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THE GOVERNOR OF TASMANIAN VISITS BREAK O’DAY 

On Tuesday 10th and Wednesday 11th August, Her Excellency, the Honorable Barbara Baker, 29th Governor of Tasmania, was 

welcomed to her new role by the Break O’Day Community. 

The first official visit since taking over the position from Kate Warner, Her Excellency and husband Professor Chalmers had a 

full itinerary while in the municipality, that included visiting: 

 The Flagstaff Trailhead 

 Beauty Bay and walking along the Georges Bay Multi-User track back to the wharf 

 Lease 65 Oysters 

 Medea Park Residential Care Home 

 St Helens Neighborhood House and the Free 2 Be Girls and YCNECT program 

 St Helens History Room 

 Raida for a Civic Reception  

 St Marys Community Space 

 Mathinna Community, where Her Excellency officially handed over Barbara Mellor’s 

beautiful quilt, “Mathinna”, to the St Helens History Room. 

 Old Tasmanian Hotel, Fingal. 

Mayor Mick Tucker said it was an honour to be the first municipality visited by the new 

Governor.  

“I think the bar has certainly been set at a high level for all other municipal visits,” Mayor Tucker said with a grin. 

“There is so much to see and do in the area and while Her Excellency got to see some of the highlights, we do hope she returns 

so she can really get to know our little slice of paradise.” 

A highlight of the visit was the handing over of Barbara Mellor’s quilt to the History Room. Her Excellency spoke about the sad 

story of Mathinna, an aboriginal girl adopted by Sir and Lady Franklin around 1840.  When the Franklins returned to England in 

1843, they left Mathinna behind and her story is one of heartbreak. 

Ms Mellor’s quilt is based on the famous Thomas Bock painting of Mathinna but is a work of art in its own right.  The quilt will 

now be displayed proudly in the St Helens History Room for all to see. Entry to the History Room is Free for the month of 

August so make sure you drop in and see this amazing artwork for yourself. 

Barbara Mellor and Her 

Excellency, Barbara Baker, with 

the quilt  “Mathinna”. 
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HOSPITAL AUXILLIARY TIP SHOP AIDS THE HOSPITAL 

The St Marys Hospital Auxilliary held their Annual General Meeting on Thursday 2nd August 2021 and the Executive 

Committee was elected as follows; 

President:  Len Miles  Returned 

Vice President: Colleen McGee  Returned 

Secretary:  Kevin Faulkner    Returned 

Treasurer:  Roxy Cowie  Returned 

A warm welcome was extended to Sharen Cook from Queensland, who has been appointed as our new Manager, replacing 

our long - serving and much appreciated Yvonne Webber, who has found it the right time to retire and enjoy a well-earned 

rest. We wish her every reward this new phase in life offers.  

We also welcomed a new member Jane Cooper, who has joined our committee. 

We extend our heartfelt thanks to our local Tip Shop volunteers for their commitment and diligence which makes the task of 

enhancing the efforts to benefit the well-being, welfare and health of our community members utilizing the services of our 

Hospital, so much easier.  These combined efforts and public support have resulted in us being able, in the last financial year 

alone, to contribute equipment and items in excess of $10,000.00 to our Centre, with much more planned for the immediate 

future.  Items include air mattresses, a saddle seat, treatment chair, patient essentials and gifts such as Mothers’ Day, Fathers’ 

Day, Christmas and Easter, to name a few. 

It is again emphasized that the Auxilliary's aim and efforts are to provide services, items and equipment which is outside the 

constraints and budgetary capacity of supplied finances.  

We again express our sincere appreciation for the support and inspiration received from so many factions of the community, 

allowing us to achieve our aims. 

Also, to our committed and dedicated Auxilliary members, a big thank you. 

Kevin Faulkner,  

Secretary. 

SIGN UP IN AUGUST TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE WINTER ENERGY BILL SUPPLEMENT 

The Tasmanian Liberal Government is delivering on its commitment to keep downward pressure on the cost of living which 

includes a $125 Winter Energy Bill Supplement for eligible concession households. 

Energy is an essential service and it impacts the lives of Tasmanians every day, whether at home or at work, especially during 

winter. 

“The Tasmanian Government committed in its first 100 days to provide winter power bill relief of $125 for eligible concession 

households, reducing energy bills for around 90,000 Tasmanians, at a cost of up to $12 million,” Guy Barnett, Minister for 

Energy and Emissions Reduction stated in a press release on 13th August. 

“This means that if you have an annual electricity concession applied to your power account, 

you don’t need to do anything - the supplement will be provided as a credit on the first 

quarterly power bill received by customers after 30 June 2021. 

However, if you haven’t applied for an electricity concession on your power account, please 

contact your retailer before the end of August to be eligible for the Winter Energy Bill 

Supplement,” he continued, adding, “and, to support more Tasmanians, we are making an 

adjustment to the eligibility for the $125 winter supplement to cover customers in embedded 

networks, like aged care facilities, caravan parks and some retirement villages, where 

customers do not have a direct relationship with a power retailer.” 

“These customers will receive a one-off $125 COVID Cost of Living Grant,” he concluded. 

 

For more information about the Annual Electricity Concession and eligibility please go here: 

 https://www.concessions.tas.gov.au/concessions/electricity_and_heating  or call your electricity retailer. 

https://tas.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87871fbd094066173a964fba4&id=d2e9ca546d&e=72c2e68d7b
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ACQUIRED BRAIN INJURY WEEK  -  15TH TO 22ND AUGUST 

On 26 February 2021, Peter and I had the privilege of conducting the funeral service for former St Marys resident, Wayne 

Lanham.  We held a similar service when we placed his ashes at Gray.  At the latter service, we played a song by Paul Young, 

where the lyrics lament the fact that opportunities were missed to tell of feeling and offer compassion and empathy. 

Since February, several people have told us how they regret not better understanding Wayne and his needs.  Had there been 

a better understanding of Acquired Brain Injury, instead of judgement and condemnation, there would have been an 

empathetic friendship.   

Therefore, to shine more light on the importance of Acquired Brain Injury Week to educate people, and out of honour and 

respect for Wayne, we present our eulogy for a beautiful man. 

“There is an age-old saying, “Don’t judge a book by its cover.”  This is wise advice, because a cover will never reveal the 

contents of a book; to know a book, it must be opened and read. 

And that’s how it was with Wayne. 

Our family’s first introduction to Wayne was in early January 1999.  At the commencement of a funeral service for my mother, 

a bedraggled stranger came into the church.  He loudly announced he was a musician, new to the area, and he wanted to join 

in the ‘jam session’. 

As a bystander, he had noticed our family had guitars and other musical instruments, hence the misunderstanding.  After 

Peter explained the circumstances, there was a mild confrontation and the man left. 

To our shame, from that moment onward, we joined a number of people in the town casting judgement on this misfit 

newcomer.  We judged this unkempt man who walked the streets of St Marys collecting cigarette butts from footpaths and 

gutters so he could have something to smoke.  We judged this man who frequently publicly displayed anti-social behaviour to 

such a degree he was banned from entering some premises.  Instead of judging, we should have been the first people to offer 

him friendship.  We had no excuse for our appalling attitude, for we had firs-hand experience of challenging behaviour 

associated with acquired brain injury - our youngest son, Tim, suffered this affliction!  We didn’t like the ‘cover’ we saw of the 

‘book’ of this confronting man, so we steered clear of him for a long time.  

 However, our daughter Hannah worked for an Acquired Brain Injury agency, and Wayne was her client.  She challenged us on 

our attitude and behaviour towards this man.  She suggested we invite him to our home for Christmas dinner!  Hannah had 

opened and read the Wayne ‘book’.  She assured us the ‘cover’ was misleading for the ‘content’ was amazing and beautiful. 

It was a joy and privilege to have Wayne as our guest.  It was the start of a treasured friendship: 

• This friend was a man of high intelligence who loved to discuss world events and social issues 

• A man of quick wit and a wicked sense of humour, he delighted in deliberately baiting and stirring people.  This was his 

unique way of gauging people by their reactions.  If they ‘passed  muster’, they were his friends. 

• A man who was extremely astute, quick to detect any falseness and deceit.  He always ‘called a spade a spade’. 

• A man who was fiercely independent, and unashamedly spoke his mind and revealed his emotions when defending his 

and others’ rights. 

• A very private man who harboured many secrets from his colourful life as a musician. 

The Wayne ‘book cover’ may not have been appealing, but those who took time to ‘open and read’ that book found a true 

gentleman.  Here was a man with a sensitive soul, lively spirit and kind and generous heart.  A man full of compassion and 

empathy, especially for the vulnerable, ‘voiceless’ and down-and-outers.  Therefore we want to share this verse from the 

Bible.  We feel it was Wayne’s mission in life, and now his commission to us all. 

“Speak up for the people who have no voice, for the rights of all the down-and-outers.  Speak out for justice. Stand up for the 

poor and destitute.” (Proverbs 31:9;  The Message Bible) 

Wayne’s great love was music.  We believe he was the bass guitarist in the band ‘Nova Express’.  Wayne claimed he had 

played bass guitar, on occasions, as part of a back-up band for Stevie Wonder, and had helped pen a few Stevie Wonder 

songs.  One thing for certain; he was a huge Stevie fan.” 
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“Wayne had 4 other loves; the four C’s; cigarettes, coffee, chocolate and cats.  He loved and befriended any cat he saw, and 

they returned the friendship.  For 10 years, Wayne participated in the local Salvation Army church services and activities, 

playing the tambourine and drinking coffee.  He enjoyed the hymn ‘Amazing Grace’, in his words, “only when properly sung.”  

We think the rendition by Celtic Thunder would have gained his approval! 

Sadly, deteriorating health caused Wayne to be forced from his home at St Marys, and placed in Mt Esk Nursing Home in 

Launceston.  He missed his friends and they missed him.  He pined for St Marys, the place he called ‘home’.  Therefore, out of 

love and honour of Wayne, we are taking his ashes to a special burial place on our property at Gray.  This site is called ‘Peaceful 

Place’.  Our youngest son is buried here.  It is established and dedicated, ‘in honour and love of the vulnerable and voiceless, 

and those who support and love them.’ 

In life, Tim and Wayne had the shared experience of living life with the disabilities of epilepsy and acquired brain injury.  Now, 

in death, they share a beautiful resting place. 

Wayne, “May God bless you and keep you,  May god smile on you and gift you,  May god look you full in the face and make you 

prosper.”  Numbers 6:24, the Message Bible.” 

Beverley Rubenach, Gray, August 2021 

FROM THE EDITOR 

This story is especially poignant for me, as I also have Acquired Brain Injury.   

I had two strokes when I was 20, and was not expected to survive long enough to undergo neurovascular surgery, to repair a 

berry aneurysm which had burst in my brain.  I had also had a clot which stopped the aneurysm from bleeding again, that was 

washed away during a cerebral angiogram which diagnosed the first stroke, causing a second stroke.  The craniotomy caused 

further damage.  Approximately 1/6th of  my brain is dead, and I am lucky enough to have been so young that most of the 

function of those parts of my brain has been taken over by other parts.   

I, too, have faced some of the problems that Beverley mentions as Wayne having, though in my case, it was mainly because I 

had undergone cranial surgery.  In some people’s eyes, this meant that I must be ‘a bit loony’, and so I was seen by some 

people as needing to be kept at arm’s length. 

I have disabilities, which at times make life extremely frustrating.  One I have named ‘Foot In Mouth’ disorder.  It’s proper 

name is aphasia, and it is common in many people who have brain damage or injury.  I can’t ‘find’ the words I want to say, 

make the words I want to say come from my brain to my mouth, or when they do, I can’t say them correctly.  When I am tired, 

my face ‘slides’ down on the right-hand side, and I have muscular weakness on the right-hand side.  Brain damage also has 

affected by body temperature control and I have breathing problems at night  -  I now use a CPAP machine to ensure that I 

breathe regularly when I am asleep. 

I also experience depression, another common result of brain injury or damage, and this often lasts for the rest of a person ’s 

life.  Professional help is vital for this condition to be managed to obtain the best results for the person and their family. 

My ’cover’ hides my disabilities, and speaking with others who have experienced acquired brain injury, shows me that every 

person has different difficulties.  The common picture of a stroke sufferer is someone who limps, can’t talk properly or clearly, 

is partially paralysed or whose thoughts often wander away to a world of their own.  Yet, good physiotherapy, speech 

pathology and being encouraged to constantly challenge our boundaries often results in a good recovery for anyone with any 

type of acquired brain injury.  The support of families and friends is also vital to achieve the best recovery.   

Each person has talents that make life worth living, and society needs to accept the person, and look for their strengths, 

instead of condemning them because they are ‘different’.   

Acquired Brain Injury can be sustained at any time, by any person; acquired brain 

injury is brain damage caused by events after birth, such as falls, accidents, assault, 

car accidents, and violence of any type involving the head.  It can also be caused by 

a stroke, brain tumour, infection, and poisoning, among other causes. 

For more information about Acquired Brain Injury, go to biat.org.au 
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BRIDGING THE SCAMANDER  -  PART 7 

SUCCESS AT LAST! THE SEVENTH BRIDGE OVER THE SCAMANDER RIVER  

In many cultures, seven is a lucky number.  The seventh bridge was certainly lucky for Scamander.  It was the first bridge to 

survive beyond its design lifespan, which was 80 years.  By lasting 86 years, it increased the average life of a bridge over the 

Scamander from 9 years to more than 20 years.     

Many things came together to make this success possible. The Government listened to community members who shared their 

observations of floods on the Scamander River at the hearings.  Engineer Baisille analysed the forces a bridge must withstand 

on this river.  Technology was also progressing - scientifically designed steel and concrete bridges were being used all over 

Australia.  In 1932, the Sydney Harbour Bridge became the longest steel arch bridge in the world.  A Launceston-born engineer, 

Allan Knight, would bring these developments together to produce a successful design.  

In 1932, at the age of 22, Allan Knight had completed his engineering studies at University of Tasmania (now UTAS) and joined 

the Public Works Department. Knight had already designed a system that allowed a concrete deck to work with steel beams.  

His ‘composite beam’ distributed loads and reduced materials needed.  The Scamander Bridge would be one of his first 

projects in what would grow into an impressive list of achievements. 

Knight applied the methods he had learned, and his talent for innovation.  Welded steel Pratt trusses, designed in 1884 by T.  

and C. Pratt, were being used around the world.  They could span long distances economically and were highly resistant to 

compression and tension forces.  His bridge design used three forty-metre-long trusses, 6.4 metres above water level, to 

prevent any accumulation of logs during floods.  The deck would be made of concrete slabs, resting on the bottom chord of 

the trusses.  

 

The steel and concrete Pratt truss bridge designed by Sir Allan Knight and completed in 1935, in an early photo from the files of 

James Alexander. It was painted an aluminium colour in 1936, after the surface had oxidised. 

The simple construction methods required allowed facilities to be set up for making the trusses at the bridge site.  They would 

be fabricated on the Northern approach to the bridge.  A 42m-long welding bay was set up behind the old abutment, with 

three gantries for turning the trusses.  Overhead cables would carry the 10-ton trusses to their location across each span.  Each 

truss would be fixed at one end, steel rockers at the other end would allow it to expand and contract with changes in 

temperature. 

Key to the new bridge’s ability to survive the Scamander River’s powerful floods and carry increasingly heavy traffic, would be 

the strength of the two piers and the abutments.  A false wooden bridge was built out to each pier, for the construction, and 

later removed.  Two steel cylinders over 2m in diameter were sunk into the riverbed for each pier.  Timber guides directed 

each cylinder into position.  Cylinders for the southern pier were sunk to solid rock at 14m using an ejector, grab, and hydraulic 

jack.  They were sealed with concrete, the sediments were pumped out, and the cylinders filled with concrete.  The two 

cylinders for the northern pier were sunk 7.6m into clay, seven wooden piles were driven to rock in each of them, before they 

were pumped out and filled with concrete.  The southern abutment rested on eighteen piles driven in 12m by a water jet, and 

the northern on two concrete columns resting on rock behind the old abutment.  Sunken logs and other problems made the 

pier construction challenging.  Despite this, Public Works Department crews completed the bridge successfully, on time and 

under budget.  
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‘Bridging the Scamander – a most treacherous river’ by the author Liese Fearrman was published in 2017 in the Tasmanian Historical 

Research Association’s Papers and Proceedings, Vol. 64 August 2017.  The newspaper that each piece of information in the story comes 

from is identified by the name, date and page of the paper in the publication. 

Knight would become one of Australia’s most brilliant bridge engineers.  His composite beam would be used around the world 

(sadly, he never took out a patent!)  Knight would build the now heritage-listed Bridgwater Bridge.  The challenges 

encountered with the piers at Scamander would guide Knight’s use of similar, much larger piers to support the lifting span 

when he built the floating bridge over the Derwent River in 1943.  The only bridge of its kind in the world, it would be made of 

floating concrete pontoons, have an arched shape to resist tidal forces, a lifting span, and a floating arch supported by piers. 

After the Lake Illawarra disaster in 1975, Knight would oversee the re-construction of the Tasman Bridge, probably the biggest 

challenge in his professional life. He would live up to his name and be knighted to become Sir Allan Walton Knight! 

All this lay in the future, when the young engineer’s Scamander Bridge was opened on December 14, 1935.  About 2,000 

people and numerous officials attended in beautiful weather.  Premier A.G. Ogilvie declared that no one in the Northeast 

would say that the bridge should not have been built.  Wardens of both councils praised the Government for its support.  For 

once the expectations were met, even exceeded, as the bridge provided safe crossing of the Scamander regardless of the 

weather, for decades.   

With its scenic setting, and beautiful design, the seventh bridge would become the icon of this small town.  Treasured by locals, 

it was a favourite fishing spot, and created memories of all kinds.  While the water below was deep, jumping from the deck into 

the river became a ritual among young people of the area, often kept secet from parents! 

More details of bridge construction can be found in the Appendix to Garry Richardson’s book ‘The Coast’. More about A.W. 
Knight can be found at these links:  Allan Knight (utas.edu.au)   Obituary Sir Allan Walton Knight July 1998 - Newspapers.com 

CERAMIC TABLEWARE WORKSHOP AT THE FARM SHED, BICHENO 
 

Following the success of our previous ceramics workshop, we are delighted to announce another. 

Glazed & Confused will lead a handmade ceramic tableware workshop at The Farm Shed, Bicheno.  

They will guide participants through the process of creating functional ceramic tableware while guests enjoy a homemade 

grazing table and some amazing East Coast wines. 

 

Learn how to make your own unique tableware items using handbuilding techniques such as pinch pots, coiling and slab roll-

ing, using Buff Raku, a beautifully textured dark brown clay that lends itself to handbuilding.  The pieces will be taken away, 

glazed, fired and returned to The Farm Shed 4 weeks later. 

 

Price includes the workshop, materials and grazing table. Wines are available by the glass or bottle, at additional cost. 

Seats are limited so as always, please get in touch early to secure your place. 

 

WHAT: Handmade ceramics workshop 

 

WHO: Glazed and Confused 

 

WHEN: Sunday 12 September, 2-3.30pm 

 

WHERE: The Farm Shed, 53A Burgess Street, Bicheno 

 

HOW MUCH: $75 per person 

 

BOOK: Online with Glazed and Confused via: https://glazedandconfused.as.me/farmshedhandbuilding12sept 

https://www.utas.edu.au/library/companion_to_tasmanian_history/K/Allan%20Knight.htm
https://www.newspapers.com/clip/18784898/obituary-sir-allan-walton-knight-july/
https://thefarmshedtas.com.au/2021/05/21/ceramics-workshop/
https://glazedandconfused.as.me/farmshedhandbuilding12sept
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FRESH WATER  AND SEPTIC TANK PUMPING 

SERVICING THE FINGAL VALLEY  

AVOCA, ROSSARDEN, MANGANA, MATHINNA, FINGAL, CORNWALL, ST MARYS 

AND EAST COAST 

ANSONS BAY, BINALONG BAY, ST HELENS, DIANAS BASIN, BEAUMARIS, SCAMANDER, FALMOUTH, FOUR 

MILE CREEK, SEYMOUR, DENISON BEACH, BICHENO, COLES BAY  

PHONE: 0488 742 269 

EMAIL: peter@splasheastcoast.com.au 
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BICHENO BEAMS LASER LIGHT SHOW IS SET TO MAKE THE EAST COAST SHINE. 

It may still be cold, but Bicheno is beaming from 19 August to 30 September, with a nightly laser light show. 

Described as a ‘family and penguin-friendly’ event, the 15 minute show is at 6:30pm- A perfect activity for before bedtime for 

younger children. The light display will be shining into the sky and away from homes and penguin habitats accompanied by 

spectacular music streamed for free from our website. 

Nightly viewers will be welcomed by a team of friendly local volunteers who will guide them to the viewing spot and ensure 

COVID guidelines are followed. 

Bicheno Beams will be on nightly and visitors are invited to come for two nights to see two different, alternating light shows. 

Bicheno’s Destination Management Group has received grant funding for this project from the Australian Government under 

the Recovery for Regional Tourism program, an initiative of the $1 billion COVID-19 Relief and Recovery Fund.  

WHAT:  Bicheno Beams Laser Light Show 

WHERE:  Bicheno Lions Park 

WHEN:  Nightly 19 August - 30 September 2021 

TIME:  6.30pm check-in for a 6:45pm show 

COST:  Free 

To find out more about this unmissable event, please visit our website www.bichenobeams.com and follow us on Facebook 

and Instagram #bichenobeams  

 

http://www.bichenobeams.com
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 48 Main Street       Phone 03 6372 2181 

St Marys  7215  Hosts: Tony and Bronwyn 

OPEN FROM 11.00AM, 7 DAYS A WEEK 

NEW MENU NOW AVAILABLE 

Dine-in and takeaway meals available 

Lunch  -  12.00pm  -  2.00pm (Wed—Sun) 

Dinner  -  5.30pm  -  7.30pm 

Pasta night every Tuesday 

(Bookings preferred for all meals) 

GUEST ARTISTS, SUNDAYS FROM 3.00PM 

 22nd August: The Rennies 

 29th August: Jo King and Rod Hunt 

     

YOUR FAMILY-FRIENDLY LOCAL HOTEL 



The Valley and East Coast Voice 53.14 19th August 2021 

11 



The Valley and East Coast Voice 53.14 19th August  2021 

12 



The Valley and East Coast Voice 53.14 19th August 2021 

13 

ALL BANKS, and I do mean all of them, are not being held to account as they might, it seems, pun intended!   We continue to 
see so many financial institutions in this country treating customers not as well as they might.  Not least in this regard is closing 
branches, mostly in rural areas, or reducing hours that they are open.  At least one of the big four banks produced a  profit 
figure not far from double figure billion dollars,  as described on the TV news, but branches have closed and others had trading 
hours reduced.  Why do they not need to explain comprehensively to their customers, and especially those customers who are 
losing direct access to their bank?  

A few years ago, there was a Royal Commission into the banking sector on a range of issues.  I'll be honest and admit I didn't 
pay much attention to it at the time, because it seemed there wasn't anything too bad going on with my services.  I wish I had 
paid more attention.  I would have thought that being able to have a bank in the local community was a given.  It seems 
increasingly less the case these days across a lot of well-known banking services, and online banking is being ramped up more 
and more.  I'll also admit that I haven't gone into a bank much in recent times and used the ATM for cash withdrawals.  This 
was mostly due to the trading hours that didn't allow me to visit our local branch without having to eat up most of my lunch 
break.  This wasn't always the case when the bank traded for longer hours, it also must be stated.  

Of course, this is not just an issue for Tasmanians.  It's happening all over the place and by all sorts of  bank services, no 
doubt.  This is directed at everybody in the banking industry, and also to any level of politician that are in a position to consult, 
so this trend can be arrested at some stage.  Wouldn't it be great for communities all around Australia that still have their local 
branches, that if a bank announces it's decreasing hours or actually closing their shopfront, it must firstly do a detailed open 
and transparent consultation with that community first?  Maybe there needs to be legislation put in place for banks and any 
other service such as health care providers, and maybe even emergency services facilities, that require substantial consultation 
if downgrading or major change is to happen.  It might be idealistic, and likely not realistic, but it'd be nice to dream about.  

I'm going to ask my local pollies over time if they can continue to ask serious questions of banks, in particular whenever they 
announce another branch is to close or lose trading hours, as our local Federal member Brian Mitchell did recently for us. 
Thank you, Brian.  Thank you also to any other politician that might have done so as well. 

Still on banks.  Via a forum several weeks ago held at short notice at the Sports Centre, and more recently on ABC local radio 
interview, there was no strong indication just yet that St Marys at least will be directly serviced by Bendigo Bank in our town in 
the near future.  This would require either a limited shopfront service or an automated device or even an agency of some 
kind.  They did tell us at the forum of legitimate reasons why it's not feasible at the current time, and we probably need to 
accept this  and thank them for their honesty on not gilding the lily to placate us.  Thanks Bendigo Bank, for not giving false 
hope, as truly disappointing as it was to hear that day.    

Would a senior representative from the local Bendigo Bank service like to respond to my request here though, and maybe even 
offer consideration of any genuine possibilities for future plans via a reply to this, in an upcoming issue of the Valley Voice later 
on.  Is there a genuine time-frame potential for tangible community banking services in the Fingal Valley and/or an avenue or 
route to a St Marys sub-branch or similar service at some stage in the reasonably near future, therefore giving us a reason for 
the  current St Helens-StMarys Bendigo Bank name to remain as is until then?   

However, if no Fingal Valley direct service is likely to happen at all or not for an extended period, would Bendigo Bank please 
consider removing ‘St Marys’ from the local name? 

Surely there would be no reason to retain a name that would not be accurate until that direct presence in this town or 
elsewhere in the Valley actually exists.  It'd be great if it does happen quite soon though, if this Community bank takes up the 
challenge of establishing a new presence here in the Valley.   

What do you think? 
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We have looked at what being a member of a volunteer fire brigade involves, so now it’s time to look at the technicalities. 

There are basically three stages in the process of becoming a volunteer: 

• Introduction  •  Selection  •  Probation  •  Training  

You will need to be: 

 •  At least 17 years of age (unless joining as a junior or cadet member) 

 •  Of good character 

 •  Available to regularly attend brigade meetings and training 

 •  Available to attend emergency incidents (if an active member) 

 •  Medically and physically fit to undertake the work volunteers are given 

 •  Able to become competent in the tasks volunteers are trained to perform 

 •  Capable of working and fitting in with other volunteers. 

All these take into account what you are able to do that is needed for the position you would like to hold.  Remember, not al l 

roles involve being on the fire-front, so you don’t have to be able to do everything! 

The first thing you should do is contact your local brigade chief.  When you make contact with them he or she will normally 

invite you along to visit the brigade on one of its training nights. 

On your first visit you will be introduced to the members and given a tour of the station. The brigade chief or another officer 

will then talk to you about the brigade, why you're interested in joining, and what sort of things you could be expected to do 

and learn over the next few months. 

If you decide after the first night to continue, you will be asked to fill in an application form and provide a good character check 

from your local Police Station.  These documents and your discussion with the brigade members will form the basis of your 

application for membership.   Successful members will be selected by the Brigade Chief, in consultation with the current 

membership. Your suitability will be assessed on your efforts in turning up and participating in brigade activities, the way you fit 

in with other members, satisfactory completion of basic training, and your behaviour in upholding the values and reputation of 

the brigade and the Tasmania Fire Service. 

The brigade as a team is lead and managed by its volunteer brigade officers. All officers are chosen from within the brigade 

membership by brigade members, on the basis of leadership and fire fighting knowledge and competency. The officer with 

overall responsibility for brigade management is the Volunteer Brigade Chief. 

Everyone who becomes a member of a brigade serves a probation period of at least three months, unless the Brigade Chief 

decides otherwise.  Probation is a trial period of learning and development, when you and the brigade members have the 

chance to get to know each other. This is so the brigade can find out if you will be suited to your role and the brigade. Also it 

gives you an opportunity to learn about the role and decide if you still really want to go ahead with becoming a volunteer.  

You will be issued with uniforms; bushfire turnout gear, structural turnout gear and dress uniform, pictured below; 

 

     

     

     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Firefighting boots and a t-shirt, along with a dress pullover and a sun hat, are also issued. 

Dress uniform shirt, 

trousers and shoes 
Structural turnout coat, 

pants and gloves  

Bushfire turnout coat, 

pants and gloves 
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As mentioned in our previous article, training is lead by training officers, and done in a number of suitable places.  It is 

designed to build on skills you already have or have learned, and is a vital part of being a member of a fire brigade.  

Level One consists of Induction, Basic Skills, Pumping, Bush Firefighting, and Structure/Mobile Property, and is most often 

done at your local fire station. 

Level Two consists of elective courses which include Fuel Reduction Operations, Drive Operational Vehicles,  Advanced Bush 

Firefighter,  Operate Chainsaws, Operate Breathing Apparatus, and First Aid, along with other courses, and is done at a variety 

of places. 

Level Three consists of training for officers, and is undertaken after a suitable amount of time and experience.   

Tasmania Fire Service volunteers regularly train together at the fire station to learn and maintain the skills they need as 

members of a volunteer brigade.  All members are required to attend this training and to practice regularly throughout the 

year.  For operational firefighters there is also extra training that they are required to undertake, mostly in the evenings, but 

occasionally on weekends. All training is now based on the nationally-recognised Public Safety Training Package, and any 

training courses you do with the Tasmania Fire Service will be recognised in other Australian fire services, and some are 

recognised in other industries.  New courses are considered each year, to make sure that the training that every member does 

is up-to-date and relevant to the challenges faced. 

The  fleet of vehicles used by brigade members consists of Heavy 

Tankers, which are our Class 3 vehicles, Medium Tankers, which are 

Class 4, Light Tankers, which are Class 5 and GTV’s or people 

movers or crew cabs, which are Class 7 vehicles.  Apart from 

specialist vehicles, every fire vehicle in Tasmania can be operated 

by any member, as all the vehicles are standardized throughout the 

state.  Obtaining the necessary license to drive any or all of these 

appliances is part of the training which is done, and getting to know 

what they carry, and how to use the equipment on them , is a bit like being in a grown-up’s toy shop! 

When you start in a fire brigade, it can seem a bit daunting at times - there's lots to learn and plenty of challenges.  However, 

you won't be on your own; someone in the brigade will usually be assigned to act as your mentor.  On top of that, volunteers 

know they need to be able to rely on the person next to them, so they like to look after each other.  If you are having a 

problem, there's always someone there to lend a hand or offer some good advice  -  they have probably felt the same way at 

some time! 

In many smaller towns and areas, the volunteer fire brigade provides a focal point for the community.  It may be the only 

place where members of the community are able to regularly come together as a group to work together.  Often, whole 

families are involved in their local brigade, and it’s a great place for younger members to learn fire safety, which they pass on 

to friends and schoolmates.  They also learn skills they need to be responsible members of the community. 

Volunteers like to support their community in other ways and will often be asked, or volunteer, to support local community 

activities, such Christmas parades, school fairs and special fundraising causes. 

The social aspect is also an important part of volunteering.  Volunteers are a friendly, family-orientated group of people who 

take their work seriously, but also like to have a bit of fun.  Most brigades hold BBQs and social functions during the year.   

Making friends, both in the local brigade and area, or through attending 

training courses in other parts of the state, is something that encourages 

people to join their local brigade. 

Joining your local volunteer fire brigade is a life-changing experience.  You 

meet people, learn new skills, help others in the community, discover the 

country around where you live, and get to travel to some awesome places.  

Why not call your local Brigade Chief, and give it a try; if it’s not right for 

you, that’s OK, but if you decide to join, you will become part of an 

important organization that serves the community and saves lives. 

The Tasmania Fire Service  -  a ‘family’ of people serving their community. 

 

Why don’t YOU give it a try?  

YOUR LOCAL BRIGADES 

East Coast: 

Binalong Bay – Matt Gibson  0418 332 717 

St Helens – Dale Richards   0491 968 945 

Scamander – Michael Aulich  0417 507 239 

Falmouth – Shannon Hibberd  0439 615 213 

Fingal Valley: 

Avoca – Rob O’Connor   0417 337 241 

Fingal – Richard Gee   0419 357 386 

Rossarden – Alan Butler   0457 469 185 

Mathinna – Robert Parsons  0409 239 415 

Fire trucks assigned to the Bridgewater Volunteer Fire Brigade. 
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EAST COAST TASMANIA TOURISM APPOINTS NEW CHAIR. 

Jen Fry has been appointed the new Chair of East Coast Tasmania Tourism. 

Jen has worked with land managers in Tasmania; and as the Premier’s Senior Advisor 
(including for Tourism, Brand, Heritage, Communities, Recreation and other portfolios), Board 
Member of Destination Southern Tasmania RTO, and held the position of Director of Tourism 
Experiences and Visitor Services with Tasmanian Parks and Wildlife Services. 

Jen has volunteered as a Devil Pen Keeper with the Save the Tasmanian Devil Program, as a 
lighthouse keeper with her family on Deal Island, and as a board or committee member for 
Wildcare Tasmania, tourism associations and for her children’s schools. 

“Welcome to Jen Fry as the Chair of East Coast Tasmania Tourism. Jen will bring a strong understanding of the Tasmanian 
context to this role, having worked at a state wide level in a number of government roles.  National parks are an important 
tourism asset for the East Coast region, and I am confident that Jen will work to leverage these important attractions for the 
economic, social and environmental benefit of the East Coast community and industry.  I look forward to working with Jen as 
part of the broader tourism network,” said John Fitzgerald, CEO, Tourism Tasmania. 

East Coast Tasmania Tourism’s Board and staff welcome Jen to her new role, and are 
looking forward to further developing and supporting the tourism industry along the 
East Coast. 

 

 

GARAGE SALE  

HIGH STREET, MATHINNA 

FROM 9.00AM. SATURDAY,  

21ST AUGUST, 2021 

BALLOONS WILL BE OUT AT 

33, 81, 104 AND 125 HIGH STREET, MATHINNA 

LOTS OF BARGAINS! 
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SCAMANDER GARDEN CLUB 

 
 

What a great loss we feel as we survey the faces at our Garden Club, knowing Colleen Tanner, who recently became a Life 
Member, will not be sitting at the table with her group of friends.  We miss you Colleen, and give our condolences to your 
family.  There is also another loss approaching, but not in the form of death; instead, in the form of a move, as Gaye and Kev 
Ellis hope to soon move to Beauty Point, where they will be close to family.  I think of Gaye as our ‘Artist in Residence’; well 
floral artist, that is.  What a magnificent contribution she has made to our gatherings, with the presentations of the upcoming 
competition samples each meeting, and the natural and humble way about her.  As a farewell gift, Gaye is presented with a 
voucher, a bottle of wine and many good wishes. 
It is an unusual meeting in that there is an extra table of exhibits.  They are not to be taller or wider than 24”,  -  well I am old 
enough to say inches!  The stipulation is each entry is to present as a gift.  This hands us a fun challenge.  I hope Gaye feels we 

listen to her pointers, as we know her encouragement remains 
urging us to be more bold and daring, and at times restrain 
ourselves from adding too many flowers, as is often my 
downfall.  With the miniature arrangements for August, it gives 
rise to small is beautiful.  All are welcome so do turn up at 
meetings unannounced. 
 
We meet at the Scamander Sports Centre, on the third Monday 
of each month, Doors open at 1.00pm for a 1.30pm start.  Cost 
per meeting is $2.00, with raffle tickets being 50 cents each.  
Please bring a plate of finger food to share. 
Judging of flowers, fruit and vegetables each meeting. 
Enquiries  -  Peggy Bogar, Secretary, 0459 027 306 
 

Gaye Ellis presents Byron Beggs 

with the prize for one of the 

arrangements. 

Sandra Flannery takes the prize 

for the ‘miniature floral art’ 

category. 
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Moo Poo   

Phone Normie 

6372 2380 

 

 

 

Free 

Wi-Fi 

6.00am - 9.00pm  

We have more than books. 

Borrow a DVD, CD or magazine. 

Search our website and order a 

title from anywhere in the 

state. Check out our e-

resources too. It’s all free! 

eLibrary: www.libraries.tas.gov.au 

St Marys Library  

31 Main Street, St Marys 

(03) 6387 5602 

Crossword  53.14 
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Harris Funerals 
St Helens, Bicheno & Fingal Valley 

We are here when you need us. 

Burial or cremation, traditional or  

unique funeral services available. 

Office & Chapel:  

46 Tully Street St Helens 

6376 1153 ~ 0418 133 420 
tamara@harrisfunerals.com.au 

Member of the  

Australian Funeral Directors Association 

UNITING CHURCH 

Corner Grant Street and Seymour Street, FINGAL 

Regular Services: 

1st and 3rd Sunday of month: 10.00am 

2nd and 4th Sunday of month: 11.15am 

For further information, contact Joan on 0458 598 870. 

ST HELENS CATHOLIC PARISH TO CELEBRATE 

CENTENARY 

On 5th March 2022, the St Helens Catholic Parish will be 

celebrating its Centenary, and are looking for any 

photographs or memorabilia that anyone in the area may 

have concerning the Parish. 

If anyone has anything of importance, old photographs or 

newspaper articles pertaining to the church, could you please 

get in touch with Mary-Ann Wadsworth on 0407 812 768, Ann 

Marie Blunt on 6376 2608, or Father Norbert at the Catholic 

Church at St Marys. 



The Valley and East Coast Voice 53.14 19th August 2021 

23 



The Valley and East Coast Voice 53.14 19th August  2021 

24 

 

 

 

 

 

The title of the non-fiction book we read in July speaks for itself; ‘A Fifty year Silence- Love, War and a Ruined House in 
France’.  

The author is Miranda Richmond Mouillot who grew up in North Carolina, the granddaughter of Anna, a Romanian Jew, and 
Armand, born in France to Jewish parents.  The pair met in Strasbourg while studying, before the Second World War.  Two 
more different personalities would be difficult to imagine.  The writer describes the outgoing, positive and life-affirming Anna, 
and the embittered, resentful, withdrawn and obsessive Armand, but this is how the author sees them as she grows up and 
becomes intensely interested in their story.  The two divorced in the 1970's and since then have neither met nor spoken to 
one another.  Armand lives in Geneva and works as a translator and interpreter for the UN, while Anna is a psychiatrist and 
lives and works in New York. 

Mouillot was very close to Anna when she was a child and she remembers feeling loved, but she suffered from anxiety and 
nightmares, and attributes this to having almost subliminally absorbed stories of Anna's experiences in World War Two during 
the Nazi occupation of France, and then the flight as a refugee into Switzerland.  As a teenager, Mouillot is sent to boarding 
school in Geneva for a year at the suggestion of Anna, and there spends time with her grandfather.  Despite his hostility 
towards his ex-wife, the granddaughter develops a loving concern for him.  Meticulous, pedantic and hyper-sensitive, he 
nevertheless seems to enjoy the company of Mouillot.  He takes her to a village in France to see an old ruined house which he 
claims belongs to him.  She immediately feels a strong sense that one day she will live here.  The exploration of the one-time 
relationship between her grandparents and their connection to this house becomes an all-consuming passion for Mouillot as 
she grows up, and the rest of the book concerns this quest to discover their story. 

This is an important and revelatory book.  It heartbreakingly reveals the generational damage 
caused by the trauma of wartime experience.  There is redemption and a satisfying ending which 
reveals the experiences of Armand and ultimately offers some explanation for his anger and 
reclusiveness.  Anna's resilience and positivity saved her from the gloomy, dysfunctional life that 
Armand led, but his trauma was too deep-seated, and his nature did not allow him to move on. 

Some in the group expressed dismay at having to read another account of the Holocaust, yet it is 
so important that these stories are told so that we learn the lessons of history and don't repeat 
the evils.  The damage done by war is often passed down through families, and even at a two- 
generation remove, Mouillot suffers from what is referred to as "vicarious trauma".  She writes 
well and we are kept interested in the pursuit of the truth by her personal and emotional 
involvement. These two people, her grandparents, come alive on the page, and she has 
memorialised them for ever in this reader's mind.  Her grandmother "viewed death as an 
interesting dance step she'd eventually get round to learning or perhaps a pen pal she'd come 
awfully close to meeting several times." 

ST MARYS TIP SHOP NEWS 

St Marys Community Hospital Tip Shop continues to evolve with more goods for sale, more customers and most of all, more 
people dropping off excess goods to be saved from land-fill, and turned into funds for St Marys Community Hospital.  Also, a 
welcoming Tip Shop shed entry garden has been created and is flourishing. 

The Tip Shop is a great place to share ideas for reuse, repurposing or recycling goods.  The variety of goods at the Tip Shop can 
support any project you are working on, or stimulate project ideas.  Our volunteers are dedicated to reuse, repurposing and 
recycling, and will assist you in making your ideas a reality.  Let us help you turn trash into treasure that supports the St Marys 
Community Hospital.   

On a sad note, the Tip Shop had some of its garden goods stolen at the beginning of August.  If statues of two fairies, a 
mushroom, two children on a bench about 0.5-1m high, or a TITANIC lifebuoy magically turn up in a garden near you, please 

direct them back to the Tip Shop.  The volunteers have 
worked hard to create a welcoming Tip Shop entry 
garden using goods donated by our customers that are 
precious to us and look forward to the stolen goods 
returning.  

We also look forward to you returning, because you are 
always welcome at the Tip Shop! 
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NEWS FROM WITH ONE VOICE BREAK O’DAY CHOIR   

Feel Good, Do Good, Sing for Good 

Talk about ‘doing good, feeling good and singing for good’! Our Freedom Bus Ride through the Fingal Valley, down into the 
delta lands of Scamander and Beaumaris was a hoot from start to finish.  The coast dwellers 
amongst us car-pooled up to St Marys where our ‘up the pass contingent’ joined us to 
board the Freedom Bus.  Despite the forecast 3 degrees, Fingal was beautifully sunny for 
our first stop.  After browsing in the wonderful Fingal Market, we adjourned out into the 
sun on the verandah of the Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House for our first sing.  Then back 
into the bus to wow St Marys with our dulcet offerings. 
An impromptu performance from the bus for an 
enthusiastic follower blasted us off down The Pass to 
Scamander, where we found an eager audience and  
coffee awaiting us at ‘Swims’.  By the time we had 
enjoyed our audience, a sing and coffee, we were very 
late for lunch which was scheduled at Surfside.  So 
back on the bus for the last leg.  Some of us were 
beginning to feel low on energy, but chirped up when 
we found a gathering of loyal supporters awaiting us.  
Beverages and burgers were an effective energy 

boost.  Thanks to everyone who encouraged and supported us, and a special “Thank 
You” to Mick, our trusty driver, for the safe ride. 
So our sights are now firmly set on the Jane Christie-Johnston Vocal Workshop coming 
up on Sunday 19 September at the St Marys Town Hall.   We are all looking forward to 
the energy and skills that Jane brings to her workshops. She very quickly has even the 
shyest of singers fully involved and loving it. WOVBOD members are cooking up a storm 
for a complimentary morning tea and a delicious lunch option is being catered for by local chef Danny, for an extra cost of 
$10. If you are keen to participate in this event, you need to book fairly promptly.  Tickets are limited to comply with COVID 
restrictions and are selling very strongly.  Make a booking by phoning or emailing Liz: 0439001533, lizdean2@gmail.com  She 
will need your email address, or make other arrangements, to get your ticket to you.  You can make payment to secure your 
booking by direct debit to Bendigo Bank With One Voice Break O’Day BSB: 633 000, Acc No: 1659 07858. 
If you do make a direct debit, could you please reference your payment with JCJ Wshop lunch (if you would like to take that 
option) & your surname’ please.   It’s going to be a hoot! 
 
Our choir sessions are held at the Scamander Sports Complex, 1 Old Coach Road, Scamander on Tuesdays, 5.15-6.30. For 
more information contact Liz on 0439 001 533. 

Enthusiastic choirisorts Geraldine, 
Bronwyn and Izza on the verandah 
at Fingal. 

The Sunny St Marys Supermarket Sing! 

mailto:lizdean2@gmail.com
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These advertisements are paid for by the members, and do not reflect the political views of the Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House, its board or staff. 
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Hi all  

The trout season has kicked off in style with some cracking fish in great condition having been taken on various methods from 

the rivers and lakes around the state.   The lowland lakes Four Springs Lake, Toombs Lake and Lake Leake have been popular 

with anglers. Opening weekend at Lake Leake’s Kalangadoo Bay boat ramp was a popular spot, with numerous boats coming 

and going from daylight until mid afternoon, although the weather conditions were too diabolical for me.  Those many anglers 

who ventured out in the wind, rain and then a hail storm, were rewarded with some lovely fish mostly trawling lures and drift 

spinning, although some later reports were received of fish taken on flies as well.  

Inland Fisheries have this year released trout into different popular waters, with fifty tagged trout with a $2000.00 prize money 

for lucky anglers who capture one of the tagged fish. One has already been caught from the Derwent River, and despite the 

large area of the Derwent, this fish was caught by an excited angler and his two children in the upper reaches around New 

Norfolk.  For more information on these fish and their release locations, visit the Inland Fisheries Tasmania web site. 

Fishing reports: 

No fishing reports from me, although I have heard of some trout been caught around Fingal in the South Esk on lures; the river is 

running a banker at the moment, so drowning a worm into a back-water somewhere should entice a trout or two.  Bream 

should be starting to move in the Scamander River, and working the snags and rock walls with lures and plastics should have fish 

sitting on them this time of year.  We hope to get there over the next few weekends for a reconnaissance mission. 

Safety when fishing and boating should come first always, as no fish is worth risking your or a mate’s or family member’s safety.   

It is concerning sometimes when you see a boat that is out in choppy water that has either too many passengers or young 

children, that if the worst was to happen these people could and would be in trouble really quickly.  Tasmanian weather can, as 

we know, at times be very unpredictable; you can have flat water one minute and be concerned the next.  This time of year, 

adding the cold can make fishing very uncomfortable.  

The summer months normally produce a nice calm morning, then most days the sea breeze will kick in early afternoon.  I have 

been caught a few times with the wind blowing from on direction without too much concern with your location, only to have 

the sea breeze blow in from nowhere, making returning to your camp or boat ramp sometimes interesting, boating into the 

wind slop.  Lake Leake and Toombs Lake are both lakes that sometimes with the sea breeze have a sea fog or mist that is also an 

issue.  As anyone who has been on the water when a thick fog rolls in can tell you, you tend to lose all directional bearings and 

can have you thinking your heading in one direction, only to be amazed when you find out that where you are is not where you 

thought you should be. 

Until next time, be safe and tight lines! 
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ST HELENS NETBALL ASSOCIATION 

Game Results, Rounds 12 and 13 

Round 13 
Division 3 Georges Bay (22) defeated Surfside (18) 

  Bay of Fires(25) defeated Clovers (11) 

 

Division 2: Georges Bay (38) defeated Surfside/Clovers (7) 

  Bay of Fires (36) defeated Clovers (18) 

 

Reserves : Georges Bay (36) defeated Surfside (31) 

  Bay of Fires (56) defeated Clovers (9) 

 

Division 1: Bay of Fires (35) defeated Clovers (25)  

  Surfside  (40) defeated Georges Bay (17) 

    LADDER  (as at 18th August)      

Division 1    Reserves    Division 2   Division 3 

Georges Bay - 38   Bay of Fires  -  42   Georges Bay  -  44  Bay of Fires  -  41  

Bay of Fires - 37   Georges Bay  -  38   Bay of Fires  -  36  Surfside  -  235  

Surfside– 32    Surfside  -  28    Clovers  -  24   Georges Bay  -  33 

Clovers - 25    Clovers  -  24    Surfside/Clovers  -  20 Clovers  -  23 

Round 12 
Division 3 Bay of Fires (11) defeated Surfside (5)  

  Georges Bay (16) defeated Clovers (12) 

 

Division 2: Bay of Fires (39) defeated Surfside(16) 

  Georges Bay (38) defeated Clovers (12) 

 

Reserves : Bay of Fires (28) defeated Surfside(24) 

  Georges Bay (42) defeated Clovers (19) 

 

Division 1: Surfside (27) defeated Bay of Fires (24) 

  Georges Bay (53)  defeated Clovers (28) 

CLOVERS CLUB 2021 

At Clovers Netball Club, we have had a few changes this year, from changes in people involved within our club starting as new 

holders of committee positions, to new players, umpires that have started this season and changes in coaches.  Our start to the 

season has been hard but exciting, as we are still finding our feet.  Our new coaches are thrilled to be having the chance to 

shape and build skills with their teams this year.   

Our Division 3 coaches, Heidi Jones and Sophie Richards, are so proud of the Division 3 girls, as in how far progressed and how 

confident they have become as players and a new team.  Their dedication to learn and hone skills is what makes all the 

difference in a team.   

Clovers Division 2 girls also have fresh coaches this year, with Kaelene Crossingham and Ella Triffett taking the reins, helping 

these girls achieve and learn new and creative skills for the season.  Kaelene and Ella have been thrilled to see the confidence 

in the girls shine through so far this season.   

Division 1 and Reserves have had some awesome new players join our team this year, and we have extremely enjoyed 

watching these women become a part of the Clovers family, bringing smiles and a new outlook to the games.  Thanks to Sophie 

Richards, the coach for Division 1 and Reserves, as she has done an amazing job with really stepping up and taking on this 

difficult task.   

Over the whole Clovers Netball Club, our trainings have been focused on fitness, team building and skill development, which 

has made our girls closer than ever, more like a family than a team.  

As a club, we are excited to see these girls continuously grow as players throughout the rest of the season. 
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UNDER 12 BOYS 

 

Sunday 8th August, was a sad day today for our U/12’s.   “It was a tough loss, but that game doesn’t define our 
season.  The Coaches and parents are extremely proud to be able to watch you run out and play your first final.  

Tough teams never give up, as we go into the semi final against Launceston this Sunday with fire in our bellies,” the team were 
told after the game. 

Results:  Longford   5.6 (36)  defeated East Coast Swans  1.1 (7)  

Swans Goals: Connor French 3,  

Swans best:  Miles Gill, Ned Blunt, Oliver Robbie, Flynn Bidgood, Jaxon Harrison and Lochlan Brinsmead  

 

Sunday 15th August was the day of reckoning, playing Launceston Blue in the semi final at Prospect in a game in which every 
player gave 100%.  They played in atrocious conditions with the wind and the rain, but fought hard all day and never gave up.  
We are so proud of our team to get this far. We have had an awesome season playing some great footy!  

Results:  Launceston Blue  3.1 (19) defeated East Coast Swans  2.0  (12) 

Swans Goals: Steely Zorn and Ryan Gorham 

Swans Best:  Jaxon Harrison, Miles Gill, Tyler Speers, Byron Woods, Connor French and Ned Blunt.  

UNDER 14  BOYS 

In the game against Launceston on Sunday 8th August at Scottsdale for the qualifying finals, Launceston opened up an 8-point 
lead end of the 1st quarter, then jumped away with a 30-point lead at half time.  A couple of goals to the Swans in the 3rd 
quarter saw the swans 24 points down, and after an even last quarter, the East Coast Swans went down by a 25pt loss.    

Results:  South Launceston Red 7.7  (49) defeated East Coast Swans  3.6 (24)   

Swans Goals: Liam Singline 2, Hamish McIntosh 1. 

Swans Best:  Hamish McIntosh, Mitchell Calow, Tysen Gamble,  Jakih Curtis, Daniel Cook and Ashton Gillies. 

 

The team travelled to Scottsdale and played South Launceston  on Sunday 15th August.  The weather conditions weren’t the 
best with cold gusty winds rain and hail at times , but the boys dug in and came out the other side with a win.  

 

Results:    East Coast Swans  2.9 (21) defeated South Launceston  2.4  (16) 

Swans goals: Mitchell Calow 2. 

Swans best:   Tysen Gamble, Owen Hilton, Hamish McIntosh, Ashton Gillies, Daniel Cook and  Mitchell Calow. 

Next week, they play Launceston in the Preliminary final at Scottsdale, with the game commencing at 10.37am. 

BEST AND FAIREST 

The Swans best and fairest count was held at the clubrooms following the last 
roster game on Saturday 7th August. 

In the seniors, Ethan Goldfinch capped off a consistent year to win the main 
award with 58 votes, followed by Cam Upton, 45 and Aaron Seen with 25. 

As expected, Brad Goodyer was a runaway winner in the reserves, with an 

outstanding tally of 62 votes. Michael Latham capped off a great year to be 

runner up with 37 votes, followed by Pat Oldham, who tied with promising 

first year player, Jayden Blunt on 20 votes. 

The senior goal kicking award was won by Nick Child with 37, having played 
only about half of the games due to injury. Ned Hyland capped off a solid sea-
son, winning the reserves award with 40 majors. 

Ned Hyland booted 40 

goals for the season, 

earning the Reserve’s 

Goal Kicking Award. 

Brad Goodyer took out 

the Reserves ‘Best and 

Fairest’ Award. 
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SWANS V OLD LAUNCESTONIANS 

The East Coast Swans were impressive in their 14 point win over Old Launcestonians on Saturday, 7th August.  
Tom Chugg kicked the first for the Blues, while returning star Nick Child was sensational for the coast boys, 
taking 4 marks within a matter of minutes.  The “Bay Boys” broke the game open in the second stanza, with 5 
majors from the boot of Nick Child, who played a sensational quarter.  The Swans midfield gained the edge, 
led by Evans, Seen and Miar, while down the back, the ever-improving Calow and captain Lewis Ritchie, playing his first game 
for about 6 weeks, were able to hold their opponents scoreless, leading to a 16 point buffer at the  long break. The ball ping-
ponged between the two back lines for most of the 3rd term.  The Swans advantage was reduced to a manageable 8 points as 
the teams headed into the final stanza. When Old Launcestonians kicked the first goal of the quarter, there were danger signs 
for the Swans, however a sensational running goal from Majak Miar brought new belief to his team mates.  This was soon 
followed by a cool set shot from Marcus Haley, who has been steadily building into great form as the finals approach.  At the 
final siren, the Swans were happy with their 14 point victory, leading to a home elimination final against St Pats on 14th August. 

Final Scores: East Coast:  17.16 (118) Old Launcestonians:  6.6 (42) 

Swans Goals: N Child 5, Miar, Haley, Goldfinch  

Swans Best:  Evans, Calow, Haley, Miar, Breen, N.Child, Upton, Goldfinch, Ritchie 

RESERVES 

The Swans reserves reversed the result in their rematch with Old Launcestonians with a great 15 point victory in the last roster 
match of the year.  Ned Hyland and Oakenfell were dangerous up forward with 3 majors each, allowing Hyland to take out the 
NTFA Division 1 reserves Goalkicking Award.  Others to do well were Pat Oldham in the ruck, Jarrod Mason in an unaccustomed 
role down back and the consistent Michael “Mono” Latham in the midfield.  There is plenty of belief in the team as they 
prepare for their first foray into finals football, which will be against Old Scotch in the elimination final. 

Final Scores: East Coast:  9.5  (59)   Old Launcestonians:  5.14  (44) 

Swans goals: Hyland 3, Oakenfell 3, Davern 1, Johnston 1, Singline  

Swans Best:  Mason, Tate, Oldham, Latham, Goodyer, Hill  

SWANS ELIMINATE ST PATS 

After a lack-lustre start, the East Coast Swans have powered home in the Elimination Final, to squash St Pats’ hopes of a long- 
awaited premiership.  Jake King was a constant threat to the Swans’ defenders and his mark and goal gave the Saints a handy 
break by quarter time.  Aaron Seen contributed well for the Swans, but with the Saints having kicked the first four goals of the 
game, they threatened to take the game away from the Swans. The Swans’ first goal came from Nick Child and was soon 
followed by one to Goldfinch.  The Swans midfield of Upton, Seen and Evans received great service from Majak Miar, who 
dominated in the ruck.  With a much better performance, the Swans had narrowed the gap to 9 points by half time.  The 
Swans’ saviour in the front half, Shaun Cannon, who was moved to centre half forward with immediate success, kicked 2 goals 
for the quarter as well as being involved in others.  Will Stoltenberg, who had been shifted to centre half back, became pivotal 
in mopping up the Saints ever-decreasing forays into attack.  By the last break, the Swans players sniffed victory, having 
established a 14 point lead.  Their relentless pressure had caused St Pats to become fumbly and inconsistent in their disposal.  
It was more of the same in the last term, with the Swans piling on another 3 unanswered goals. Nick Child took his bag to 3 
majors and he was assisted by Upton and Haley who both added 6 pointers.  At the final siren, it was the Swans who had 
prevailed by a healthy 31 points, in a remarkable turn around.  The win sets them up for another cut throat match in next 
weekend’s First Semi Final against Old Scotch. 

Final Scores: East Coast Swans:  9.12 (66) St Pats:  4.11 (35) 

Swans Goals: N Child 3, Cannon 2, Upton, Evans, Goldfinch, Haley  

Swans Best:  Cannon, Marland, Evans, Upton, Miar, Goldfinch, Seen, Stoltenberg 

RESERVES 

After having had a successful year, the Swans reserves exited the finals after a 31 point defeat by Old Scotch. The first half was 
an even affair, with the Swans holding a narrow lead, but the damage was done in the third term with the Thistles kicking 8 
unanswered goals to put the result beyond doubt. The young Swans battled to the final siren, outscoring Scotch in the last 
term. Winger Ethan Hill continued his fantastic form for his team and he was well supported by “mono” Latham, Johnson, Blunt 
and Goodyer. Although defeated, there have been lots of great performances from Kodie Joseph’s team this year. 

final scores:  Old Scotch:  12.2 (74) East Coast Swans:  6.7 (42) 

Swans goals: Davern 2, Mason, Hyland, Hill, Oakenfell 

Swans Best:   M Latham, Hill, Fleming, Blunt, Goodyer, Mason  
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Welcome all to another fortnight at the Centre, beginning with some great news about a recently secured State Government 

grant of $12,000, to help purchase a golf greens mower.  What a wonderful asset this will be, as we can semi-retire our old 

mower to grooming duties whilst the new mower continues to serve us in making our lovely greens even better; another much

-needed boost for our club.  The new purchase will be made as soon as possible.  Also high on the list is our memberships at 

present, the club deciding to keep our fees at $70.00 for full membership, $35.00 for junior and social memberships, along 

with the usual fees for golf capitation of $57.00 and bowls affiliation $90.00.  Whilst on the subject, we have at present 14 new 

members signed up, an increase in numbers we haven’t seen for a very long time; we hope this trend continues, as it is a sure 

sign that all the hard work going on at the club is not going unnoticed, so keep up the good work.  If you are interested in 

joining, please contact the club and keep this wonderful trend going. 

We have ‘Coops in the Kitchen’ this Saturday, backed up by Alain and his wonderful desserts, at present almost fully booked 

out as we go to print, so hurry for the last couple of spots.  The next meal in September will see Chef Max to the max in the 

kitchen with his ‘Gordon Blue’ delights; more information on this one next issue.   

Bowls will soon be on the agenda as the season is rapidly approaching.  The green is looking great after some grooming and 

fertilizing, and a working bee will be organized soon to do some aesthetic work on the grounds.  This year, we have our regular 

pennant season and a trial of a Tuesday game for any bowler to come along and have some fun in a midweek competition.  

Also, there is the RSL games on Mondays, around seven in all, organized by Jeff Matters and the hard-working crew, along with 

some State Representative games; should make for some busy but interesting times.   

Our resurgence in golf continues to gather momentum, with good numbers participating in local and regional events.  Great to 

see so many people having a game and also hearing the positive comments about our great little course.  

Members Draw:  Last week Dean Squires, and this week the wandering Danni Turner; no collect.  Be there about 8.00pm to 

collect your prize. 

Footy Tipping:  Tamatha about to retire from work, cleaning up 

both weeks and showing how it’s done, but honestly, who would 

be a footy tipster this season? 

Crib Night:  Last one taken out by Mason Mitchell. This Friday will 

see a pairs event, with the club putting up a guaranteed $200.00 

prize; the more that enter, the bigger the prize pool. 

Golf:  Last week, a match play draw between Jeff Matters and 

Macca, with Rod McGiveron and Peter Sorensen, Rod nearest the 

pin. This week saw Jacob Viney and Macca clean up from Peter 

Sorensen and Rod McGiveron, and close third to Mark Carrick 

and Speed, with eagle-eye Rod again nearest the pin. 

By the say, Crows four, Christians nil…. 

Until ‘nest’ time, good hitting and rolling.  
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