 

TasNetworks 13 2004 

TasWater  13 6992 

Business Card Size ads $15 

Intermediate ads $18 

1/4 Page ads $25 

1/2 Page ads $40 

Full Page ads $60 

Permanent Classified ads $20p.a 

Opinions in any letters published are not 

necessarily those of the Editor, staff or 

volunteers.  

Our pages remain open to fair and honest 

criticism so that, on all questions, both sides 

may be presented, but any submissions 

containing personal attacks/libel/slander will 

not be accepted.  

Kindly do not attack the Editor, the paper or the 

authors of previous articles.  

All articles for submission, including letter to 

the Editor, must bear the author ’s full name, 

town of residence, address and phone number.  

The address and phone number will not be 

published but are for verification purposes only.  

Letter writers will be given the chance to 

respond over a suitable period of time.   

Subjects may be closed at the Editor ’s 

discretion.  Please make sure of your facts. Do 

not write submissions just to let off steam.   

Articles most commonly published are those 

relating to current community issues.  

Keep articles short, simple and to the point.  

Letters are restricted to 300 words or fewer.  

The Editor reserves the right to edit any 

submission for grammar, spelling or reduction 

in size where necessary.  Whilst we value and 

welcome community input, the Fingal Valley 

Neighbourhood House does not provide specific 

feedback regarding any decision made not to 

publish a submission.  

The Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House  

reserves the right at all times, without notice, 

to update, change or amend our guidelines. All 

information is correct at time of printing.   

This newspaper is about the Fingal Valley and the East 

Coast, and the people who live here.  If you have a story 

you would like to share, or a suggestion for an article or 

regular column, please contact the Editor.  You can 

show off your literary talents and submit it for 

consideration, or the Editor can write it for you.  

Photographs are important too, so try to include them, 

with some information as to where and when it was 

taken, what the occasion was, and who is in it. 

We also like to tell people about our sporting history, 

and tales of sporting prowess and vanished sporting 

events are also welcome.  

Email me at: valleyvoice@fvnh.org.au 

Editor, the Valley and East Coast Voice 

mailto:valleyvoice@fvnh.org.au


The Valley and East Coast Voice 53.01 18th February 2021 

3 

WANDA ROUND 2021 WRAPS UP WITH GRAND FINALE OF WANDA-FUL ART 

The Bicheno artist-in-residence Wanda Round 2021 wrapped up its final day with a festive farewell, exhibition and performance 

on Sunday 31st January.  Wanda Round had plenty to celebrate, having had over 1200 visitors over four weeks to the site in the 

centre of town which had affectionately been named ‘the art site’ by locals. 

Artists Anita Bacic, Jennifer Tyers, Louisa Jenkinson and Rose Turtle Ertler welcomed an audience, who ranged from a few 

months old to a sprightly 98 years of age. Local residents and visitors alike all embraced Wanda Round, regularly dropping in 

more than once to get their daily dose of the arts.  Wanda Round’s weekly workshops were a hit, with those attending learning 

the skills of olla pot making, the power of words zine-making and plein air watercolour painting. 

At the finale Rose, equipped with a loud hailer, pictured right, broadcast 

complements across Bicheno from the top of Whaler’s Lookout. Jennifer presented 

her large-scale 5 section mural of Bicheno, Louisa continued to engage with visitors as 

her “Snares” (wind powered drawing machines) were recording the site, and Anita 

presented her final embroideries. 

“We've welcomed many curious pedestrians as they pass-by, encouraging them to 

visit the site and participate in the work themselves. It was a great way of visitors 

seeing the process of the artists at work which I hope encouraged demystifying their 

creative process. It felt like a great mutual interactive exchange.” explains Wanda 

Round founder and artist Anita Bacic. 

In a year where flying off to far-flung destinations was off the cards for Australians, Wanda Round 2021 made sure nobody was 

missing out on art in North Eastern Tasmania.   Each artist worked onsite in and around the Wanda Round “art site”. The 

exhibition naturally allowed for social distancing in an outdoor setting, while still providing opportunity and encouraging 

positive social interactions - which were mostly in such short supply in 2020. 

“I’m really happy with how Wanda Round 2021 has been welcomed by both the 

Bicheno community and visitors to this beautiful part of the East Coast and we look 

forward to bringing Wanda Round back in 2022,” Anita concluded. 

For more information or to keep in touch for next year, follow Wanda Round on 

Social Media channels by 

searching for: 

@wandaroundtas 
Artists-in-Residence Anita Bacic, Louise 

Jenkinson, Jennifer Tyers and Rose Turtle 

Ertler celebrate the success of Wanda 

Round 2021. 

 
Rose Turtle Ertler broadcasts compliments 

from Whaler’s Lookout. 
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GEORGES BAY MUSIC 

With a resounding Lunch and Munch success held in January 

with Scotty, Kazz and Lindy performing and with the  

Suncoast Singers giving it their all at interval time.  We are all 

set for our next concert to be held on Friday 26th February at 

the new venue, St Helens Footy Club Rooms in Tully Street, 

starting at 12 Midday.  This will be proceeded by the AGM, 

starting at 11.30am.  Our guest artists this month will be the 

Don Ives band, with Don on piano, Steve Hill on drums, Bob 

Grant on bass, Damon Warner on sax and  

Christine Bailey on vocals  -  a wonderful line up of very  

talented musicians and a show not to be missed. 

Don’t forget that it is now the popular BYO lunch once again, 

but for those who forget or want a treat, there will be  

sandwiches and bread rolls at $4 a packet and for afters, an 

assortment of cakes for $2.50 each.  Tea and coffee is  

provided free. 

So, for musical lunch entertainment, come along to the Footy 

Club Rooms at the end of Tully Street, at just $10 for members 

and $15 for non-members, you’re in for a treat. 

That’s Friday 26th February at 11.30am for the AGM and  

Concert starting at 12pm til 2pm. 

For more information, contact Helen on:  6376 2750 
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BREAK O’DAY COUNCIL AUSTRALIA DAY AWARDS 

The Break O’Day Council hosted the area’s Australia Day Celebration on Tuesday 26 January at the Portland Hall, St Helens, and 

included the official Australia Day Awards presented by Mayor Mick Tucker and Australia Day Ambassador, Robyn Moore.  

“One of the things I enjoy most about being Mayor is being able to acknowledge the hard work and dedication of our 

community members,” Mayor Tucker said.  “Often the efforts of our dedicated community members fly under the radar, as 

they are focussed on helping, not being acknowledged, so it’s a pleasure to shine a light on these integral community members. 

I really can’t emphasis enough how important these community members are in a small community.” 

The Australia Day Citizen of the Year was awarded to two residents, Wayne Cubitt and Dale Richards, and was presented by 

Robyn.  “Wayne has been connected with our community for approximately 24 years, and he is an active and hardworking 

member of all organisations that he is part of.  If an organisation comes to him for help – he will not say NO – because we don’t 

think he knows how,” Mayor Tucker noted.  Wayne worked closely with the St Helens District High School students in 

supporting them to be part of the ANZAC Day and Remembrance Day services. He also finds time to visit residents at Medea 

Park Residential Care in his spare time.  Wayne was also instrumental in bringing the Stonehaven Cup, a national sailing 

competition, to St Helens in 2020.  Dale has been the face of helping stranded motorists for a very long time, but like all our 

volunteers, he sits  under the radar.  “Dale has been involved with the Masonic Lodge for a number of years and, the work that 

Dale undertakes with the Lodge has impacted on the lives of many people in our community,” Mayor Tucker declared.   Dale 

has also been a respected member of the St Helens Volunteer Fire Brigade for approximately 40 years. 

Australia Day Young Citizen of the Year Award was presented to Zoe Bucknell.  Zoe has been an integral part of bringing 

women’s and girls football to the East Coast, and she was very keen from the outset. In our inaugural year, Zoe took a senior 

role in training sessions, tried out for State Girls football team without having even played a game of football, and developed 

into a mentor for the younger team mates. Zoe was named Captain of the team and was an astounding leader for all her team, 

with her friendly smile and ongoing encouragement throughout each and every game and both weekly training session on 

Saturdays, as well as assisting with the Junior Auskick program.  Mayor Tucker praised Zoe’s commitment, saying, “During her 

time at school, Zoe also undertook with a few of her friends to start girl’s football sessions during lunch times at school.  She 

was also very quick to assist and participate in the East Coast Giants football training sessions when needed.   She is a well-

spoken thoughtful person who would take time to thank the teams sponsors by visiting them in the places of business and at 

the end of year dinner provided a heartfelt thank you speech to all the training staff.” 

The Mayor’s Special Award was awarded to Cullen Dwyer, a member of our community who volunteers as a member of the St 

Helens Volunteer Fire Brigade.  But on a certain day in January, 2021  -  maybe he was in the right place at the right time  -  he 

risked his life to save that of a young girl visiting our community.  “Cullen, we did hear that at one time you did question what 

you were doing, but you continued  to swim to her assistance and stayed with her until Peter Jamieson could get there with a 

boat,” commented Mayor Tucker. 

The committee made the decision to award the 2021 Break O’Day 

Municipality Excellence Award, to two people, Heidi Howe and Fiona 

Lowe. 

Heidi not only runs a very busy business in our community but still finds 

time to volunteer within our community.  She is currently a board 

member of Possum M’agic and was an inaugural member of the Bay of 

Fires event.  In 2020 Heidi was the instigator of the Bay of Fires Art 

Market in a new format due to COVID 19.  “Heidi bought together a 

group of volunteers to organise an event – in a short space of time – at a 

time when things were being cancelled.  Congratulations Heidi – we 

appreciate all that you do for our community,” Mayor Tucker commented. 

Fiona has been instrumental in having netball played throughout our community.  Fiona instigated the Net Set Go program – 

with approximately 60 participants at St Marys – many have now joined the association to ensure that we have continued 

growth within the Netball Association.  Fiona is not only committed to netball but has also been involved in junior football in St 

Marys with her son.  “Fiona is an excellent junior coach, encouraging girls and boys to play the game.  With Fiona, playing the 

game is more important than winning, Mayor Tucker stated.  “Congratulations Fiona  - there are many young people who 

appreciate the start that you gave them to sport.”  Congratulations to all the recipients.  

Fiona Lowe, Zoe Bucknell, Robyn Moore  -  Australia Day 

Ambassador, Heidi Howe, Wayne Cubitt, Dale Richards 

and Cullen Dwyer, at the Australia Day Awards ceremony. 
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“THANK YOU,” SAYS ST MARYS COMMUNITY SPACE SECRETARY 

After five years of community consultations, planning and hard work, the St Marys Community 

Space was formally declared open on 31st January 2021.  Over 300 people enjoyed seeing local 

and visiting skateboarders and scooter riders show off their skills, after the opening ceremony 

lead by Association Secretary Janet Drummond, who acknowledged the Traditional Owners, and 

asked Aunty JeannyMarie to come forward and provide a welcome to country.  Ms Drummond  

then welcomed special guests, who included Mr John Tucker MP representing Premier Mr Peter 

Gutwein, Deputy Mayor Mr John McGiveron representing Mayor Mick Tucker, Councillors 

Margaret Osbourne OAM, Lesa Whittaker and Kylie Wright and Andrew McGregor, board member from the Tasmanian 

Community Fund, and noted apologies from a number of invited guests who were unable to attend the postponed opening. 

“There’s an old African saying that it takes a village to raise a child, and I think I can expand on that and say that it has taken a 

town and the wider community to build this community space,” Janet stated.  “Just last week I was chatting to someone who 

said that we all know a bit about how this space came into being, but not the whole story. So today, I want to give thanks to 

all of those who contributed to making this community space the wonderful place on which we 

are having this gathering today, and to tell the whole story.  

Janet then went on to list the many organizations which provided funding, and thanked the 

enormous number of members of the local community who had given support, along with donors 

from other parts of the municipality, including the Break O’Day 

Council, who, through a unanimous decision back in 2015, gave the 

land to be developed by the St Marys Space Association into this 

incredible park.  

“I want to give special thanks to our President Paul Aulich,” Ms 

Drummond stated.  “Without Paul, the Association would not have 

had someone on-site for the many hundreds of hours that Paul gave to this project.   Thanks 

also to the entire Aulich family who supported Paul throughout this process.   Without ALL of you this Community Space 

would not be here, she continued.  “This was and IS a community driven project; the community 

and particularly the YOUTH have taken ownership of this park, looking after it and looking after 

each other, sharing skills, sharing time and sharing the space with all of the visitors who come here 

to use this facility.”  

“The positive feedback that I receive about the interactions of the youth and community with 

visitors is something we can ALL be very proud of.  So, it’s a BIG thank you to everyone who played 

a part in this process, this is YOUR community space,” Ms Drummond concluded. 

Andrew McGregor from the Tasmanian Community Fund board then spoke briefly and declared 

the Space open.   

Jimmy’s Skate and Street ran a competition which enabled both local and visiting skateboard and 

scooter riders to show off their talent. 

At the completion of the prizes being awarded, Phat Monk took over the stage, and provided 

great music which was enjoyed until about 6.30, bringing the day to a close. 

The full list of people, businesses and organizations Janet spoke about is on page 10 and 11. 

Janet Drummond , Andrew 

McGregor and Warren 

Wright, aka Wazza and 

Bluey, enjoy watching the 

competition. 

Carlo Cassan presents a 

winner with his prize. 

Sofie and India Cassan enjoy 

the basket swing. 
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The Tasmanian Archives (a part of Libraries Tasmania), and 

Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery (TMAG), are partnering 

to collect Tasmanians' experiences of the COVID -19 

pandemic. We are reaching out across Tasmania to collect 

photographs, writing and a variety of objects to ensure that 

a selection of stories and experiences associated with this 

extraordinary event are preserved into the future.  

What has life been like for you? How has social isolation 

affected the people you know? How is your community 

changing and adapting now and for the long-term? Your 

contributions will help capture this moment to help future 

generations understand the Tasmanian experience of the 

pandemic. 

Send your submission to: 

covid19stories@education.tas.gov.au  

More information is available at the Libraries Tasmania website 

or drop into your local library. 

mailto:COVID19stories@education.tas.gov.au
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Welcome back to a New Year filled with good reading!  Our group has already had two meetings, at which we discussed two 

very different books. 

The first was Dying-A Memoir, by Cory Taylor who appeared on the ABC television programme You Can't 

Ask That and talked with Richard Fidler on his ABC radio programme Conversations about living with and 

dying from a terminal illness.  Her book was published a couple of months before her death at 61, ten 

years after being diagnosed with Melanoma.  She was an award winning novelist and screenwriter and 

came late to the craft.  

Far from being a depressing read this short book is written with such honesty and pragmatism that the 

reader cannot help but be inspired by her attitude.  She loved life and this is made obvious in her 

descriptions of places and memories of past experiences.  She was sad and unwilling to leave her loved 

ones but faced the prospect of her own death stoically and with resignation.  The book is divided into 

three sections, the first part dealing with her diagnosis and treatments, the second exploring the lives of 

her parents in an attempt to understand them as individuals and the third part concerns memories of her childhood.  This final 

section ends with musings on mortality and how close death is to all of us at any given moment. 

The group's response was overwhelmingly positive and we felt that everyone in our death denying society  would do well to 

read this book which in the end left us uplifted and moved. 

 

The second book was a novel, The Ministry of Utmost Happiness by the Indian writer and political 

activist, Arandathi Roy, author of The God of Small Things.  This was a much more difficult read and 

many of the group struggled to finish it.  It is difficult because it is such a huge and sprawling story with a 

vast cast of characters and many threads to be drawn together by the end.  To greatly oversimplify the 

story, its basic idea is the story of a woman, Tilo, and the three men who loved her, but it is so much 

more than that and raises so many themes such as gender identity, the Hindu caste system, mother love 

and modern India and its dispute over Kashmir. 

The story begins with Anjum, a hijra or transgender woman, who finds shelter with a community of 

other hjira and an abandoned child who is raised with love by Anjum and the household of outcasts. The 

second part of the story tells of Tilo the architect, also something of an outsider, the journalist Naja from 

a privileged background, Musa the Kashmiri militant and the Indian Intelligence officer, Gupta, all of whom were at University 

together, went their separate ways but who remain connected in complicated ways.  The third part returns to Anjum, now 

living in a graveyard where she offers sanctuary to other outcasts and those in danger.  It is here that all the stories come 

together with Tilo and HER foundling baby girl, Miss Jebeen the Second. You'll have to read the book to work that one out!! 

Roy enjoys playing with language, uses a form of magic realism and heavy irony and does not shy away from the terrible 

violence perpetrated in the name of Hindu Nationalism, one of her main targets in the novel.  Sometimes her activism 

overshadows her art and the novel suffers for this but it is, in the end, a huge slice of exotic Indian life which you might find 

rewarding. 
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Thank You For The Christmas Edition 

    What a lovely way to end a rotten year, with such a bright and cheerful edition.  It was a pleasure to read the various articles 
and messages, and feel that Christmas really was here despite all the doom and gloom around, especially in the media.  Thank 
you Elizabeth and your team for a great effort. 

Another Word of Thanks 

   As we get older we might read that we can become 'invisible' to some members of the public.  But in all sincerity I have to 
say that both my husband, David, and myself have always been shown the greatest kindness, generosity, helpfulness, patience 
and consideration in the past few years now that we are slowing down and not always moving too well.   Doors have been 
held open, shopping taken to the car even by complete strangers on several occasions, not to mention the willing hands at the 
IGA where we usually shop in St. Marys.   I've also had assistance when loading or unloading my walker, helped after a bad fall, 
car trouble, or other situations where a helping hand has been willingly given by those much younger and fitter than me, and 
gratefully accepted. 

    After a very troubled and troublesome year, and a new year now with us, this first edition of the V.V seemed an appropriate 
time to say how much I always appreciate the kind people from Bicheno to St. Helens and all points in between, and how I 
cannot thank everyone enough for their assistance to make my days so much easier, and for David too.  God bless you, 
everyone. 

Toni Brewster, Chain of Lagoons.  

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
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“THANK YOU”, SAYS ST MARYS COMMUNITY SPACE SECRETARY continued… 

Janet expressed thanks to the following; 

The Grant Bodies   

The Tasmanian Community Fund who provided us with $286,000. The second largest grant in the state in the round in which 
we were successful. 

Drought Communities Programme – supporting communities in the most drought-affected regions of Australia. This is 
Australian Government Funding which we accessed through the Break O’Day Council and we received 2 grants, one in round 
one and one in round two – excavation and site set up costs and then the boundary fence and the car park.  

The Stronger Communities Program (Australian Government Dept. of Infrastructure, Innovation and Science) Brian Mitchell 
Federal MP facilitated the Associations grant application which provided us with half the cost of the BBQ and shelter where I 
stand today.  

Huon Aquaculture $3,000 towards the basket swing . 

St Helens/St Marys Community Bank who provided a small grant which was used towards the siting of the first picnic table. 

Commonwealth Bank staff of St Marys who nominated the Association for a small community grant. 

Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House and the TCF for the grant that funded the outdoor gym equipment. The equipment was 
originally to be sited at the recreation ground, but FVNH and TCF worked with us to allow for it to be relocated to this site as 
part of the growing vision for this space.   

The Break O’Day Council who through a unanimous decision back in 2015 gave this land to be developed by the St Marys 
Space Association into this incredible park.  

The Community  

The youth and the community who contributed to the original ideas, those who attended monthly meetings early in the 
planning process. Those who brought ideas and concerns to those meetings and to those who stepped up and joined the 
Association when it formed.  

Chris Cummings of Double C Designs for taking the vision of the space and creating a logo which has now become synonymous 

with this Space.  That branding I think was so important. 

Simon Williams of Concrete Dreams design and drafting for his willingness to be very flexible with the plan designs and to 

make changes as the community consultation progressed. I believe this construction is version 5 of the plans, which started as 

a simple skate ramp in February 2017 as a concept drawing.  

Everyone who commented on the plans when we took them out to community events for discussion and feedback.  

The Association members for sticking with the project and seeing it through to the end.  

Our construction team Andrew Gill Contracting.  

Carlo Cassan from Ramp Wizard for project management and his skills in ramp building.   

Craig Cox Excavations.  

Gradco for the donation of truckloads of dirt (as I call it), I’m sure there is a more technical term but to me it’s dirt.  

St Helens Concrete and East Coast Concreting. 

John and Annette White of the White Sands Resort. 

Chris Pedersen from Survey Resources. 

Bruce Miller.  

Everyone who donated to a collection tin be it in a shop or at an event, when our street collectors went out. The collectors 
who shook collection tins at the St Marys car show(s) and the New Years Day Races, plus the Christmas Parade. 

All the private donors who made and kept pledges and those who have chosen to give anonymously to the project.  

The businesses in St Marys who hosted collection tins and gave auction and raffle prizes. 

C&D IGA who have supported us with food donations for events. 

Cement Australia, Cornwall Colliery for their support . 

The students who undertook the ‘Youth Boss’ challenges at the St Marys District School who gave their “earnings” to this 

project. 

https://www.facebook.com/ConcreteDreamsDesignAndDrafting/
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Building Blocks and Hub4Health, through Tanya Greenwood, who have been strong supporters through this whole process.  

All of the people who took part in the video which was used in the final presentation to the Tasmanian Community Fund, from 

some of the older and highly regarded members of the community to some of our newest residents. I believe it was this video, 

when I went to Hobart, alone, to make the pitch for the funding for this Space, that won the Board over. I felt like I had the 

community with me on that day, as we watched the familiar faces (to me) projected onto a screen. It truly showed the breadth 

of support throughout the entire community, it crossed all barriers, age, gender, socio economic status.  

Simon Homes at Big Shed Studios for the putting together the video . 

The St Marys School Association. 

The organisers (Julie and Bruce Cornelius and the Executive of the Association) and all the people who attended the Bush 

Dances. 

The musicians that have supported he project:  

Ray Singline and The Trawldogs, it is almost 4 years to the day (Australia Day weekend) that we had the first big fund-raising 

event on this block, and they performed under the big willow tree. 

Pete Cornelius. 

Phat Monk who are here with us today and will be providing us with some music a little later this afternoon.   

The volunteers who came with wheelbarrows, shovels and rakes to the working bees and moved countless, and it seemed 

never ending, mounds of dirt.  

The team of volunteers who came to dismantle the old boundary fence and erect a new one.  

All those who prepared food and fed the volunteers at the working bees.  

Paul Henderson of Groundworks Landscaping who provided a whole day of labour with four workmen and machinery.  

Bob Oates for his incredible drone footage. 

SKA Power and Control for electrical installation of the BBQ. 

Jenn Binns Design for the new BBQ shelter design when we could not get the original design manufactured.  

Jimmy of Jimmy’s Skate & Street who is running the skate competition today.  

All of those who are here today giving of their time, Bronwyn and Adam from the St Marys Market Café (2019) who organised 

the BBQ today and all the SES volunteers who are assisting. Suppliers who have given produce for the BBQ today including Mt 

Elephant Fudge; The Bag Man; C&D IGA; Cripps Bread, Tas Gift Wrap, Juicy Isle, and PFD. Gloria Ward, Carol Faulkner, and 

Christine and Scott Woods. Ian Bradbury for his first aid skills.  

If I have forgotten anyone, I am so sorry, but as you can see, so much happened before we made the application to the 

Tasmanian Community Fund and the grant then became a catalyst for so much more giving. We would not have been 

successful had we not shown the community support and buy-in to this project. 

The Valley and East Cost Voice would like to congratulate Janet and the community on the completion of this wonderful 

community project! 
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Happy New Year everyone! What an amazing start to the year we have had here in Break O’Day and it is all largely due to the 

love that our fellow Tasmanians have shown us over the summer holidays. 

For us locals, summer can be a mixed blessing. While our business community depends on this visitation to keep their 

businesses running, for the majority of us residents, we get used to having this little slice of paradise to ourselves. When the 

holidays come around the population swells. Of course, summer is a really popular time but even the winter holiday last year 

saw large numbers of visitors flocking to explore our region. Despite the ‘invasion’ of visitors I am really proud of our 

community who welcomed them to our townships with open arms and were more than willing to share their secret spots.  

One thing that has been really noticeable to me in my Newsagency, has been how respectful and positive both locals and 

visitors have been.  Could this increase in respect of one another be a positive side effect of COVID-19? We have seen 

customers politely observing social distancing, holding the door for each other and even letting elderly customers cut in line.  

Call me old-fashioned, but witnessing this I was reminded of the good old days of chivalry and respect for your elders that was 

drummed into me as a kid.  A kind gesture like this can make all the difference to someone’s day, whether local or not, and I 

hope that the ‘pandemic’ of kindness continues long after COVID has gone. 

Before I go, I need to take a moment to congratulate our Australia Day Award winners. Every year a panel appoints an 

Australian Citizen and Young Australian Citizen of the Year awards, which this year went to joint Australia Day Citizen of the 

year award winners, Dale Richards and Wayne Cubitt, and Junior Citizen of the year winner was Zoe Bucknell.  

The Australia Day Awards are definitely one of my favourite events as Mayor, as we as a community get to formally 

acknowledge some of our quiet achievers and unsung heroes.  In a small community such as ours, one individual can make all 

the difference, and I relish the opportunity to celebrate these people who too often fly under the radar. 

As the mayor, I get to hand out the Mayor’s Australia Day Awards and this year we had an amazing and inspiring candidate. Mr 

Cullen Dwyer risked his own life to swim through dangerous surf and rips to reach an 11-year-old girl who had been washed 

out to sea.  His selfless act was truly heroic and there are not many people around I am sure that would, without thinking, save 

the life of a perfect stranger.  

Thanks for reading, look after yourselves and each other. 

NORTHERN MIDLANDS COUNCIL ANNUAL AUSTRALIA DAY AWARDS  

Boucher Park at Avoca was  the place to be on Tuesday 26 January, as the Northern Midlands Council Annual Australia Day 

Awards took place under sunny skies. 

“Congratulations to the recipients of our annual Australia Day Awards. We 

are proud to have such extraordinary citizens call the Northern Midlands 

home,” said Mayor Mary Knowles.   

David Gatenby was selected as Citizen of the Year, with the Verandah Music 

Festival being awarded Event of the Year . 

Volunteer Recognition certificates were awarded to Arthur Thorpe, Paula 

Gordon - Smith, Mary Dufour, Maria & Barry Lawson, Jane Harrison and the 

Perth Mural Group, comprising Rosalie & David Wrigley, Aileen Gough, 

Phillip Gough, Rosemary Jack, Carlene Bullock and Tim Archer, pictured right. 

Avoca Museum and Information Centre volunteers helped with catering, and were also thanked by Mayor Knowles. 

 

Volunteer Recognition recipients, with Councillor 

Janet Lambert second from left . 

https://www.facebook.com/Avoca-Museum-and-Information-Centre-1240751799279963/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUuNSQ6Bum8kAw2cwMbPPYgu93YBDqiBFRT8heyejEBqKB3oEQnJvzQMiDJsdOR3cKnM64_D1fg2alXAwaLuUYcnyHTDe32VqJkIOMD_Usy0iGF_aUeUSQsZO7FVqNHOtzvucyTKNhsAFOZJkUzvtae&__tn__=kK-R
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Twelve people enjoyed the first walk of this year on Wednesday 20th January.  It was an easy 

walk behind the dunes at Scamander to the Winifred Curtis Reserve and return along the beach 

in stunning weather and alongside a roaring incoming tide. 

There were two interesting driftwood structures on the beach, one complete with a seat.  

Someone had had some fun. 

Most of the walkers ended the walk with a good coffee in the sun at ‘Swims’ shipping container 

cafe.  Thank you walks leader Christa. 

On Wednesday 27th January, Sloop Point area was the focus of this walk led by Brian - he took 

us out to the end of Sloop Point on the old tram track.  This included a stop at the old wharf site where timber was unloaded 

from the tram track (the Wurrawa track) and onto the boats. The walking was gently undulating with a few short ups and 

downs, mostly on a good track. 

The Saturday walk on the 30th January was led by Alex, and twelve people drove out to Ben 

Nevis to tackle one of the NE Highlands peaks.  There were some 

questions asked of those attending who had actually climbed the 

original Ben Nevis in Scotland, however, there were only 1 or perhaps 

2 at best.   This information was not digested as there were numerous 

leeches on the trail who were only intent on digesting the blood of the 

walkers.  One walker in particular was feasted upon somewhat more 

cruelly than the others; she must have had the sweetest blood… a bit 

like mosquitoes feasting judiciously on some rather than others.  One 

rogue pine tree (Pinus contorta) was felled on the return journey from the trig point to ensure the 

alpine area remained free from feral interlopers.  Great views were enjoyed despite the low cloud 

initially.  A walk not for the faint hearted but an enjoyable day nonetheless. 

Lunch on top of Ben Nevis.   

Felling the rogue pine 

tree on descent.    

Enjoying the beach on the first 

walk for 2021. 
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BREAK O’DAY ANGLICANS  NEWS   

SU Holiday Club 

A wonderful time was experienced by the young ones who attended the Scripture Union 

Holiday Club in the Portland Hall at St Helens, during the first week of January.  The theme was 

taken from the story of Noah in the Old Testament.  Our thanks to the team who visited St 

Helens to share stories, craft, games, and God’s love with our young ones. 

The New Year - 2021 

You do not have to dread what lies ahead this year.  This year you can experience God’s love, mercy, faithfulness, goodness, 

and favour in your life.  So, this year when you face a mountain or go through a valley, remember that God is with you.  If you 

walk with God and honour him in all you do, this can be one of the most blessed years of your life. 

Did you make a New Year’s Resolution?  What about this one – add it to your list; “Read the Bible in 2021 and give God a go”.  

Why not take a look at the world’s most popular book – the Holy Bible.  Did you know year in and year out, the Bible is the 

world’s most purchased book?  It outsells all other works. 

There are at least 4 benefits from reading the Bible…. you may think of others…. 

 Time spent reading and studying the Bible helps the development of our faith.  Our faith grows when we read and hear 
God’s Word.  The more we do it, the stronger our faith becomes. 

Reading the Bible helps us to worship God aright.  We need to follow his guidance given in his book written to us.  We do 
not want to slide into idolatry.  We need to learn what pleases God. We do not want to be worshipping an unknown 
god. 

The nurturing of hope comes from exploring the Scriptures. And don’t we need hope now?   Christian hope is a confident 
expectation regarding the future.  That is why Christians are not despairing pessimists nor naïve optimists.  We know 
God has everything in his hands and will one day come again to this earth to right all wrongs and take full control 
over human affairs. 

When we meditate on God’s word, we can obey God.  How can we obey him unless we know his will and his instruction 
for life?  Can we suggest you start with the life story of Jesus in the book of 
Mark? 

So, look at the Holy Bible, read and enjoy its life-giving words in your down time this 

summer – you will be surprised by what you find. 

May our Father in heaven continue to bless you and your family in 2021. 

Enquiries to 6376143, or find us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/anglicanbod 
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Crossword  53.01 

 

 

 

Free 

6am-9pm  

We have more than books. Borrow 

a DVD, CD or magazine. Search our 

website and order a title from 

anywhere in the state. Check out 

our e-resources too. It’s all free! 

eLibrary: www.libraries.tas.gov.au 

St Marys Library  

31 Main Street, St Marys 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTS 

Do you have fruit you would like to sell? 

Are you looking for sports gear for your 

kids? 

Are you having a garage sale? 

Or something you would like to advertise?  

This space is for YOU to tell everyone what 

you have to sell or want to buy, and it is 

FREE! 

Sent your notices to:  

valleyvoice@fvnh.org.au   
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IN OUR SCAMANDER GARDEN… 

What a lovely time we got to have with our granddaughter Layla, who lives at Scottsdale.  I was warned that she is often on 

her iPad. Well I have never used one before, so I got Layla to teach me how to play some 

games.  She turned it off as soon as I asked her to and was a willing little helper.  On our day 

after Layla's arrival, it was off to see her great grandparents in St Helens.  What a beautiful 

hug she got from 'Nanny Rose’, and 'Poppy Dood' could not believe how tall she had grown.  

Aunty Lu invited us to Christmas lunch and the tables were decorated with candles, tinsel and 

foliage, but the best part was seeing so many relatives. Layla did not realise she had so many 

cousins. 

I had promised to make a Birthday cake for Layla with her help, not that it was her birthday.  We enjoyed picking cherries and 

adding some to the top of the chocolate cake and also Layla wanted to make some jam. She had come first in the Junior 

competition with her crab apple jelly some years before when we entered the St Marys judging and I came first with overall 

champion, so we were both smiling that day.  Layla said she was not good at cracking eggs and so I said. “you need more 

practise,” and off to the hen shed we went and then made some biscuits.  I thought a reward was in order, so off to Falmouth 

for a swim but no  -  too cold without a diving suit, so after watching the kayaks being paddled, we set off to Scamander for a 

swing at the play area.  The water was sparkling and the tension left as I sunk into memories of my childhood swings.  We 

went home and pulled some carrots and silver beet and made Poppy Steve a stew. 

Sadly time had flown by and it was time to take Layla home.  She was disappointed we couldn’t visit the Terry Bunch in St 

Helens but they were visiting their grandparents down South….never mind, next time. 

On another note, when I told husband Steve that the BBQ table he had built needed deeper 

pot plant holders as they were drying out too fast, he rectified that by making a large wooden 

container, and after adding a lining of mesh so pots could drain but not lose their soil, he 

added the old pot plant holders with their bottoms removed. New potting mix was poured in 

and I planted lettuce and herbs in their spacious new home. Steve oiled the table and now it 

is ready for our next BBQ.        Until next time, Peggy 
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POSITIVE START TO OUR WELLBEING PROJECT  

Last week our Wellbeing Project team met for the first time.  We had 26 community members involved and it was wonderful 

to see so many people come together who genuinely want to make our community a better place.  With balloons, string, loud 

music and flowers, it was perhaps not a typical first project meeting…. but there was a beautiful sense of connection, energy 

and hope in the room.  

The purpose of our first gathering was to get to know each other and learn a little about wellbeing and the Wellbeing project. 

The energy in the room was buzzing, but for those of you that didn't make it; watch this space. 

Good things are coming to the Break O'Day Community.  

The team had the opportunity to talk about their hopes for their 

personal wellbeing, and for our wider community.  It was clear 

that collectively; We want to have a strong focus on inclusion and 

connection for the project.  It is essential that all areas are 

represented and that wellbeing initiatives touch our smaller 

townships and make a difference to all community members, 

regardless of age, interests or geographic location.  Connection 

was also a common theme; we want to create ways that people can connect meaningfully and 

build lasting relationships, because we know positive relationships underpin our wellbeing.  

This was a beautiful hope statement from one community member: “To give the community all 

the opportunities they want to connect with each other and find common interests, share experiences and enrich each 

other’s lives.” 

This week we will be sharing information about: 

 Wellbeing and our project to share with friends and family 

 Community wellbeing conversations so you can find a time and place that suits you 

 The PERMAH Wellbeing Survey so you can check on your personal wellbeing 

 The Wellbeing Certificate and how to apply  

Developed as a pilot project Break O’Day Mayor, Mick Tucker 

said he hopes that the project will be replicated by other 

Councils and groups around the State in years to come. 

“We are really excited to be able to offer this project to our 

community and in my view the real strength of this initiative is 

that it will be driven by the community, for the community.” 

Mayor Mick Tucker said. 

“We also thank the Tasmanian Community Fund for not just the 

funding but for understanding our wellbeing vision.” 

If you’re interested in getting involved, please join our Break 

O’Day Community Wellbeing Project Facebook page or get in 

touch with Jodie at jodie.cooper@bodc.tas.gov.au  

mailto:jodie.cooper@bodc.tas.gov.au
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Harris Funerals 
St Helens, Bicheno & Fingal Valley 

We are here when you need us. 

Burial or cremation, traditional or  

unique funeral services available. 

Office & Chapel:  

46 Tully Street St Helens 

6376 1153 ~ 0418 133 420 
tamara@harrisfunerals.com.au 

Member of the  

Australian Funeral Directors Association 

ST MARYS CATHOLIC PARISH 

WEEKEND MASS  times. 

ST HELENS: Saturday 6.00 pm. 

ST MARYS: 2nd & 4th Sunday 9.00 am     3rd & 5th Sunday 11.00 am 

BICHENO: 1st, 3rd & 5th Sunday 9.00 am 

FINGAL: 1st Sunday 11.30 am 

Parish Administrator:  

   Fr. Norbert Z Ochoa   0437 324 227 

   fr.bitz51@gmail.com 

………………………………………………. 

WEEKDAY MASS: 

ST MARYS: Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 10.00 a m. 

ST HELENS: Thursday 10.00 am 

BREAK O’DAY 

ANGLICAN CHURCH  

SERVICE TIMES  

St Helens 

St Paul’s:    9.30am  every Sunday 

58 Cecilia Street, St Helens. 

St Marys 

Holy Trinity:   10.00am  every Sunday 

13 Main Street, St Marys. 

Pyengana 

St Michael & All Angels:  7.30pm   4th Sundays  only 

28007 Tasman Highway, Pyengana.  

Enquiries: 6376 1144;  or Facebook: anglicanbod 
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AUTOMATED ELECTRIC DEFIBRILLATORS 

Binalong Bay  

Outside wall of  toilet block, main beach carpark, Main Road,  

Binalong Bay. 

St Helens District High School  
In the swimming pool enclosure, available during pool hours. 

St Helens Supa IGA  
Wall mounted inside the foyer, available during open hours. 

St Helens Football Club      
Located inside the club rooms. 

Scamander Sports Complex   
On the wall just inside the dining room doors.   

Falmouth Community Centre - 24hr access 

Wall mounted outside Morrison St entrance. 

St Marys District High School  
In the swimming pool enclosure, available during pool hours. 

Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House - 24hr access 
On the wall outside the front door. 

IN AN EMERGENCY CALL 000 
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POLITICIANS PEDAL FOR DIABETES AWARENESS 

Member of Parliament Guy Barnett is once again hitting the 

road on two wheels, as he participates in the 16th annual 

Diabetes Tasmania Tasmanian Pollie Pedal 2021, which will 

cover over 250 kms of spectacular country and coastal 

views. 

“The unique annual fundraising event raises awareness and 

funds to support the important work of Diabetes Tasmania.  

Since 2006, Diabetes Tasmania with my support as Senator 

for Tasmania and now as a Member of Parliament, has 

raised over $740,000 and cycled thousands of kilometres to 

support Tasmanians with diabetes, their families and those 

at risk, Mr Barnett said in a press release.  “As you know, I 

have type 1 diabetes and as Diabetes Australia Ambassador, 

I am thrilled to continue the charge to help other 

Tasmanians with diabetes.” 

Officially commencing in St Helens on Friday 26 February, 

riders will also travel through the leg-burning St Marys Pass 

on their way to Scamander, Bicheno, Swansea, Triabunna 

and Orford, concluding in historic Richmond. 

“If you would like to support me raise funds for Diabetes 

Tasmania, my fundraising page can be found at https://

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Guy-Barnett 

My thanks to all of those have supported, and continue to 

support this very worthy cause.” 
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OPENING HOURS: 

MONDAY, TUESDAY AND THURSDAY 

10.00 AM  -  8.00 PM 

FRIDAY 9.00AM  -  4.00 PM 

SELECTED SATURDAYS 9.00  -  3.00 PM 

CLOSED WEDNESDAY AND SUNDAY 

 

BOOKINGS  

AVAILABLE BY  

APPOINTMENT 

ONLY 

CONTACT ME 

ASAP, AS 

BOOKINGS ARE 

FILLING FAST 
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ONE TOWN, ONE FOOTBALL CLUB:  

EAST COAST GIANTS UNITE WITH ST HELENS SWANS  

St Helens Football Club has amalgamated with the local junior football club, the East Coast Giants, and 

are looking forward to a year of great games and more co-operation between the tiers of player under a 

new name.  “We are aware that it is essential to have long-term viability of senior teams, and having 

junior players come up through the ranks is the best way to ensure this,” St Helens Swans club secretary Steve Walley said.  

Last year, with no teams playing, the club took the opportunity to work with other clubs in the NTFA who have followed this 

model previously, and develop their own plan of whole-club governance, which was formally adopted at the Annual General 

Meeting in November last year.  “The general committee will have representatives from sub-committees which govern both 

junior and women’s football, and we are all ready seeing the benefits of inclusion of juniors in the club,” he added. 

At present, the juniors have three teams; under-12 division two, under-16 division two and under-17 girls, which has drawn 

more local participants, and increased the number of player from outside St Helens, such as St Marys, Scamander and Fingal.  

In other news from the St Helens Swans, the club has just gained a $200,000 grant for the installation of AFL standard lighting 

at the ground, which makes night football and other community activities possible. This should be ready by next year,  -  

they're really excited about this  -  and have installed new lighting in the clubrooms, upgraded the toilets and refurbished the 

kitchen. 

The ground is looking better than ever before thanks to the new in-ground sprinkler system which was installed last summer, 

and the club’s giant auction is being held on Saturday 6th March which will include produce, tradesman services, a collectors 

253 V8 HZ Holden ute, horse box, wood, furniture and heaps more.  Register at 10.00 am for an 11.00 am start. Food and 

drinks will be available.  

The season launch is on the evening of 27th March at the clubrooms, with the first roster match on Saturday 10th March 

(away), and the first home game a week later on 17th March.  Training for the Swans junior teams will be at the St Helens 

ground on Wednesday evenings at 4pm for the next 4 weeks, and we have recruited really well, with at least 8 new players to 

make their Swans debut in round one. 

Our biggest game of the year the Pyengana "extravaganza" will be held on 1st May, possibly against current premier Lilydale; 

more details on this later. 

The Valley and East Coast Voice is pleased to have joined forces 

with the St Helens Swans, and will be bringing you match 

reports and news each issue for the 2021 football season. 

East Coast Giants and St Helens Swans have joined forces to provide a 

pathway for players, from Auskick to senior teams. 

Photograph taken from Facebook page. 
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Hello all to 2021, back and refreshed after the Christmas and New Year break.  Not so much time for relaxing at the Centre, 

with bowls and golf both taking up much of our volunteers’ time, during which we have hosted East Coast Bowls games and 

finals, and our usual Christmas event, the Clive Berwick Memorial Triples, which this year was won by a local team of Jack 

Viney, Ian Johnson and Trevor Viney.  The East Coast Fours was won by Jeff Matters, Garry Laycock, Bobby Harwood and Dean 

Squires, and the pairs event by Sammy Seymour and Tony Faulkner from Scamander.  Well done to you all, and to those who 

competed and made the event so popular.  A quick mention to our catering and greens staffs, who worked tirelessly during this 

time so that the events could run smoothly, something that hasn’t gone unnoticed by the participants.  At present, we are 

leading up to final of the East Coast Singles.  Evergreen veteran John McDonald takes on Bicheno’s Mark Oliver and 

Scamander’s Tony Faulkner plays Swansea’s Shane Pollington to see who goes into the grand final in the afternoon.  Our ladies, 

too, are well represented with Tamatha Grose and Julie Keane making their way through to the preliminary finals next Sunday; 

a great day’s bowling ahead with a 10.30 am start to the games. 

It’s also nice to see some familiar faces re-visit the club, John Scheir whilst home for a short break and Derek Peardon.  Both 

were great to catch up with and reminisce and stretch some truth about days gone by. 

The club refurbishments are just about completed with the new bar looking better every week, the change and storage rooms 

coming together, and most of our machinery has gone in to our new facility shed and the cement ramps and wash-down bay 

nearly finished. 

MEMBERS DRAW:   Last week Bruce Cornelius, and the week prior, Peter Sorenson, who was lucky enough to be present to 

claim the carton of cheer. 

BOWLS:   Not much to report on the Pennant scene, with our intrepid crew going down in the last few weeks in the roster 

games, although last week we managed to get 3 points against the very strong Swansea team.  Finals this year look to have 

slipped away, but we are still there enjoying our bowls and being as competitive as we can. 

GOLF:   We had a couple of Sundays away because of bowls, but when we attempted to pick up the clubs, the weather 

intervened.  We did however manage a game a couple of weeks ago, when Peter Sorenson won easily, with Macca nearest the 

pin on misery.  With bowls commitments out of the way soon, we hope to see an increase in numbers and the golf back in full 

swing, pardon the pun!  Nice to hear the positive comments about the course recently, and we now have the veteran golfers 

returning in June for a hit; great news.  Also good news is that a number of new people that have moved into the town are 

wanting to join and participate in our club sports, great news indeed.   

We play every Sunday at 11.00 am, cost is just $5.00, which gets a game and a feed. 

Until next time, good hitting and rolling. 
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