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DON’T FORGET TO ‘Check In TAS’! 

The Tasmanian Liberal Government’s number one focus remains the health and safety of Tasmanians, and the use of the 

‘Check In TAS’ app by businesses and their patrons and customers is an important tool to help us keep on top of COVID. 

In a recently-released media statement, Minister for Small Business  Jane Howlett expressed the State Government’s 

appreciation of the response of the small business community to the need to enable customers to check in upon entering 

their businesses.  

“We are extremely proud of how quickly Tasmanian businesses have adopted the Check In TAS app, including by embracing 

the QR process,” she stated.   

From this week, the requirement for Tasmanians to check in, via the Check in Tas app, is being phased in to new venues in 

Tasmania including retail premises, such as supermarkets, shopping centres and Big Box outlets, as well as accommodation 

premises, educational settings and aged care locations. 

Details on the Check in Tas app and how to register for a QR Code can be found via the Business Tasmania website at 

www.business.tas.gov.au/coronavirus_information/check_in_tas_app, and the Government expect these businesses to have 

the new requirement in place by 31 July.  

Additionally, anyone aged 16 years and older is now required to check in whenever they enter a premises, not only when they 
stay for longer than 15 minutes. 

Workers who enter their workplace, if their workplace requires the use of 

Check in TAS, will only need to check in once a day. 

 

“It’s important that we do everything we can to keep Tasmanians safe and this 

includes strengthening our ability to track and trace should a COVID-19 case be 

detected in Tasmania.  I urge any business that needs assistance or support 

with the Check In TAS app to please contact Business Tasmania at 

cita@business.tas.gov.au or phone 1800 440 026.,” Ms Howlett concluded. 

http://www.business.tas.gov.au/coronavirus_information/check_in_tas_app
mailto:cita@business.tas.gov.au
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WE DON’T JUST PLAY WITH WATER! 

This issue, we start looking at the role that the Tasmanian Fire Service plays in the lives of small towns, and we hope that some 

of you readers will consider becoming members of your local fire brigade. 

Many people become members of volunteer fire brigades because they want to put something back into the community in 

which they live, or be able to help in times of emergency.  When you join a brigade you become part of a large team who have 

an important job to do for their community.  Those roles include: 

     Firefighter  Radio and Communications  Personnel Training   Record Keeping 

 Neighbourhood Liaison  Incident reporting  Station maintenance  and Logistics, 

but there are other duties that also need to be fulfilled. 

People with disabilities are very welcome to join their local fire brigade, and are considered as valuable as those without 

disabilities.   Generally speaking, age is no barrier either, although younger volunteers have sensible limitations!  Tasmanian 

Fire Service is fully inclusive, with all facilities and support being available to all members. 

It is not uncommon for whole families to be members of a volunteer brigade, with young people joining as juniors and cadets, 

and continuing on in their adult life, as Catherine Bean of Fingal has, and Catherine Thomas of Cornwall  intends to.   

Catherine Bean wanted to join the Fingal Fire Brigade from a young age, as her dad was an officer, and she saw it as a way to 

do something together with her Dad.  As there were quite a few other younger members, she also saw it as a way to connect 

with them, in a way which would be of benefit to the town, along with training in a wide range of useful skills. 

Catherine Thomas’s Dad is also  a member of the local brigade, along with her brother Michael, and she has grown up with her 

whole family being involved in the Tasmanian Fire Service.  “I was only 2, but I remember the fires in 2006 that devastated the 

East Coast clearly,” she said. “I remember Dad not being home for days on end,” she added, “so it can be challenging, both for 

the firefighter and their family.”  Catherine sat in during Michael’s training, and her age is the only thing that prevents her 

from attending the fire-ground.  Her mum, Ann-Maree, also contributes to the St Marys Fire Brigade.   “Sadly, a chronic illness 

prevents me from being an active fire fighter, yet that doesn't mean that I can’t do my bit.  I have offered my cleaning services 

to the Emergency Services building at St Marys, and radio communication and preparing meals for firefighters out on the 

ground are also important jobs,” Ann-Maree said.  You also develop other life-skills, such as flexibility, team-work, self-

discipline, commitment, tenacity and self-confidence.  All these qualities look good on a  resume or job application! 

Training is a major part of being a member of TFS, and can look daunting, but it is another reason that people join fire 

brigades.  Training is standardized throughout the state, and can be carried across to other fields.  “The training is provided by 

qualified persons, and has two types; brigade training, and courses offered by the TFS,” Catherine Bean stated.   

Brigade training takes place at the local fire station and with the crews in the local area, and enables the brigade members to 

work together to practise what has been learnt, and to become familiar with all the equipment on the appliances and working 

together.  It is lead by a member of the brigade, and decided on by the members.   

Course training happens at a number of facilities, and is conducted by qualified training officers.  It is recorded, and is part of 

your qualifications gained by being a member of the Tasmanian Fire 

Service.  It usually consists of both theory and practical experience, and 

there is no pressure to undertake training that you feel is beyond you.  

“The trainers are friendly, and many are also volunteers, so they 

understand how you may be feeling,” Fingal Fire Brigade Chief Richard Gee 

told me.  “If you don’t understand something, you just have to ask, and 

they will go over the details again for you,” he added.  Like all other Chief 

Officers, Richard has risen through the ranks, starting out as a fire-fighter, 

and taking on more responsibility as he was elected through the ranks.    

Next issue, we look at the social side of being a member of your local 

volunteer fire brigade  

Check out:  http://www.emergencyvolunteers.tas.gov.au/fire  if you want 

more information, or call the Brigade Chief listed at the right if you want to 

talk about  joining your local volunteer fire brigade. 

 

 

YOUR LOCAL BRIGADES 

East Coast: 

Binalong Bay – Matt Gibson  0418 332 717 

St Helens – Dale Richards   0491 968 945 

Scamander – Michael Aulich  0417 507 239 

Falmouth – Shannon Hibberd  0439 615 213 

Fingal Valley: 

Avoca – Rob O’Connor   0417 337 241 

Fingal – Richard Gee   0419 357 386 

Rossarden – Alan Butler   0457 469 185 

Mathinna – Robert Parsons  0409 239 415 

St Marys –  Jason Mc Giveron  0417 101 420 

http://www.emergencyvolunteers.tas.gov.au/fire
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VIETNAM VETERANS DAY 2021 

 

This year marks ‘The 50th Anniversary of the end of Combat Operations by Australian Troops in Vietnam’.  

Vietnam Veterans Day will be commemorated on Wednesday the 18th of August.  The service will 

commence at 11.00am at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial site at the Cenotaph, in St Helens.  If you wish 

to join Veterans in the march, please form up at Hilly’s Supermarket, St Helens at 10.45am.   

You are invited to lay a wreath for the fallen during our Remembrance Service. 

If the weather is inclement, the Service will be held in the Portland Hall, adjacent 

to the cenotaph.   

For further details, please contact President of the East Coast Branch, Gary 

Graham on 0409 178 060. 

 

This event will be dependent upon the COVID situation on the day. 

MALAHIDE GOLF CLUB CELEBRATES 50 YEARS 

Malahide Golf Club is a nine-hole course situated in Tasmania's rural north east at Fingal.  The par-72 course is set in beautiful 

surrounds with grass greens.  It follows a gently undulating landscape with few hills.  Greens, tees and fairways are carefully 

watered.  

Malahide Golf Club was established on the ‘Malahide’ estate at Fingal in 1946.  There is not a lot known about the original 

Club.  “I do recall a few stories from my grandfather Marv Barnes, a life member of the club, that the course was pretty rough 

in places, and that the greens had fences around them so the sheep couldn’t get on the course”, Club Captain Andrew Johns 

said.     

Sometime in the late 1960’s, Malahide estate decided that the ground the course was on was too good a pasture to have a golf 

course on it, so the farm decided to give the golf club the land it is situated on now.  At that stage it was swamp and bush.  The 

new course was designed by Peter Toogood, a very accomplished golfer and course designer of the time.  “To the best of my 

knowledge, the Hughes brothers Geoff and Barney, built the course with machines they used to harvest timber, carving the 

course out of the bush using established gumtrees as key features of the course,” Andrew continued.   

 The clubhouse was moved from its original position by the main 

white gates of the estate to the position it is in now.  “I have been 

told that in its early days at the new position, you had to walk 

outside to go the bar,” Andrew stated.   The course was opened on 

the 31st  July 1971 with much celebration, Peter Toogood hitting 

the first tee shot on the course.   

The club has produced many excellent golfers including Paul Johns, 

Kim Howe, Errol Lohrey, Tammy Hall, Deidre Panton, Mark Johns 

and Andrew Johns.  The club is run these days by a small dedicated 

group of volunteers, who do an amazing job to keep the club 

running with a small membership.  Since the local hotel closed, the 

club has turned into an immensely important part of the community 

where people can relax with a quiet bevy and talk. 

The course is open all year round and bookings are not necessary, 

with visitors welcome. Men’s competition is held on Saturday at 

11am and Ladie’s competition is on Wednesday at 11am. The 

Clubhouse has a bar and snack facilities. There are barbecue 

facilities also available  

Contact Club Captain, Andrew Johns, on 0427 854 555 if you are 

interested in playing a round of golf or joining the Malahide Golf 

Club, a part of the history of Fingal. 
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‘Bridging the Scamander – a most treacherous river’ by the author Liese Fearrman was published in 2017 in the Tasmanian Historical 

Research Association’s Papers and Proceedings, Vol. 64 August 2017.  The newspaper that each piece of information in the story comes 

from is identified by the name, date and page of the paper in the publication. 

BRIDGING THE SCAMANDER  -  PART 5 

A COSTLY BRIDGE, AND A FLOOD BEYOND ALL RECKONING                                                    

Had they realised the hardships that lay ahead, planners would probably have budgeted more carefully in building the sixth 
bridge.  But no one had a crystal ball - despite previous failures, they seemed to ‘pull out all stops’ for this one.  

Nothing local seems to have been good enough.  Materials and expertise were brought in from elsewhere, and costs rapidly 
mounted up.  Mr C. Stone was hired to oversee construction.  He had built the Ocean pier at Hobart.  This 350m long structure, 
built in 1914 for £114,000, was considered one of the finest deep-water wharves in the world.  The Government had such trust 
in Mr. Stone that he worked without restrictions.  

Piers of a rot resistant timber called Turpentine (Syncarpia glomulifera) were imported from New South Wales.  There would 
be seven sets of eleven piers each, making 77 in all!  The additional costs were huge: the cost of purchasing the timber, 
shipping from Melbourne, and rail transport to St Marys.  Some of the tight corners on the St Marys Pass had to be widened to 
get them down.  For extra protection against the teredo, piers were clad with sheets of copper below the water line, seven 
tons were needed, and a ton of copper rivets. 

Local timber merchants saw this as a vote of no confidence in the local industry.  Northeast Tasmania’s endemic ironbark 
(Eucalyptus sieberi) had similar properties and was being used for wharves and bridges around the State.  They believed that 
ironbark treated the same way as turpentine would last just as long.   

 

The sixth bridge was a costly structure. Constructed by an expert from Hobart, with piers imported from NSW and coated with 

copper sheets below the water line. It lasted four years!  (St Helens History Room photo) 

 

To add strength, the piers were driven 6m into the bed, with the outer ones slanted to resist floodwaters.  They were placed 

20m apart, to allow timber to pass through wider openings.  Part way through the erection of the piers, workmen complained 

about their condition.  A government inspector, Mr. Casboult, found that many piers were badly affected by rot.  

Mr Ross-Reynolds (departmental engineer) and Mr. E.O. Rowland (Secretary for Public Works) visited from Hobart to inspect. 

They determined it was a false alarm.  They explained that long turpentine logs often have dark brown colouring in their 

thinner parts, but this is not rot.  The only reason turpentine is used is its resistance to Teredo; it is not really a good timber in 

other ways.  They found that all but three of the piers were sound, those three having probably been damaged on the way 

down the St Mary’s Pass. 
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With all these expensive measures, the sixth bridge was celebrated as one of the finest structures to have spanned the 
Scamander River! When it was complete, the residents hauled up the punt, tarred it, and packed it away - hoping never to 
have to use it again. As readers no doubt expect by now, they would not be so lucky. The sixth bridge would survive only 4 
years: from its completion in 1925 until the record 1929 floods.  

Three days of heavy rains from Wednesday 3rd to Saturday the 6th of April 1929 brought the most damaging flood Tasmania 
has experienced in post-colonial times.  Rainfall extremes were widely distributed around the state:  500 mm fell in three days 
at Burnie and 337 mm in 24 hrs at Mathinna. The highest totals were recorded in the high country of the northeast.  

  

Rainfall distribution for the state-wide extreme flood of 1929 (Bureau of Meteorology) 

Witnesses described the Scamander River as a raging torrent. The river was later said to have ‘scoured the banks of trees for 
miles.  Huge masses of timber and debris collected against the bridge; logs were constantly churning around the piers.  At 
3:40pm, pressure from massed logs seemed to lift the piers and heave the bridge out of the riverbed on the upper side, it 
began to slope over, creaked, then with a great wash and rending of timbers it split in two and the sections were carried away 
with a roar’.  

 A huge island of accumulated debris broke through with the flow.  Sand hills, which had almost closed the river, were swept 
away, leaving a shallow bay ‘filled with eccentric currents.’  In 5 minutes, nothing was left between the shores but foaming 
water.  Most of the bridge was later found lying in the river partly submerged.  The larger portion was broken into a V, swept 
around in a semicircle by the river and forced into the sand, pointing to the sky.  The smaller part was washed 90 m downriver. 

In the aftermath, mountainous waves dashed on the rocks and beach, piling thousands of tonnes of timber along the shore, 
even on top of the sand dunes.  A heap 2 kilometres long and 10 metres wide stretched south of the river opening towards 
Falmouth.  It included trees up to 12 m in length and 1.2 m thick, logs and beams from the bridge.  Hendersons Lagoon and the 
marshlands behind the dunes south of Scamander were underwater for about 2.5 km. Dunes were covered with foam up to 9 
metres deep, extending up to 280 metres inland.  Pumpkins grown at Upper Scamander were collected at Glencoe  The 
floodwaters seem to have flowed behind the dunes along what many believe is the river’s old route.  The scene was almost 
indescribable.  Communications were down, and for two days, residents knew nothing of what had occurred elsewhere. 

Information about the 1929 flood in Tasmania: Australian Disaster Resilience Knowledge Hub https://

knowledge.aidr.org.au/resources/flood-tasmania-1929/    Tasmanian Flood History, BOM http://www.bom.gov.au/tas/

flood/flood_history/flood_history.shtml#yr1920_1929    

Launceston Historical Society Inc. https://launcestonhistory.org.au/history-of-launceston/notable-events-in-launceston/the

-flood-of-1929/   

References for the story are in Volume 64 of THRA Papers and proceedings published in August 2017. 

The events at Scamander need to be 
considered in the context of a state-wide 
disaster.  

Thousands were evacuated from their homes 
in Launceston. Twenty-two people died, 
fourteen of them in the collapse of the newly 
built Briseis Dam at Derby, eight in a car 
going off a bridge into a flooded river.  Stock, 
vehicles, homes, and other buildings were 
lost. Many rail and road bridges were 
destroyed – hardly a bridge in northern 
Tasmania remained intact. 

 Serious economic impacts were felt around 
Tasmania. The Great Depression began later 
that year; recovery took over a decade.  

TELL US YOUR STORIES OF THE SCAMANDER BRIDGE! 

We are still interested in hearing from our readers about any special memories that you have of the bridge which is being 

demolished!  My personal favourite is the time that I was riding in a fire truck, with the lights and siren going, and we made an 

arrogant mainland driver reverse off the bridge, telling him the rules of the road when we passed him...he had been causing 

trouble at accommodation we lived next door to, so that was sweet revenge! 

Share YOUR story with us; valleyvoice@fvnh.org.au  -  Elizabeth, Editor. 

https://knowledge.aidr.org.au/resources/flood-tasmania-1929/
https://knowledge.aidr.org.au/resources/flood-tasmania-1929/
http://www.bom.gov.au/tas/flood/flood_history/flood_history.shtml#yr1920_1929
http://www.bom.gov.au/tas/flood/flood_history/flood_history.shtml#yr1920_1929
https://launcestonhistory.org.au/history-of-launceston/notable-events-in-launceston/the-flood-of-1929/
https://launcestonhistory.org.au/history-of-launceston/notable-events-in-launceston/the-flood-of-1929/
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 TASMANIANS URGED TO HAND IN UNWANTED AND UNREGISTERED FIREARMS  

To help reduce the number of unwanted, unregistered, or illicit firearms in the community, Crime Stoppers Tasmania is urging 
Tasmanians to take advantage of a national amnesty and surrender unwanted firearms, without fear of penalty. 

“The focus of the national amnesty is to reduce the number of unwanted, unregistered and illicit firearms in the community by 
encouraging people to do their bit by handing in a firearm so that it doesn’t fall into the wrong hands,” Crime Stoppers 
Tasmania Chairman David Daniels said in a statement. 

“Whether it’s an inherited family heirloom, an old gun left in the back of the shed, received from a friend or family, or a 

firearm legally registered but no longer needed, they all remain a potential risk to community safety - and an amnesty 

provides opportunity to safely dispose of a firearm without cost or penalty,” he added. 

The amnesty also provides opportunity for people to register their firearm or apply for an appropriate licence.  

There is a permanent firearms amnesty in Tasmania, which means that unregistered or unwanted firearms can be surrendered 
to police or firearms dealers without any action being taken in relation to possession offences. 

Firearms are often surrendered by people who don’t have a firearms licence or who don’t have the correct category of 
firearms licence.  A firearm can be surrendered for destruction; to arrange sale (through a firearms dealer); or for safe storage 
so that the owner can apply for a firearms licence and possibly re-acquire the firearm. A firearm intended for sale may be 
surrendered direct to a firearms dealer for that purpose and they may charge relevant fees. 

A person can apply to re-acquire the surrendered firearm as long as they have the appropriate category of firearms licence in 
Tasmania and can justify their genuine need to possess that firearm. 

Firearms can be surrendered to any police station in Tasmania; check out the website: 

police.tas.gov.au for more details. 

 

(Information courtesy of Crime Stopper media release, and Tasmania Police website.) 
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SCAMANDER PROBUS GO “SWANNING” AROUND 

Members and friends of The Scamander Probus Club enjoyed a day’s outing on Wednesday, 14th July. Travelling with Franklin's 
coach, we headed for the Central Highlands. 

We stopped on the way at Poatina Chalet, and had delicious savouries and scones & cream for 
morning tea, made by Ian and staff.   The view out the window offered mist on the Western 
Tiers. 

We then ventured to Arthur's Lake village where we coached around the streets and saw 
many homes. 

Moving on to Miena, we spotted a pair of black swans 
protecting 6 young.  We ventured to the Great Lake Hotel, 
where we had a 2 course lunch and the warmth of an open 
log fire, which was too cosy to leave. 

Returning home we headed for Barton then turned off and 
arrived at Epping Forest, then continuing home. 

A good day was enjoyed by all. 

If you wish to join us on these trips, and hear guest speakers, you are welcome to come to our meetings and 
meet many friends. 

We meet at the Scamander Hotel on every 4th Wednesday of each month, commencing 10.00am till noon. 

Contact Valmai 0437 397 219 or Lorraine 6376 2185.  

The view from the Poatina Chalet. 

   

SCAMANDER GARDEN CLUB 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Peg Ryan welcomed a roomful of members and visitors to the Scamander Garden Club’s 16 July meeting, as President Marj is 
recovering and we wish her well.  Take good care of her Wendy.   Kerryn decided to take out membership and was stunned 
that it is $5.00 for 12 months from June.  Flyers for our upcoming overnighter Franklins bus trip to the north west coast, were 
distributed by Val Iken who needs names soon please, and expects the gardens will look beautiful for Spring.  The club will 
subsidise members.   

We were privileged to see Chelsea Physic Garden slides and enjoy a short talk by Nev Shaw, as he described how they 
stumbled upon it. What a find! In 1673, the Chelsea Physic Garden was established on leased land as the Apothecaries’ 
Garden, in exchange for supplying the Royal Society for a time. Beginning with 4 acres on the banks of the River Thames in 
London, the group set about planting medicinal plants during the plague.  Yes, Bryon and Nev get around... The slides were 
lovely.  The use of stone work, and to hear that it is unlikely there will not be at least one plant in our garden that did not in 
some way originate from there was surprising.  They have accumulated plants from around the world and are classed as a 
Grade 1 listed with the ‘Register of Historic Parks and Gardens of Special Historical Interest’ in England by English Heritage.  
Also they have the oldest rock garden in Europe, with alpine plants and Mediterranean plants, and the house was next to the 
mansion of Thomas More in previous times. 

Many modern medicines are brought about through the plants grown and tested there.  Another surprising fact was Neville 
saying that chocolate came from the observation of women in Jamaica, finding that cocoa mixed with milk helped tummy 
troubles.  And guess what?  Cadbury bought the recipe, which made Sir Hans Sloane become very wealthy.  So it is beneficial 
to have observation skills. Neville said they also saw blue gums and other eucalyptus there.  

Suffice to say we had a lovely gathering.  The flowers looked bright and inviting, and once again 
Sandra Flannery took out 1st place with her immaculate floral art design, which was 
an arrangement to include flowering or non-flowering succulents.  Congratulations Sandra.  Pip 
and Andrew came first with glorious tomatoes and Neville won ‘Flower of the Month’, with Peg 
Ryan our Vice-President coming equal first with Sally McQueen for ‘Any Flower’.  Well done all. 
Nita our oldest member said it was so joyful to see all the colour and the variety of flowers at this 
time of the year; you just don’t expect it! 

Gaye gave us the two sweetest miniature arrangements to observe as that is next months Floral 
Art assignment, no higher than 6”.  A challenge was issued for us to also enter a special 
competition for Gaye’s judging of an arrangement of your choice no higher than 24 inches.  

Won’t you come and have a go, you’d be most welcome! Gaye Ellis’ miniature 

arrangement. 
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 48 Main Street       Phone 03 6372 2181 

St Marys  7215  Hosts: Tony and Bronwyn 

OPEN FROM 11.00AM, 7 DAYS A WEEK 

NEW MENU NOW AVAILABLE 

Dine-in and takeaway meals available 

Lunch  -  12.00pm  -  2.00pm (Wed—Sun) 

Dinner  -  5.30pm  -  7.30pm 

Pasta night every Tuesday 

(Bookings preferred for all meals) 

GUEST ARTISTS SUNDAYS FROM 3.00PM 

    25th July:  Ian and Rita Summers  

    1st August: Brooke Banderas  

YOUR FAMILY-FRIENDLY LOCAL HOTEL 
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It is interesting how the least popular books provoke the most excited discussions!  This last month's 
book, ‘Belgravia’, by British writer Julian Fellowes, proved the point.  Fellowes is a hugely successful 
writer of screenplays for film and television, having produced works such as Gosford Park and 
Downton Abbey, and this novel has television series written all over it; indeed, you can now watch it 
on the ABC.  He has attracted worldwide audiences, so there is a strong appeal.  They are period or 
costume dramas set in the nineteenth or early twentieth century, and deal with the upper echelons 
of British society and, to some extent, their servants. It is a particular genre which has proven 
extremely popular. 

Belgravia begins in 1815 in Brussels on the eve of the Battle of Waterloo.  A grand ball is about to be 
held by Lord and Lady Richmond, one of the leading English Society families at present residing in 
Brussels, some of them because it is cheaper there than back in London!  Just because you are upper 
class doesn't mean you are rich…. Some of the Army officers present that night will not survive the battles ahead.  We meet 
many of the protagonists of the story at this ball, and then the action moves on, abruptly, twenty-six years, to 1841 London, 
and to the social consequences of that time in Belgium. 

The greater part of the story now takes place in Belgravia, a newly built enclave for the wealthy upper classes and some 
‘strivers’ such as the Trenchard family, who are "in trade", ie business, and consequently ‘personae non gratae’.  James 
Trenchard has made his money in providing supplies for the army and then in building speculation.  He is desperate to be 
accepted into High Society.  Fellowes describes his machinations to be invited to ‘occasions’ as "social mountaineering", so 
strong is his desire to be included.  His wife, Anne, is more realistic and wise to human foibles, but as a "good wife", goes 
along with his plans and supports him.  The Trenchards have a secret which links them to the Brockenhursts, one of the 
leaders of Belgravian Society, and relatives of the Richmonds, and it is the unravelling of this secret that occupies most of the 
novel.  No spoilers here! 

In Upstairs, Downstairs tradition, we also meet some of the servants of the wealthy, and they play their part in the revelation 
of the families' bombshell.  Some are loyal to their masters, others see opportunities to make money and damage their 
employers.  Their spying antics all add to the intrigue.  By the melodramatic end, mostly the ‘worthy’ are rewarded and the 
villain gets his comeuppance, but not without a bit of unlikely "biffo".  

This is a lightweight read, and from this writer one should not expect to be challenged too much.  It's entertaining with not a 
lot of character development, but Fellowes does know his subject matter; he's a Member of the House of Lords, as Baron 
Fellowes, when he's not acting or writing! 
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NOTICE OF MEETING 

The Annual General Meeting of the St Marys Tennis Club Inc will be held on Wednesday, 4th August 2021 

 at 9.30am in the Tennis Club Room, Franks Street,  St Marys.  

All welcome.  Roxy Cowie. 0419 872 781  

It's funny how remembering a departed friend can lead to recalling a moment in time that in turn led to an article I wrote for 
the ‘Valley Voice’ long before ‘Cagerattler’.  The dear person was Ruth Gill, who also wrote for many, many years as ‘Tee 
Up’ for the St Marys Golf and Bowls Club, and I believe a few other general topics over time.  

The other day we were trying to figure out how long it is now since Ruth and her husband Geoff left us.  Geoff passed first, and 
in her later years, Ruth moved to Scottsdale to be nearer to her brother and other relatives.  She passed on not all that long 
past then, but she had a few years at her unit.  She was a real trooper and all who knew her had fond memories, and her 
recollections of past years was remarkable.  

The article I wrote was called, "The Forgotten Stamp", and as it recounted, it was called that for good reason.  On this day, I 
had pulled up to grab a stamp at the Post Office, and as I was heading in, I met up with Ruth as she got out of her Morris Major 
Elite.  I began talking to her, and one thing led to another about who used to own what business.  She began rattling off names 
and places as if it was yesterday, so I quickly grabbed something to write on and a pen from my car, and jotted down all these 
good folk, many of whom had long gone.  I recall being amazed by how many successful business existed, that Ruth recalled 
with great fondness.  Even one or two that her high opinion was not quite as high of, let's just say….  A week or two later, I 
compiled all she'd told me into that article and also mentioned, that so enthralled with what she told me that day, I got home 
without the stamp I had stopped to get! 

St Marys, at different times, had several garages at the same time, two pubs together as late as 1967, at least two banks at the 
same time for many, many years, cheese factories, dedicated clothing stores, shoe stores, bike shops, a number of butcheries,  
likewise bakeries, two general mercantile stores in competition with each other, some of which happened in my time, fish and 
chip shops, a betting shop or two, insurance brokers, barbers and hairdressers, blacksmiths, and a wide variety of sporting 
clubs including homing pigeon racing.  And, of course, the different churches that folk relied on.  

Then there were a Forestry Commission office and depot, PMG (later Telecom/Telstra) depot, petroleum depots, cartage 
companies, timber mills, a tobacconist, several pharmacies, of course a number of schools in the region, undertakers, florists, 
the cinema at Todds Hall....   

There was a fully functioning and busy railway station including passenger services, bus depot, and a local hospital that did 
everything from operations to delivering babies.... guess who was one of them, as were both my sisters, among many of us 
who will read this.  Oh yes, and from 1968, a certain little local paper that we all know and love.  This, of course, doesn't 
account for the numerous mines that provided substantial work to many of the community.  

So much of this has gone now, and of course it's different times, but thanks to Ruth's great memory all those years ago, much 
was passed on to younger people, and it creates a tapestry of our history and what makes communities like ours what we are.  
It's something that is good to recall here and there.   

I still don't know how long it is since Ruth - and Geoff - left us, but I reckon in Ruth's case it's probably 20 years or 
thereabouts, and if anyone knows, it'd be nice to know, but regardless, it was a privilege to know her.  Good on you, ‘Tee 
Up’…...  

What do you think ?  
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IN OUR SCAMANDER GARDEN …. 
 

Trotting out to the shed, Steve makes wooden moulds for edgings around the pond, and for building up the walls of it.  We 
have to put long timber through the saw bench.   

There are more trips to Mitre 10 for cement and waterproofing material, then into St Helens Concrete for more mix  -  I think 
we should have shares in it!  I wait at home finding a job or two to get on with. Weeds beckon me, echoing ‘You’ll never catch 
up”.  I hear the ute bounce along the driveway.  We unload it and get on with the next mix before the rain drops fall. 

After allowing some days for the concrete walls to dry, Steve removes the timber and we see it is worth the effort.  There are 
two neat surrounds for the pond, and the walls are just the right height.  The other garden beds are forming their shapes and 
we are scratching our heads, formulating ideas of how to add to their attractiveness.  Then we decide to use stones and pieces 
of polished glass.  It is exciting watching the pieces sink a little and wonder 
what it will look like in a couple of weeks’ time, when the finishing touches 
are done.  We still have many weeks of work ahead….  

Steve transplanted an apple tree, thinking it would be an easy job, but the 
roots had grown 
more than expected.  
We put our crepe 
myrtle in beside the 
silver birch.  

 
 
 
More next time, can’t 
wait! 
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LOOKING FOR SOMETHING?  TRY THE ST MARYS TIP SHOP!  

Thanks to the ever-expanding Tip Shop community, increasing numbers of tip visitors are off-loading their excess goods, 

stopping to have a look, or dropping in for a chat and exchange of upcycling and repurposing ideas.  If something is too good 

for the tip, drop it at the Tip Shop.  

Whatever your needs or wants, It pays to check out the Tip Shop first.  Goods in the shed, 

outdoors and the container are continually changing and you need to visit regularly so you 

don’t miss out.  

The Tip Shop volunteers can assist you with upcycling ideas. Here is a mattress wire and 

spare parts sheep, pictured right. 

A big thanks to everyone who is promoting the Tip Shop and contributing to its ongoing 

success.  All funds raised are going to St Marys District Hospital. 

The Tip Shop COVID hours are Tuesday and Thursday 11.00am-3.30pm and Sunday 2.00-

4.30pm.  If you can spare a couple of hours to volunteer on these days, your assistance will 

be greatly appreciated. New volunteers are always welcome.  

Check out the St Marys District Hospital Tip Shop Facebook page. If you have any pictures you would like to share, please send 

them to the administrator on 0417 292 414, who will organise to load them onto the page.  

You are always welcome at the St Marys Tip Shop!  

ST MARYS HOSPITAL AUXILIARY ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

The next meeting of the St Marys Hospital Auxiliary will be held on 2nd of August 2021 at the St Marys District Hospital, 
commencing at 2.00pm, and will be our Annual General Meeting. 
 
We, as usual, appeal to our community to consider becoming a member of our organization which   involves very little input to 
bring about many untold benefits to our community members requiring the services and amenities provided by such a 
professional staff and facility which we all, at some time, rely on. 
 
Our members, along with our dedicated ‘Tip Shop’ operators, again volunteers, allow us to provide our community with 
equipment and facilities which are outside the budgetary constraints of Government funding. 
 
I wish to add that all monies raised from our local "Tip shop" venture benefits exclusively our local Hospital.  In the last year we 
have been able to contribute equipment and facilities such as hi-tech beds, A & E pathology chairs, and diagnostic equipment 
worth many thousands of dollars, which at times, we take for granted to be there whenever the need arises. 
 
To our dedicated members at present, many thanks, and we look forward to your continuing  presence 
and support. 
 
Kevin Faulkner, 
Secretary 
0418 350 008 

ST HELENS CATHOLIC PARISH TO CELEBRATE CENTENARY 

On 5th March 2022, the St Helens Catholic Parish will be celebrating its 

Centenary, and are looking for any photographs or memorabilia that 

anyone in the area may have concerning the Parish. 

If anyone has anything of importance, old photographs or newspaper 

articles pertaining to the church, could you please get in touch with Mary-

Ann Wadsworth on 0407 812 768, Ann Marie Blunt on 6376 2608, or 

Father Norbet at the Catholic Church at St Marys. 
St Helena and St Stanislaus Catholic Church, St Helens. 
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FREE 

6am-9pm  

We have more than books. 

Borrow a DVD, CD or 

magazine. Search our website 

and order a title from 

anywhere in the state. Check 

out our e-resources too. It’s 

all free! 

eLibrary: 

www.libraries.tas.gov.au 

St Marys Library  

31 Main Street, St Marys 

Moo Poo   

Phone Normie 

6372 2380 

Crossword  53.12 

FOR SALE 

240v generator, Scorpion CS1300 model, portable. 

Brand new, still in box.   

$200.00 

Phone 0429 162 932. 

 

ILLUSTRATION ONLY. 
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Harris Funerals 
St Helens, Bicheno & Fingal Valley 

We are here when you need us. 

Burial or cremation, traditional or  

unique funeral services available. 

Office & Chapel:  

46 Tully Street St Helens 

6376 1153 ~ 0418 133 420 
tamara@harrisfunerals.com.au 

Member of the  

Australian Funeral Directors Association 

UNITING CHURCH 

Corner Grant Street and Seymour Street, FINGAL 

Regular Services: 

1st and 3rd Sunday of month: 10.00am 

2nd and 4th Sunday of month: 11.15am 

For further information, contact Joan on 0458 598 870. 
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DIRT FLIES AS ENGINES ROAR 
 

The East Coast Motocross Club held another successful 
Ride Park Day on Saturday, 3rd of July.   

There were many new faces, some travelling from the 
north-west coast, as well as lots of local riders, all willing 
to show their skills. The track was in amazing condition 
due to some recent rain, and the riders certainly took 
advantage of this, spending many hours improving their 
lap times for upcoming local rounds.  

The younger and inexperienced riders also made great 
use of the recently-upgraded nippers track, to learn new 
skills and gain some experience before tackling the main 
track.  

There will be another chance for everybody to come and 
support our local club and have a ride at the Bar 20 track 
at Goshen, on Saturday 24th July from 10.00am. No 
licence is required for the day, just bring your bike, riding 
gear and your mates for a great day.  

 

Ride park days are a great day for all of the family to be 
on the track at the same time. 

 

Check out our Facebook page for upcoming events, and 
don’t forget to support our canteen on the day. 
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How do you contact us? 

Email:   admin@hub4health.org.au 

Web:  www.hub4health.org.au 

Facebook: Hub4Health 

Our Aim: 

To support and facilitate health and wellbeing programs to rural and remote 

communities within the Break O’Day Municipality and beyond.  

Allied Health Services Available by Telehealth or appointment: 

Launceston Chiropractic  

Gareth is now visiting St Helens on Wednesdays for appointments at Hub4Health, telephone 6331 8898   

                                                 

Bay of Fires Physio 

Neidra visiting St Helens Hub4Health  

For appointments at Hub4Health, telephone: 0499 317 929  or www.bayoffiresphysio.com  for more details.     

                                                               

Alchemy of Presence 

Lynette Maree 

 Stillness Touch - Cranial Sacral 

* Somatic Compassionate Inquiry and Play 

* Laughter Yoga 

* Lomi Hawaiian and Remedial TCM Massage 

Health Fund Rebates  *  Gift Vouchers Available  

Telephone for Bookings;  0416 059 129 

Changes ahead at Hub4Health 

Hub4Health (formerly Healthy House/Break O’Day Health Resource Association) has been advocating and supporting health 

and community services in the Break O’Day area for over 20 years.  Established by a dedicated volunteer group to bring GP’s to 

St Helens, it grew over the years to offer social work, youth services, allied health, ‘Building Blocks’ early years program and 

much more.  Many fabulous staff and volunteers have come through the Hub4Health and have shown great dedication and 

commitment to our community, for which we are all very grateful. 

In recent years it has become clear that funding for health and community services is directed at larger organisations and that 

there is a focus on chronic health conditions rather than preventative health (which was Hub4Health’s strength).  As a result of 

these funding changes the current board of management have taken the difficult decision to find new homes for current            

programs so as to ensure their long-term viability. 

All Hub4Health programs are now in transitioning to new hosts: 

• Building Blocks and the Active4Life Gym programs will be facilitated with the Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House 

• Walking Group will be with the St Helens Neighbourhood House 

• Health Network will be with Break O’Day Council 

• Allied health services will continue with private providers remaining onsite until further changes are in place. 

As part of the changes the board have engaged Knight Frank to oversee the sale or transfer of the property at 5 Portland 
Court.  Hub4Health are keen to see the greatest community benefit for the health and wellbeing for Break O’Day residents to 
come from the use of this asset, and so will be calling for Expressions of interest – for more information,  
Doug.Marshall@au.knightfrank.com  

http://www.bayoffiresphysio.com/
mailto:Doug.Marshall@au.knightfrank.com
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LATEST NEWS! 

As you may be aware, Hub4Health is winding down and transitioning its programs to other organisations. 

Alex B and Admin Officer Somkid had a meeting with the manager of St Helens Neighbourhood House, Belinda Lewis, last week 
and the decision was made that the Neighbourhood House will take on the administration of the Walking Group from the 1st 
July 2021 onwards.  Paperwork has been passed on to Belinda to get the process started. 

A decision as a group for a new ongoing meeting point location needs consideration. 

Thank you and Happy Walking, management, Hub4Health. 

 

Saturday 5th June 

The walk this Saturday took the shortest route from Hub4Health to Henk & Greta's shed, via the jungle of 

the lower Golden Fleece, to arrive at the shed about lunch time for a sausage sizzle kindly provided by 

Henk & Greta.  But more than that, there was a birthday cake, complete with 75 candles, and the walkers 

sang ‘Happy Birthday’.  After the festivities, walkers took the Stonyford Track to emerge on the Argonaut 

Road.  By then it was afternoon-tea time, when Adrian allowed us to use his veranda for enjoying tea and 

any left-over cake, the group then heading back to the H4H via the gravel flats of the Golden Fleece and 

the road.  Thank you Alex for leading the walk!  And of course to our mine hosts for their hospitality on 

the day! 

 

Wednesday 9th June 

This Wednesday's walk was a town walk, heading out from the Hub4Health to Jason Street via King's Park.  From here walkers  

proceeded up Jason Street to Cobrooga Drive and the reservoir at the end of the road.  Great views of St Helens and Georges 

Bay were enjoyed at the top of this section.  The group headed back down-hill via Lawry Heights and Falmouth Street to the 

foreshore track and followed this back to the Hub.  On the way back, walkers stopped at Fran and Stewart’s home for coffee and 

cake.  This walk was very easy approximately 6km, mostly on the flat apart from Jason Street. 

Thank you Fran and Stewart Taylor. (Leaders) 

 

Wednesday 16th June  

This Wednesday walk was along the ridge between Loila Lookout and Flagstaff, then descended to the foot of Flagstaff.  A short 

car shuffle was necessary.  Driving up to Loila Lookout avoided long uphill walking, just undulating, and then a descent.  

 

Saturday 19th June  

Seven stalwarts of the St Helens Hub4Health Walking group had an 

unusual Saturday walk.  The waterfall plan was instigated (thank you 

Alex) so we took in Halls Falls, the Anchor Stampers (still people 

haven't visited this great piece of industrial heritage from the tin 

mining past!) and St Columba Falls.  Weather was kind to the walkers 

with rain staying away.  We never tire of these inspiring places on our 

doorstep - Ian was the token male walker for the day.  Picnic lunch 

was taken at the picnic tables prior to walking down to St Columba 

Falls.  The group ended up with hot drinks at the Pyengana Farm Gate 

Cafe - great day - thank you everyone! 

 

A headstand at 75! 

Picturesque Halls Falls. The steps at Halls Falls. 
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Wednesday 23rd June 

Only six brave souls gathered at Scamander on a cheerless and grey day, to walk south down 

the beach towards the Winifred Curtis Reserve.  It is now quite difficult to get out onto the 

beach since the river has decided to head south and has cut off the usual access to the beach, 

but we managed and it was low tide, so easy walking on hard sand.  We climbed up to the 

Reserve and paused in vain to look for whales.  By now we were warm!  We walked along the 

boundary fence line till we came to the stile, hopped over and headed north back to 

Scamander.  We were horrified at the clearing that had been done to expand the subdivision, 

even down into the melaleuca swamp.  This area is a rich heathland holding great biodiversity, 

and it will soon be lost under roads and houses. We cheered ourselves up with coffee at 

Swims. 

 

Wednesday 30th June  

This Wednesday walk was along Beer Barrel Beach/Burns Bay.  This was an easy stroll, shorter than our usual walk, starting at 

Burns Bay boat ramp and returning  the same way.  Greta was the walk leader for the day. 

A magnificent Sea Eagle soars 

overhead in the grey sky. 
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These advertisements are paid for by the members, and do not reflect the political views of the Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House, its board or staff. 
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Hi all,  

Well the shortest day has come and gone, and that means that spring weather is just around the corner, and the trout fishing 

season is only a few weeks away, starting on Saturday 7th of August.  Many loyal traditionalist anglers will be braving the cold 

weather, and will wait until midnight then cast a worm or grub into one of the states lakes and rivers, in the hope of catching 

their first trout of the season; others will be on the water at first light, while the smart or softer angler, depending on how you 

look at it, will wait until the frost or the chill of the morning goes off before venturing out.  Either way, they will all have the 

same agenda; to catch their first trout.  

To fish in any Tasmanian fresh water lake or river, you will need to purchase a licence.  You can do this by simply purchasing 

one online, or through one of the many outlets around the state.  You can buy a licence for a full season or a variety of options, 

depending on your circumstances, and you can look up Inland Fisheries web site for all the information and fees.  The Inland 

Fisheries have been busy restocking our waterways, and you can keep up to date with the stocking via the IFS website as well.  

Angler’s Alliance have webcams set up around the state which are quite helpful if you are intending a trip to one of the lakes 

that have one installed, just to have a look at the lake level, how many boats are fishing there, or the weather.  You can scroll 

across the screen and it is time generated, so you can check from daylight to dusk; sometimes you may spot a unintended 

visitor such as deer or a kangaroo that may wander into the webcam’s view.  Once again, if you Google ‘Anglers Alliance 

webcams’, you can navigate your way from there. 

Fishing Reports 

Things have been a bit quiet on the fishing reports due to the time of year, but some reports of fish being taken from the 

beaches and bays, some tuna are still being caught off the coast. 

I had a reconnaissance mission to the Scamander River on Thursday 1st of July, to see if any bream were to be found up the 

river, but despite many casts with different lures, only one old resident bream came to the net.  This day there was no tidal run 

to speak of, and the water was flat with no wind, but it was relaxing just to have a flick.  On checking my fishing diary entries 

last year, on 20th of July we had our first crack at a winter bream, when we picked up nine bream, so they should be starting to 

head back into the system shortly and think about the spawning run as warmer Spring  weather approaches.  

This is the time to check out your fishing tackle and rods.  I normally get them out and give them a clean, and give my reels a 

small amount of  reel grease, respool my fly lines, clean out the tackle bag and find those things you had forgotten you had 

purchased and thrown into the bag.  Of course, you need to do this without your wife or partner knowing or seeing how much 

fishing gear you have purchased that is probably still in their packets; by doing this task in private it saves the same old 

comment from the wife of, “How much gear do you need?  That could be a new pair of shoes for me,” and then your response 

of a mumble under your breath, “Bit hard to thread a hook and catch a fish in a pair of high heeled shoes.”                                  

Until next time, tight lines!  
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ST HELENS NETBALL ASSOCIATION 

Game Results, Round 8  

Round 8 
Division 3 Bay of Fires (1) defeated Georges Bay  (10) 

  Surfside v Clovers was postponed 

 

Division 2: Clovers (19) defeated Surfside/Clovers (6) 

  Georges Bay (39) defeated Bay of Fires (19) 

 

Reserves : Surfside (34) defeated Clovers(20)   

  Bay of Fires (29) defeated Georges Bay (23) 

 

Division 1: Surfside (39) defeated Clovers (26) 

  Bay of Fires (35) defeated Georges Bay (19)  

 

 

    LADDER  (as at 24 June)      

Division 1    Reserves    Division 2   Division 3 

Bay Of Fires - 20   Bay of Fires  -  22   Georges Bay  -  24  Bay of Fires  -  24  

Georges Bay - 18   Georges Bay  -  22   Bay of Fires  -  20  Surfside  -  18   

Surfside- 16    Surfside  -  14    Clovers  -  14   Georges Bay  -  18 

Clovers - 12    Clovers  -  14    Surfside  -  12   Clovers  -  12 

Suncorp NetSetGo is Australia’s official starter program for girls and boys aged 5 to 10.  It’s a chance to learn the netball 
basics, get outside, and make some friends. 

NetSetGo is in full swing in St Helens.  Here are a few photographs of the clinic recently held. 

For more details, go to: https://play.netball.com.au/kids/sunccorp-netsetgo 

NET       SET         GO! 
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NEXT ROUNDS FOR SENIORS AND RESERVES: 24 July, UTAS in Launceston;  31 July, Old Scotch at Old Scotch. 

UNDER 12 BOYS 

 

 

On Sunday 11th July, the team had a bye, and were 2nd on the ladder 

.  

They played Prospect on Sunday 18th July, at home. 

A great win by all of the team! 

Results:  East Coast Swans  10. 10 (70)  Deloraine  0. 0 (00)  

Swans Goals: Connor French 4, Miles Gill 2, Byron Woods 2, Riley Jordan, Jaxon Harrison. 

Swans best:  Byron Woods, Floyd Groves, Connor French, Jaxon Harrison, Flynn Bidgood, Oliver Robbie. 

The boys take on South Launceston Red at  St Helens this Sunday 25th July at 9:37am. 

UNDER 14 BOYS 

The Under 14 team also had the bye on Sunday 11th July, sitting in 3rd place on the ladder. 

On Sunday 18th July they played Prospect Brown, who sit at the top of the ladder.   

While the half-time score was encouraging, the team ran out of puff in the 3rd quarter, letting Prospect come away with the 

win. 

Results:  East Coast Swans  3.7 (25) defeated by Prospect Brown  10.4  (64) 

Swans goals: Noah Cherry, Kobe Medcraft, Daniel Cook .    

Swans best:  Sam Pearce, Ned Woolfe, Tysen Gamble,  Jakih Curtis-Slim, Mitchell Calow, Owen Hilton. 

Next week, they play South Launceston Red, at St Helens. 

 

 

 

UNDER 17 GIRLS 

No games were played on Sunday 11 July, and the girls are currently 5th the on ladder.  Sunday 18th July was a bye. 

 

EAST COAST SWANS ‘BEST AND FAIREST’ COUNT ON 7TH AUGUST 

The East Coast Swans will be holding their reserves and seniors ‘Best and Fairest’ count on Saturday 7th August, following the 
last roster match of the season which is against Old Launcestonions at home.  Everyone is invited to attend the function to see 
who will take out the coveted awards.  In the seniors, could it be the Christian Petracca lookalike (a bit of a stretch), Ethan 
Goldfinch, or will he be pipped by midfielders Aaron Seen and Cam Upton, who are sure to poll well. 1 st year player Adam 
Marland may surprise with his eye-catching attack on the ball gaining some votes. Brad Goodyer looks to be an early favourite 
in the reserves, having had a stellar season. Other players sure to poll well include ‘Zippy’ Pat Oldham and Matt Lovell.  

Running with the ball, Tysen Gamble escapes the grip of the 
opposition, while team-mate Hamish McIntosh watches on.  

St Helens seniors player Cam Upton manages to evade 
the opposition in the game against Lilydale on 11th 

July. 
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DEMONS PREVAIL AT HOME 
The Lilydale Demons scored a comfortable 43 point win over the East Coast Swans at Lilydale on 11th July.  
The Swans quickly opened their account with a goal to Goldfinch, but the Dees replied immediately.  Louis 
Venn continually repelled many Swans forward thrusts, while Marland, Omenihu and Crossingham were 
prominent for the Coast Boys.  Lacking backmen Ritchie and Cannon, the Swans had no answer in the second 
term for Demon forward Trent Griggs, who scored multiple majors.  The ‘Bay Boys’ only goal for the quarter came after a 
magnificent effort from Ethan Goldfinch, who gained possession on the wing and followed the footy to the goal square to kick a 
major.  A 6 goal to 1 term enabled the Lilydale side to take a 55 point lead into the half time break.  Some effective positional 
changes and a more determined approach saw the Swans have the better of the third term, kicking 4 goals to nil.  Majak Miar 
was magnificent along with midfielders Seen and Upton.  The Demons had slightly the better of the last term, booting 3 goals 
to 1.   Although beaten, the Swans can take some confidence from their last half, in which they outscored the Demons by 2 
goals.  The Swans now have 2 winnable home games before a tough road trip to play Old Scotch on their home turf. 

Final Scores: Lilydale:  14.11 (95) East Coast :  7.10 (52) 

Swans Goals: Goldfinch 2, Upton 2, Seen, Calow, Crossingham 

Swans Best:  Marland, Miar, Tate, Omanihu, Upton, Seen, Crossingham 

RESERVES 

The Swans reserves had a reality check when they were comprehensively defeated by 94 points.  From the outset, the Demons 
were far too strong and well drilled for the East Coast side, who had defeated them at their previous encounter at Pyengana.  
The Swans’ only goal came from Jarrod Mason, who played an excellent game.  The Swans midfield tried valiantly, and received 
good service from the evergreen Brad Goodyer, “Mono” Latham and Billy Flakemore.  A real positive for this team was the 
great form of first-year player Jayden Blunt, who played his best game for the year.  The young Swans will look to the next two 
games to consolidate their position in the top 5, and hopefully enter the club’s first reserves finals series. 

FINAL SCORES: Lilydale:  15.12  (102) East Coast:  1.2  (8) 

Swans goals:  Mason 

Swans Best:   Blunt, Mason, Goodyer, M Latham, Oakenfell, Flakemore. 

EAGLES PLUMMET AT ST HELENS 

The East Coast Swans easily accounted for their feathered rivals, Evandale, at St Helens on Saturday 18th July.  Goodyer, 
Robson and Haley were prominent for the Swans in the first quarter, but their forwards were consistently thwarted by 
Evandale’ negative defensive play. After a goalless first term, the Swans began to attack relentlessly, and were rewarded with 
goals to Marland and Haley.  At half time, the Swans had extended the lead to 6 goals.  Will Stoltenberg began to find his 
marking mojo and hit the scoreboard consistently in the second quarter.  Ever-reliable mid-fielders Upton and Seen were 
relentless with their pressure for the Swans, and  Ethan Goldfinch provided plenty of forward entries with his run-and-carry 
and lethal left foot.  The final term saw “Stolts” provide the crowd with a high marking clinic, taking his tally to 6 majors for the 
day. A beleaguered Evandale was only able to manage one more behind in this quarter, leaving them goalless for the day. The 
Swans have a comparatively easy game against Uni this Saturday, before tackling the two big improvers of the season, Scotch 
and Old Launcestonians in the final two roster matches of the season. 

Final Scores: East Coast Swans:  15.9 (99) Evandale:  0.2 (2) 

Swans Goals: Stoltenberg 6, Goldfinch 2, Marland 2, Baldwin, Child, Graham, Haley, Johnson 

Swans Best:  Haley, Stoltenberg, Miar, Goldfinch, Upton, Seen, Omanihu 

RESERVES 

The Swans reserves gained a morale boosting win against Evandale last Saturday.  After a relatively even start, the Swans put 

the foot down and produced an impressive second half of football.  Pat Oldham continued his fantastic improvement and was 

impressive in the ruck, as other youngsters such as Hill, Singline, Latham and Goodsell provided plenty of run from their 

positions.  Stalwart Ned Hyland was an immovable presence in the forward line, finishing with 6 majors, but it was stringy 

Jarrod Mason who was the most eye-catching player on the field, showing amazing agility and ball handling skills for a player of 

his size. The win should see the Swans reserves team enter the finals series for the first time  -   a great result for coach Kodie 

Joseph and his team. 

final scores:  East Coast Swans:  14.10 (94) Evandale  2.2 (14) 

Swans goals: Hyland 6, Singline 3, Oldham, Mason, Lovell, Reid, Davern. 

Swans Best:   Mason, Reid, Lovell, A Latham, M Latham, Oldham, Hyland.  
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The Annual General meeting of the St Marys Sports Centre Incorporated will be held on 

Saturday 24th July 2021 at the Centre, commencing at 1.00pm. 

Agenda Items  Reports from 2021-21 

   Election of Office Bearers, Patron and Auditor 

   Setting of Membership Fees 

Macca, Secretary 

Many things on the go to report this fortnight, starting with the ‘Old Codgers’ day the previous week.   

Around 35 guests enjoyed a chat and an ale or two, along with a lovely afternoon tea put together by our intrepid Centre 

crew.  Many tall tales and half-truths discussed among the crew, ‘Frog’ Cooper one of the main culprits again, with Bruce and 

Ricky not far behind.  The phrase, ‘the older I get, the better I was,’ sprang to mind on several occasions; what a great 

afternoon it was.  Guests requested that it not be long before another is planned, and many requests for some more 

documentation on the day.  Sometime in October will be the next one, so keep your eyes and ears peeled for that one.  Big 

thanks to Rick Lohrey for his contribution towards the day, a great effort. 

Golf high on the agenda again, with the Saturday fields picking up nicely, culminating last weekend with an Invitational Day, 

which saw 17 golfers take to the course, with some old familiar faces and some new, three traveling from Huonville to 

compete in a two-person ambrose.  What a great turnout; a hit of golf and wonderful lunch provided afterwards was enjoyed 

by all.  Nice to see some familiar faces back for a hit; Brad and Maryanne Ennis, Jim and Beth Haas, Shan Wilmot, and Neil 

Sorreson from North West Bay.  Scores in the news below.  A big thanks to Rodney McGiveron for running the day, assisted by 

Speed Maher; great job by all and a well-deserved boost for our lovely golf course, and the many comments after, about the 

wonderful condition of our greens, were much appreciated. 

That night, Tamatha and Leanne catered for a lovely meal night, enjoyed by those who partook, of delicious Winter Warmer 

mains and old-fashioned desserts, at very reasonable prices.  Didn’t see too much of the puddings come back to the kitchen; 

well done, ladies. 

Membership Draw:  Rodney McGiveron and Dean Rice; you can only win it if you are there! 

Footy Tipping:  The Viney crew held all the aces this fortnight, Trevor last week and Jacob this week, not too many dollars left 

the club, though.. 

Golf:  Last week, Rodney leading the stroke event from Bruce Cornelius, Peter Sorrenson, Rick Stillman, Macca and Dave, the 

latter two so far back they would need a telescope to see the leaders....  This weekend, a two-person ambrose; winners were 

the Irishtown crew Jeff Matters and Shan Wilmot on 27.5 points, - they had to be introduced to each other before the game 

even though they live in the same street!  Second was Mark Carrick and Neil Sorrenson on 28.5, third Bill Swan and Speed 

Maher 30.75, Jim and Beth 31.5, Rodney and Jason 31.5, Brad and Maryanne 31.75, and the Huon boys 31.75.  No news on the 

crows this week, must have been too many on the course.  Fantastic roll-up and heartening for our wonderful course crew.  

Come along for a hit every Saturday at 11.00am, $5.00 gets you a game and a feed. 

‘Pick a Pen’ makes a return to Friday nights as well; be there for your chance to grab some cash. 

Until next time, good hitting and rolling. 
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Avoca Post Office 

Avoca General Store 

Fingal Post Office 

Hayshed  -  Fingal 

Mathinna Post Office 

Coach House Restaurant  -              
St Marys 

C & D’s IGA  -  St Marys 

Hilly’s IGA  -  St Marys 

Hilly’s IGA  -  St Helens 

St Helens Newsagency 

Scamander Supermarket 

Mouth Café - Scamander 

The Farm Shed  -  Bicheno 

THE VALLEY AND EAST COAST VOICE 

 

Printed and published by: 

Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House Inc. 

PO Box 322   

FINGAL 7214 

is available at the following outlets: 

ISSUE 53.11 


