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REGIONAL CONSERVATION TEAM TAKE OUT NATIONAL AWARD 

North East Bioregional Network in Tasmania was recently awarded the Australian Institute of Horticulture's ‘Green Space 

Regional Award’ for ongoing works restoring nature and communities. 

“Whilst 2021 may have been a difficult year, the Australian Institute of Horticulture (AIH) recognises the commitment, 

professionalism and excellence of those who have made a significant contribution to the horticultural industry,” said Michael 

Casey MAIH RH, National President, when announcing the winners.  “This year we received a great number of nominations, 

with many coming from outside our membership base, which highlights to us the many projects going on around Australia and 

Singapore that people feel should be acknowledged and recognised.  The AIH wishes to congratulate all nominees and 

recipients of awards for 2021, and wish everyone the best for their projects and future endeavours,” he concluded. 

The North East Bioregional Network (NEBN) is a non-profit community-based incorporated association dedicated to the 

protection, maintenance, and restoration of the natural environment on the East Coast of Tasmania, which was established in 

2002.  NEBR undertakes a wide range of activities in support of ecological goals including ecological restoration.  The impacts of 

this work are impressive in terms of preserving, reclaiming and conserving previously degraded landscapes back to verdant 

healthy eco-systems. The NEBR Network have a long history of successful eco-restoration projects in this region.  

In 2021, Highways and Byways Ltd, a charity supporting disadvantaged 

communities in rural Australia, partnered with NEBR to run a 20-week eco-

restoration program employing four previous unemployed local community 

members, Nathan Stevenson, Dan Donaldson, Scott Ryan and Mark Wallace, 

pictured right.  The program was titled ‘Restoring Nature and Communities’, 

and was a 20-week program of ecological restoration and best-practice land 

management in the Break O’Day municipality, managed by Todd Dudley.  The 

work has involved pine control at Skyline Tier,  as part of the “Restore Skyline 

Tier” project to restore 350ha of Radiata pine plantation land back to native 

forest, other native forest regeneration work, and removal of invasive species in 

areas such as a threatened forest community in the Bay of Fires Conservation 

Area at Binalong Bay. 

The award rounds off a very successful year for Todd, having taken out state, national and international awards.  

Congratulation, Todd, Nathan, Dan, Scott and Mark, on achieving such a fantastic result! 

The team of workers employed through the 

‘Highways and Byways’ partnership program. 
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ABORIGINAL ELDER REMEMBERED AND HONOURED 

On Saturday 4th December 2021, almost 600 people travelled to Tebrakunna/ Cape Portland area to attend Mannalargenna 

Day Festival, including a large group flying in from Flinders Island, many from the east coast of Tasmania and a bus load of 

people from south of Hobart, supported by the South Eastern Tasmanian Aboriginal Corporation (SETAC) as well as visitors 

from the north and north-west coasts. 

Mannalargenna was an important leader of the Pairrebeenne/Trawlwoolway clan of the Coastal Plains nation.  He was revered 

for having power over the wind. As an important leader of his clan, Mannalargenna played a negotiator role with Tasmanian 

Aboriginal people to relocate to Wybalenna, on a promise by George Augustus Robinson that they would one day be able to 

safely return to their clan lands.  Robinson broke his promise and as a symbol of this betrayal, Mannalargenna cut off his long 

ochred hair and beard. On December 4th 1835, Mannalargenna died at Wybalenna on Flinders Island. 

Since 2015, on the first Saturday in December each year the descendants of Mannalargenna meet on clan country to 

celebrate his life and our continuing Aboriginal culture.  In the spirit of reconciliation, this celebration is a public event and all 

are welcome. 

This event took place at a new site this year, closer to the beach, which provided considerably more shelter from the winds. 

The official Welcome to Country was officiated by Aunty Patsy Cameron and there was also further welcome given by Nick 

Cameron, Chairperson of the Melythina Tiakana Warrana Aboriginal Corporation board.  The opening included ochre and 

smoking ceremonies, followed by Treenoner Dance Group dancing for the first time at the location.  Her Excellency, the Hon. 

Barbara Baker AC and Emeritus Professor Don Chalmers attended, along with the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Roger Jaensch, 

Leader of the Opposition, Rebecca White, Michelle O'Byrne MP, John Tucker MP, Tania Rattray MLC and Dorset Mayor Greg 

Howard.  There were taster plates available of cultural food, enjoyed by participants over lunch time.  There were 

opportunities to engage with the artists-in-residence in the art exhibition marquee and, and to learn about working with 

natural resources in the women's, men's and mixed circles.  Snakes Alive were on site for those brave enough to pat a reptile.  

Discovery Rangers and a very active tent kept the children entertained with interesting activities.  Bridport Surf Life Saving Club 

were on beach patrol for those brave enough to venture into the water.  

Professor Greg Lehman spoke on what is to be an Aborigine in the 21st century, with special guest Professor Marcia Langton 

AO and PhD candidate Tahlia Eastman and Linguist Stephen Nolan also addressing the audience. 

At 3.30pm, in acknowledgement of the time of his passing, an important memorial 

ceremony to Mannalargenna took place.  This was powerfully lead by Dave Gough, at 

the Stingray memorial art installation on Country.  The memorial features granite 

boulders representing Mannalargenna and a number of ancestral grandmothers who 

are important to many Tasmanian Aboriginal people today. Before the end of the day, 

many enjoyed a walk on Country with Aunty Patsy Cameron, who discussed the 

revegetation of the area, bush foods and medicines.  

MTWAC would like to acknowledge that this event occured with the support and in 

conjunction with Woolnorth Renewables. We thank them for their ongoing support 

and generosity towards our Mannalargenna Day Festival.   MTWAC would also like to 

thank the Tasmanian State Government, Dorset Council, Break O’Day Council, NRM 

North, and Timberlands Pacific for their contributions towards our special event.  We 

also wish to acknowledge that the exceptional artists’ space and the memorial art 

installation project was made possible by the Australian Government’s Regional Arts 

Fund, which supports the arts in regional and remote Australia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Information and photographs courtesy of MTWAC) 

Some of the nearly 600 people who attended the Mannalargenna Day Festival. 

Mannalargenna Memorial Boulder 
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48 Main Street       Phone 03 6372 2181 

St Marys  7215  Hosts: Tony and Bronwyn 

OPEN FROM 11.00AM, 7 DAYS A WEEK 

NEW MENU NOW AVAILABLE 

Dine-in and takeaway meals available 

Lunch  -  12.00pm  -  2.00pm (Wed—Sun) 

Dinner  -  5.30pm  -  7.30pm 

Pasta night every Tuesday 

(Bookings preferred for all meals) 

GUEST ARTISTS, SUNDAYS FROM 3.00PM 

 12th December: The Rennies 

 19th December: Henry Rippon and Saree  

    Salter 

YOUR FAMILY-FRIENDLY LOCAL HOTEL 
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FINGAL FOCUS  

Contributed by Mike Brouder 

Three things that identify Christmas  -  peace on Earth, goodwill to all men and  

“Batteries not included”... 

We left Southampton in November 1947 on the “Asturias” bound for Australia, an exciting prospect for me as a 15 year old.  
Our three week journey out was relatively uneventful, except for the time while I was watching some ‘stuff’ being loaded into a 
hold and, standing too close to the action, I was hit by a thick hawser across my shoulder, just missing my head.  The hawser 
was being released to the deck crew below.  I was on the boat deck overlooking the proceedings, and the wire rope hit me on 
its way down.  Needless to say, I was told to leave immediately, while the crew heaved a sigh of relief that no-one was 
seriously hurt, particularly a youth.  Imagine all the paperwork if I had been seriously damaged…..there was enough paper work 
reporting to the captain!  Anyhow, that was just a shipboard episode on the way out.  

We arrived off the coast of Western Australia and the ship rolled from side to side in the swell, so that at one moment we 
could see nothing but sea, and the next moment we could see huge sand dunes on the shoreline.  We were welcomed to 
Australia by Mr Arthur Caldwell, Minister for Immigration.  Apparently we were the largest contingent of migrants to arrive at 
one time in one ship onto the shores of Australia.  There were approximately 2400 of us.  After all the Customs protocol had 
been finalised, we were - is the word herded? - onto busses which took us to our first destination in Australia.  This was an 
disused Army camp at Swanbourne.  I, along with dozens of other youngsters, thought it was exciting.  The adults didn’t.   

It was now into December and Christmas was getting near.  The thought around the camp was to get some Christmas gifts for 
the small children in the camp.  This was not our usual Christmas.  We had not realised that December in Australia was summer 
and could be pretty hot.  We weren’t exactly flush with money.  We found things to do around the camp.  One thing which we 
all enjoyed doing was working in the kitchen, peeling spuds or doing things with other vegetables in preparation for meals.  The 
kitchen staff were very friendly and provided us with morning tea like you’ve never seen.  I got a job working in the canteen 
which was run, or owned, by a one-armed ex-Sergeant Major in the Australian Army.  He was very kind to me, and said that he 
knew he could trust me not to eat all the profits.  He was right, and I enjoyed the work, not just serving, but keeping the stock 
up to date.  

The days passed, and we went into Perth on a free bus ride.  It was great to see an Australian city, and there was so much fruit 
on display!  So many things were still under strict rationing in England - oranges and bananas and apples and pineapples (which 
I had never seen before) and absolutely no rationing here.  

We wondered about Christmas Mass and we were told that a Midnight Mass would be said at Greylands.  I think we walked  to 
Mass.  I do remember walking on the highway, and the night was quite light from a clear sky and a bright moon.  I also recall a 
brightly-coloured snake flattened on the road.  It was fairly small, but had  black and yellow hoops.  We arrived at the small 
church and were welcomed by the priest, who was in shorts and a coloured sleeveless shirt.  When he put the vestments on to 
say Mass, he started to sweat profusely.  I really enjoyed that, our first Mass in Australia.  We walked “home” and sang 
Christmas carols on the way.  An enjoyable experience.  

Christmas Day arrived and we were taken to a different place for the Christmas dinner.  I cannot, for the life of me, remember 
the name of the place, but I do remember that it was very hot!  Our last Christmas in London was such a contrast to our first  
Christmas dinner in Australia.  It was 1946 and the war was over, it was winter and cold.  If we pooled our ration coupons 
together, we could stretch to a traditional turkey.  It was always such fun, especially for us younger ones, we didn’t do so much 
of the preparation of the meal.   

There was always a lot of laughter at our Christmas dinner and a feeling of pleasure. I suspect that Mum and Dad got a lot of 
pleasure from seeing the family all together in such harmony.  Jenny and I got the same pleasure in later years when we sat 
down with our own family at various times.  At our first Australian Christmas dinner, we sat down in our various groups of 
friends and acquaintances for our meal.  We, as a family, were invited to sit with a  group from the camp staff.  The dinner was  
delicious and consisted of turkey, roast potatoes, stuffing, ham and a whole lot of goodies that we wouldn’t normally associate 
with Christmas.  I forgot to mention that the temperature for that day, our first Christmas in Australia, was 106 degrees 
Fahrenheit or 41 degrees Celsius.  We also welcomed a friendly magpie who was also intent on enjoying his Christmas dinner 
with us.  He/she walked to whoever had some food on a fork.  The bird only flew twice; first when he/she arrived at our group 
and then again to leave. Otherwise, the bird  almost strutted around comfortably and occasionally warbled in that strange way 
that magpies do.  I have come to love that sound, in the morning especially.    

A Christmas to remember, our first in Australia.  In the ensuing months and even years, there were to be many ‘first time in 
Australia’ episodes.  Our new life had begun, and our future was to be as Australians, eventually anyway. 

This will be my 74th Christmas in Australia, and I count my blessings being here and being Australian.   

May you all have a beautiful Christmas, filled with the full joy of Christmas, whether you are a believer or not. 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS and we hope for a pandemic-free 2022! 
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“GIVE THE GIFT OF EAST COAST TASMANIA” TO SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Tasmania’s East Coast is one of the state’s jewels, with visitors drawn to it’s relaxed pace, stunning 

natural beauty, fantastic food and fresh produce, and world-famous beaches and mountain biking.  

Tourism is vital to the East Coast’s local economy, supporting regional jobs and businesses in towns along the coast. 

Australians are being encouraged to “Give the Gift of East Coast Tasmania’ this year, to support jobs and local businesses in 

the tourism sector.  The campaign showcases participating businesses who have gift vouchers and or mail order - online 

shopping  -  available, to purchase products and experiences, including: 

 Freycinet Paintball and Campground    Wineglass Bay Cruises 

 Bay of Fires Eco Tours      Scamander Sanctuary Holiday Park 

 Bicheno Penguin Tours      Twamley Farm, Buckland  

 Freycinet Marine Farm      The Farm Shed East Coast Wine Centre and 

 Devils in Dark at East Coast Natureworld, with many more listed on  the website. 

CEO of East Coast Tasmania Tourism, Rhonda Taylor, said the campaign would inspire and encourage Australians to buy travel-

related presents this year, and for those who can’t travel just yet, bring a piece of Tasmania’s East 

Coast into home right across the nation.  “Finding someone the perfect gift can be hard.  To make your 

present shopping a breeze, we have put together a list of East Coast Tassie businesses who offer gift 

vouchers or on-line shopping for you to ‘Give the Gift of East Coast Tasmania’.  We’ve got you covered 

with everything from accommodation to tours and adventures, to wine, spirits and local produce,” Ms 

Taylor said. 

The ‘Gift of East Coast Tasmania’ campaign will run until the end of December 2021.  Participating 

businesses are listed on the website, of-east-coast-tasmania 

 

http://www.eastcoasttasmania.com/give-the-gift-of-east-coast-tasmania
http://www.eastcoasttasmania.com/give-the-gift-of-east-coast-tasmania
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ARCHBISHOP OF TASMANIA VISITS EAST COAST PARISH  

On the weekend of the 13 and 14th November, His Grace the most Reverend Julian Porteous visited the Parish of St Helens to 
celebrate the conferral of the Sacrament of three Confirmations within the Mass on Analou Emeterio, Kerry John Tatnell and 
Fillippa Vickery, who also received the Sacrament of Baptism and was received into the Catholic Church. 

Although not the best weather, it didn’t dampen the attendance of their families and parishioners.  The new Presbytery was 
also blessed. This is a new building in the grounds of the St Helens and St Stanislaus Church for Parish Priest Father Norberto. 

After the celebration, a beautiful meal was shared by all who attended, mainly cooked by the ladies of the Phillipino 
community. 

On March 5th 2022, the Parish of St Helens will be celebrating 100 years since the first Parish Priest, Father  William 
Fitzpatrick, made St Helens his home.  He served in this Parish for ten years, and supervised the official opening of the new 
Church of St Helena and St Stanislaus, on 5th March 1922. 

This will be a great time for parishioners both old and new to join in the 
celebrations, and a wonderful way to catch up with friends that have since left the 
Parish and settled in other areas of Tasmania and beyond. His Eminence 
Archbishop Julian Porteous will once again be concelebrating Mass on that day at 
3.00pm, followed by afternoon tea, along with lots of photographs and displays 
depicting past Parish Priests and Nuns who have served in the Parish since 1922, 
and events that have taken place over the past 100 years as well.   

There is an open invitation to all the parishes around Tasmania to come and join us 
on Saturday 5th March, from 1.30pm. 

ST HELENS CATHOLIC PARISH TO CELEBRATE CENTENARY  -  

CAN YOU HELP? 

In 2022, the St Helens Catholic Parish will be celebrating its Centenary, and 

are looking for any photographs or memorabilia that anyone in the area 

may have concerning the Parish. 

If anyone has anything of importance, old photographs or newspaper 

articles pertaining to the church, could you please get in touch with Mary-

Ann Wadsworth on 0407 812 768, Ann Marie Blunt on 6376 2608, or Father 

Norberto at the Catholic Church at St Marys. 

St Helena and St Stanislaus Catholic Church, St Helens. 

CANINES UNSAFE LEFT IN CARS  

With the weather now warming up, the RSPCA is warning people that it can take less than six minutes for an animal to die in a 
hot vehicle. 

Jan Davis, RSPCA CEO, says “Temperatures in a car can rise to dangerous levels and can rapidly reach more than double the 
outside temperature, even on mild days.  Tinting, parking in the shade or leaving the windows open do not help to reduce the 
inside temperature significantly.  The RSPCA receives many reports of animals left in vehicles.  We're aware of one dog which 
died earlier this week.  This should never happen." 

Many owners don’t really understand what happens to a dog’s body in overheating and heatstroke.  If a dog’s internal temper-
ature goes above 41°C, it is at risk of heatstroke, which only 50% of dogs survive.  Some breeds are more susceptible than oth-
ers - large dogs, dogs with short faces such as bulldogs and boxers, and overweight or long-coated dogs are most at risk - but 
every dog has the potential to suffer from heatstroke.  It doesn’t have to be boiling hot for this to happen either; when it’s 22°C 
outside, the inside of a car can easily reach 47°C within an hour. 

Even mild heatstroke is an emergency.  Treatment of heatstroke is intensive and difficult, and the sooner it is started the 
better.  If you think your pet is affected by heatstroke, you should immediately seek the help of a vet.   

Causing animals to suffer in any way is a criminal offence - you can be fined or even spend time in jail.  “Sadly, every year, de-
spite the warnings and despite the help of the media to relay the warnings, some people don't listen. As a result, animals suffer 
- and some will die,” Ms Davis said.  “People should never leave their animals unattended in vehicles or even on the back of a 
ute, even for a short period of time.  Better still, pet owners should leave their animals at home during 
the warmer months, and make sure they have plenty of water and shade.  Losing your best mate in such 
horrendous circumstances would be devastating. So please never, ever, leave your dog in a car.” 

If you see a dog in a car on a hot day, you must first call the RSPCA animal cruelty hotline on 1300 139 
947, then phone the police on 131 444. 
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SEE YOU AT THE RACES! 

The St Marys Pacing Club will be holding their annual Race Meeting on New Years Day 2022 at St Marys.  Last year, we had to 

abandon the meeting due to being unable to comply with the COVID-19 restrictions at the time.  The good news is we believe 

we can comply with the regulations now, and full-on organising is taking place.  Tasmanian Racing has scheduled six races, and 

hopefully we get enough horses acceptances that we may be able to hold seven races. 

The St Marys Cup will be the major race, in which horses are racing for $14,000 prize money.  There will be a major raffle, and 

free raffles for boys and girls.  The ‘Fashions on the Field’ are a highlight of the day, with age groups for boys and girls and the 

Ladies.  Cense Business Group at St Helens is again the major sponsor of the Fashions on the Field event.  There will be a free 

jumping castle for the children to keep them entertained all day.  Pony Trots will be racing down the straight, and we are 

trying to have the double-seated sulkys there that will enable four patrons to have the chance to do a hot lap behind a horse, 

with the assistance of a professional harness driver.  In the past, the lucky people who have had their name drawn out have 

enjoyed the once-in-a-lifetime chance to sit behind a horse at full speed.  

The races will be sponsored by Gazzman Home Comforts St Helens, SKA electrical, 6TY Guineas, and Harris Funerals, and will 

feature the Eric Bean Memorial St Marys Cup, and a new race sponsored by the Wilson family, which will be named after late 

Life Member and former patron Peter “Wombat” Wilson.  

The meeting will be a non-tote event, which means that only on-course betting will be available, and there will be no tote van 

as in the past, but we have three bookmakers booked to win yourself some pocket money. 

COVID-19 restrictions at the time of this notice will require patrons to wear masks, and patrons 

will have to scan in the QR code with their phones or sign in. Social distance, fenced areas for 

drinking etc will be in force, so it will be a bit different from past years, but at least we have the 

chance to continue the tradition of bringing in the New Year at St Marys Races in its 140th year. 

We will keep you updated on our Facebook Page. 

Craig Woods, Secretary. 
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51 players teed off in the Johns Family Charity Golf Day, 

played in perfect conditions. 

ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF DAY RAISES FUNDS FOR LIFELINE 

The annual Johns Family Golf Day took place on a day with perfect weather, supporting a worth-while charity event. 

Saturday 27th November saw 51 players enjoy playing a 3-person Ambrose game, preceded by a sustaining breakfast, cooked 

at the club, with help from local politician, Brian Mitchell.  

A special thanks was extended to the Johns family for organizing the event, and Club President Andrew Johns thanked every 

player for supporting the event, as well as the ladies and gentlemen who provided the wonderful array of foods available on 

the day. 

RESULTS 

Glen Woods/ Malcolm Woods/P Buchanon  69/60 

Chris Saunders/ Andrew Wright/B Young   62/60.1 

Mark Austin/S Bennett/D Bramich    66/60.8 

G Powell/G Campbell/G Boxall    65/63 

Jim Rankin/Andrew Lowe/David Lowe   71/64 

Craig Woods/Jye Baldwin/Andrew Lohrey   70/64.2 

Randall Wadley/J Smith/J East    73/64.5 

Ashley Stone/John Vincent/G Richardson   72/64.6 

S Brazendale/N Richardson/Tony Arnold   78/65.5 

L Brazendale/G Baker/Damien Levelle   77/66 

Andrew Johns/Lucy Johns/Paul Johns   71/66.5 

D Knight/P Knight/G Booth     73/66.8 

Sam Johns/Stephen Lowe/Hamish Lowe   77/67.5 

A Johnson/S Gelston/S Martin    77/69.2 

Rod Hunt/Gary Lanham/David Duthie   84/70.5 

Nathan Hayes/Alex Johns/Riley Plummer   86/71.5 

Kareena Gale/Ricky Gale/Julie Gunton   89/75.9 

 

Sponsors were thanked for prizes donated for the raffle.  

All proceeds of the day will be donated to Lifeline, which is a non-profit organisation that provides free, 24-hour telephone 

crisis support service in Australia. Volunteer crisis supporters provide suicide prevention services, mental health support and 

emotional assistance, not only via telephone but face-to-face and online.  

If you are struggling, feeling alone or fearful for the future, you can call Tasmanian Lifeline on 1800 984 434 between 8am and 

8pm, 7 days a week.  

Nearest The Pin: 1st and 10th Glen Woods 

        4th and 13th A Wright 

        6th and 15th Glen Woods 

         8th and 17th Mark Austin  
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In less than a week from now, unless something pretty drastic happens, our borders will be re-opening after COVID-19’s long 
drag on travel over almost two years.  Whilst this is great for families and friends that has, in many cases, caused lengthy 
separations, the inherent risk of an outbreak is savagely increased of course.  We all understand that….or do we?  I, for one, am 
hoping that complacency will not be evident after December 15th.  Actually, I'm equally hopeful of exactly the opposite, and 
we will demand adherence to a vigilant approach, as visitors once again flock into our beautiful and safe state.   We simply 
cannot afford to do anything else, can we?  The evidence is clear that hand sanitising, safe distancing, maybe using masks 
where applicable and the like will help minimise public transmission of COVID-19, and also isolating correctly if the need arises, 
without making a federal case about it.  

Also expecting that every person that can safely be vaccinated is vaccinated.  I must admit that for a good while, I was one who 
held off getting my jabs.  I ended up being quite tormented about it.  One day though, I picked up the phone and rang the 
COVID-19 Information Service, and honestly spoke to a guidance person about my concerns.  The lady was equally honest and 
upfront, and even though she told me that it's not absolutely certain that the vaccinations will not have an adverse reaction, 
the simple fact was that if it did, the person would by definition be at huge risk of very bad outcomes if they contracted COVID-
19.  It made perfect sense, as did a few other facts she gave me.    

I ended up having my shots and have had no reaction to speak of. That said, I know that not everybody has an unimpeded 
reaction, and it would be wrong to say otherwise, but should those people catch the virus they may well not fare as 
good without being protected, according to the guidance person I spoke to, and many medical professionals before and since.  

There was a time not very long ago that I can honestly say I was not sure I was going to get inoculated, because I had medical 
queries that bothered me a great deal, so far be it from me to preach to others about having the shots.  All I'd say is this; if you 
have doubts and are not vaccinated, do what I did and talk to one of the experts or your local GP honestly and openly.  It might 
just give you a new perspective.  It may also not do that.  If you are unvaccinated, there will be limitations on what and where 
you can do and go, of course, and that is all part of the conundrum that some still face as the borders begin to re-open.  

To all, whether vaccinated or unvaccinated, please take responsible actions, make sensible choices and, hopefully, that alone 
will make us all safer over time.  

What do you think?   
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It is that time of the year; Christmas has snuck up on us again, we are all busy running around doing our final 

shopping, cleaning & baking of treats for the family. 

I would say most of us have our tree organised and I guess they are all looking beautifully decked out.  However, if 

you don’t have a tree yet and do not want to go all out with a large tree, consider a small conifer or potted pine.   

There are many small pines or conifers that look really beautiful, and you can wheel the tree in each year and 

decorate with your favourite little Christmas treasures.  In an environmentally-conscious society, this is a lovely 

way to enjoy your tree, especially if you are going away and don’t want to come back to putting away all the 

decorations off a large tree.  Or perhaps you live in a small home and do not have the space for a large tree; a live 

tree can solve that problem. 

A ‘Sester Dwarf’, Blue Spruce, is a small conifer that looks great in a 

clay pot.  It can be enjoyed outdoors all year round and enjoyed at 

Christmas-time inside.  Thuja orientalis Aurea Nana (Golden Biota), 

or book leaf pine, is another great looking small pine that can be kept 

in a nice pot. 

There are many varieties that can be enjoyed, but it is best to get in 

touch with your local nursery and get a few tips from the experts as 

to what will suit your own area, and the care needed.  As with all 

plants, regular watering, feeding and repotting every year or two is necessary for a 

healthy tree. 

Be kind to your plants and each other, and may there be lots of Rainbows and Radishes, 

and an abundance of Peace and Joy to you all at this special time of the year. 

Merry Christmas! 

Bloomin’ Iris 

Blue Spruce, 

‘Sester dwarf’ 
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Harris Funerals 
St Helens, Bicheno & Fingal Valley 

We are here when you need us. 

Burial or cremation, traditional or  

unique funeral services available. 

Office & Chapel:  

46 Tully Street St Helens 

6376 1153 ~ 0418 133 420 
tamara@harrisfunerals.com.au 

Member of the  

Australian Funeral Directors Association 

UNITING CHURCH 

Corner Grant Street and Seymour Street, FINGAL 

Regular Services: 

1st and 3rd Sunday of month: 10.00am 

2nd and 4th Sunday of month: 11.15am 

For further information, contact Joan on 0458 598 870. 
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ANGLICAN CHURCH CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

12th December  

9.30am Carols & Nine Lessons @ St Paul’s, St Helens  

7.00pm Family Carols on the Grass at St Paul’s, St Helens 

 ~~ A Combined Churches Event ~~ 

19th December  

7.30pm Pyengana Christmas Communion 

24th December  

11.15pm Christmas Eve Service, St Paul’s, St Helens 

25th December     

9.30am Christmas Day service, St Paul’s, St Helens 

9.30am Christmas Day service, Holy Trinity, St Marys. 

 ‘WITH ONE VOICE BREAK O’DAY CHOIR’   

Feel Good, Do Good, Sing for Good 

 

Our choir sessions are held at the Scamander Sports Complex, 1 Old Coach Road, Scamander on Tuesdays, 5.15 - 6.30. For 

more information contact Liz on 0439 001 533. 

What a year it has been!  It began with the unexpected need for a new conductor.  The 
ensuing search for applicants, auditions, interviews and final decision making was an 
arduous experience.  Its downside was the attendant angst and uncertainty.  The upside 
is that once that process had taken place, our choir community adjusted, regrouped and 
thrived!   

We’ve welcomed new songsters into the fold, some have stuck like glue, others have 
busy lives, so come when they can, and we miss them when they can’t.  Others have 
come and gone, and we have been grateful for their voices and stories.  So much to 
celebrate! Sadly this songster was unable to attend our Christmas and End of Year 
Gathering, so the ever-exuberant Michelle Gray sent me photos.  Food and venue looked 
fabulous, Christmas attire galore, and smiles all over the place.   

 

And wait, there’s one more event to come, another live tour!   

You can find us carolling this Saturday, 11th of December: 

 9.30 -10.30  St Helens, outside the Market,  

10.45-11.15  Scamander, at the River Mouth Park,  

11.45-12.30  St Marys, at the Skate Park. 

 

So all that remains is to wish everyone the happiest of Christmases and safe passage into 
2022, with gratitude for what has been, and optimism for what is to come.  

“Feel good, do good and sing for good.”   

Hilary, Liz and Michelle. 

Enjoying the festive fare. 
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IN OUR SCAMANDER GARDEN …. 

So what have we been up to?  Steve has done more tiling and started a bit of paving.  We have done some planting and more 

painting, though not finished yet.  What I find most beautiful are the water irises 

flowering in a most spectacular way.  I nearly cut one, thinking it would not last in the 

strong wind, but it held its head high and said ‘I am strong’, so I replied “I am 

woman!” 

Do you like the look of the blue seat?  It was 

white before, but I prefer it this way.  It was my 

idea to paint the boxes purple.  It is the flowers 

in the fish pond that inspired that decision.  We 

have had a bit of trouble with snails, but our 

chooks are doing them in.  We just gather them early in the morning and chuck them 

over the fence.  That way the snails have a chance to live.  We have had little rain, so 

there has been our watering rounds.  There is a lot of garden at our place.  Sadly, I 

neglected one area, and we saw many cherries on the ground through stress from our 

neglect.  Naughty Peggy!  I might not get enough for my cherry chilli sauce and cherry jam, that will fix me.  Out the back, the 

sweet peas are having a ball, climbing up whatever they can find to lean on.  Liliums are waltzing in the breeze, some orange 

and others a strong pink to red, and ever so tall next to the silver birch. 

As far as veggies go, the brassicas have just about finished, we enjoyed the red beet and scrumptious lettuce.  Oh, but I must 

tell you our neighbours Terry and Helen have been handing me some of their white onions, they always grow better at their 

place, and they are whoppers and so sweet.  I ask, ‘Did that hurt?’ and Terry says, ‘A little’ as he grins.  But isn’t that the best 

presents to give, the ones we’d like to keep for ourselves?  One thing Steve and I enjoy is walking along picking the raspberries 

and strawberries and, yes, many do not get to the kitchen bench.  The peas and corn are starting to take off, my tomatoes are 

very slow but some have fruit forming.  The potatoes have white flowers and others a purple colour.  I gently teased around 

the edges and got a pot full of new potatoes to go with a juicy piece of steak.   

Our little red-head chook has not been herself lately, and I told Steve I think she is dying, her head is tucked under her wing 

and she is sitting under the apple tree.  Well, I was about to dig a hole and thought I’d just check her one last time and sit with 

her to the end when, blow me down, off she ran and was mixing with the best of them, scampering off to the neighbouring 

paddock.  Talk about a second wind!  Now she seems to have taken to hogging the nest, so I said to Steve, ‘I think she is 

sitting, and if so I want her to have chicks as I like the red hens, they are the most gentle and don’t run away as if they think I 

am going to chop their head off.”  So if she is still there when I go out to check tonight, I’ll get Steve to carry her to the big 

shed  -  no, not the one in the sky!  And there she will find some peace as two others fat chooks were trying to sit on top of 

her to lay their eggs earlier.  Really, can a girl get no privacy? 

‘Till next time, Peggy. 
 

INTERNATIONAL COMIC POPS UP IN AVOCA   

Facing a sold-out audience, Randy Feltface popped up in Avoca on Sunday 27th November, and reflected on his experiences 

during the initial lock-down on mainland Australia. 

Because he couldn’t return home, Randy decided he would become a 

comedic troubadour, travelling from place to place, getting to know the 

country and experiencing the widely-varied culture of the big island.  His 

tale of travelling between gigs in the desert left the audience in stitches, 

and his conversation with a previous audience member was interesting to 

say the least! 

The audience were part of the show, sharing their careers and returning 

Randy’s flak with quick repartees which hit the funny bone of most of the 

audience members.  “I love Tasmania,” he said, “and look forward to 

coming back to this great little pub.”  

Randy has promised to return in 2022, so keep your eye out for his next performance.  Details will be in The Valley and East 

Coast Voice. 
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Moo Poo   

Phone Normie 

6372 2380 

 

 

 

Free 

Wi-Fi 

6.00am - 9.00pm  

We have more than books.  

Borrow a DVD, CD or magazine. 

Search our website and order a 

title from anywhere in the 

state. Check out our e-

resources too. It’s all free! 

 

eLibrary: www.libraries.tas.gov.au 

St Marys Library  

31 Main Street, St Marys 

(03) 6387 5602 

Eastcoast RC Flyers 

Remote-control flying every Sunday at 145 Reids Road,  

Priory (St Helens) from 9.00am. 

Visitors welcome.  

Phone Paul on 6372 2529 

for more details. 

Crossword  53.22 
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ST MARYS TIP SHOP  

The St Marys Tip Shop Volunteers have been busy making things, creating demonstration projects that can be recreated at 

home. These projects have all been created from materials found 

at the Tip Shop. Visit the Tip Shop and see the: 

 raised garden bed  

 worm farm  

 bird houses (available for purchase) 

 vertical gardens (available for purchase) 

 

The Tip Shop volunteers can assist you with your upcycling ideas. 

Whatever your needs or wants, it pays to check out the Tip Shop first. Check out the ‘St Marys 

District Hospital Auxiliary Tip Shop’ Facebook page. 

 

A big thank you to the local businesses and residents supporting and 

promoting the Tip Shop and contributing to its ongoing success. All funds 

raised are going to St Marys Community Hospital.  

 

The Tip Shop hours are Tuesday and Thursday 10.00am-3.45pm and Sunday 

2.00-4.45pm.  

 

You are always welcome at the Tip Shop.  
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DECORATE THIS STOCKING, READY FOR SANTA TO FILL! 
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HOSPITAL 
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HOSPITAL 
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making our race day on New Years Day an event for our 

Political advertisements are paid for by the members, and do not reflect the political views of the Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House, its board or staff. 

CASH BOOST FOR LOCAL ROADS AND INFRASTRUCTURE IN BREAK O’DAY 
  

The Morrison Liberal Government is funding more improvements to local roads and community infrastructure with $1,294,812 

provided to Break O Day Council for local projects.  

Liberal Senator for Tasmania, Claire Chandler, announced that councils across Lyons would receive the funding under the third 

phase of the Government’s Local Roads and Community Infrastructure (LRCI) program. 

“This latest round of funding will enable the council to take projects off their wish list and turn them into reality, while at the 

same time creating jobs and providing an economic stimulus to local businesses.  We know that fixing and upgrading local 

roads, footpaths and other infrastructure is a priority for both residents and councils, and the Morrison Government is 

partnering with local government to do that,” stated Senator Chandler.   

“The funding injection would help drive local recovery from the impacts of COVID-

19 as regions get ready to return to business as usual. The program encourages 

councils to use local businesses and workforces to deliver projects where possible, 

meaning the benefits from the funding continues to flow on to local families.  

Round 3 of the LRCI is yet another example of our Government continuing to 

stand shoulder-to-shoulder with councils and the communities they serve, 

delivering the funding needed to create more liveable regional communities,” she 

concluded. 

For more information on the $2.5 billion LRCI Program, including the guidelines 

and allocations for the $1 billion third phase, visit: 

investment.infrastructure.gov.au/local-roads-and-community-infrastructure. 

(Information courtesy press release by Senator Claire Chandler.) 

 

https://investment.infrastructure.gov.au/about/local-initiatives/local-roads-and-community-infrastructure/resources.aspx
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Harcourts Gold Brooch Day Tuesday 30th November 

Lesley Kellaway   102/74 

Bobby Harwood  102/80 

Maryanne Ennis  104/77 

Beth Haas   107/77 

Margaret Thompson  117/81 

Gonnie Creemers  118/75 

Putting: Lesley Kellaway 

Gold Brooch Winner: Lesley Kellaway.  Congratulations! 

 

Jackpot Stableford Wednesday 1st December 

Dave Cannon  38 

Brad Ennis  34 

Jim Haas  33 

Rose King  29 

Dick Swanson  27 

Jens Kalisch  26 

Graham Little  23 

B Munro  22 

Shan Williams 21 

Nearest The Pin, 8th: Dick Swanson 

Longest Putt:   Brad Ennis 

Lefties v Righties Saturday 4th December Stableford 

Total Scores:  Lefties   30.71    Righties  29.86 

Rose King   44      Lesley Kellaway     35 

Margaret Thompson  32      Shan Wilmot      34 

Matty Miller   31      Maryanne Ennis, Rodney MacBeth, Drew Wilson  33 

Jim Haas   30      Nigel Wallace      32 

Jodan Longfield  28      Darren Bramich,  Tim Upton   31 

Graham Little   27      Rod Niven      29 

Shan Williams  23      Gonnie Creemers     28 

          Beth Haas, Dick Swanson    27 

          Brad Ennis       24 

          Marie Dunn      19 

Nearest The Pin: 2nd, Matty Miller; 3rd, Rose King;  6th, Tim Upton;  8th, Graham Little. 

Longest Putt: 9th Mark Bywater  Carter Award: Marie Dunn 

At the Annual Club Presentations on Saturday 4th December, the committee was thanked 

for keeping the club running, and all volunteers were thanked for all the hard work they 

had put into keeping the course in “Augusta-like conditions”.  

CHAMPIONS 2021 

A GRADE  Drew Wilson 

B GRADE  Shan Wilmot 

C GRADE  Graham Little 

GOLD MEDAL  Mark Bywater 

MEN’S FOURSOMES Matty Miller and Normie Austin 

MIXED FOURSOMES Brad Ennis and Maryanne Ennis 

MIXED FOURSOMES NETT Rodney MacBeth and Carolyn Stingel 

BEST DRESSED Jodan Longfield 

LIFE MEMBER  Jim Haas   -  pictured right. 
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It is great to see some good things happening around the club again this fortnight, with our membership still climbing as 

people take advantage of our wonderful facilities and what they offer.  At last count, the numbers have climbed by 27 new 

social and full members; what a fantastic thing for a small country club, as we have been on a decline, as most clubs have in 

recent times, but much more work to do as usual to keep the doors open and our members happy.  We host the Probus Club 

on Wednesday for a Christmas lunch, and around 30 guests will fill the club for some great food and desserts, all down to our 

wonderful catering and bar staff that will keep the patrons well fed and full of cheer.  Our own Christmas break-up will be on 

Saturday 18th December, a lovely meal followed by a Secret Santa for those who wish to participate.  This will be a members, 

helpers and invite evening only, as we feel the need to congratulate everyone on such a great job they have all done over the 

past twelve months. 

On to some bowls news, we have our annual Clive Berwick Triples on Monday 27th December, thanks to the assistance of 

Drew for the day.  Numbers are filling fast and at present there are only two spots left in the field, so be quick to put your team 

in, as we have limited numbers and we work on a first-in-best-dressed basis.  Now to pennant, two weeks ago we went down 

to Bicheno and after a close-fought afternoon of bowls, we eventually went down by 20 shots.  The score did not indicate the 

improvement the team has produced over recent weeks.  Last week, we travelled to Swansea and managed to pull off our first 

win of the season, surprizing both us and the opposition.  All rinks were very even, with us coming up trumps by 9 shots 

overall.  This now keeps the competition more even, and we look for more improvements over the next few games prior to the 

break. This week we host the hot-to-trot Scamander team on our turf at home, a very hard task indeed, but confidence is a 

little higher in the troops at present.  The following week will be against Bicheno, also at home, let’s hope we can produce a 

couple more wins along the way.  It Is also encouraging to see the new faces at training on Thursday night, a number of 

beginners keen to try their hand, great to see. 

Members Draw:  Last week, Tamatha Grose, who clocked out sick earlier in the evening and Murphy’s Law prevailed, probably 

didn’t make her feel any better either.  Last week, Blackie’s number came out, followed half an hour later by his entrance in to 

the club, no cigars, either.  

Crib:  Not quite the new club record of three in a row that Jeffrey Matters was looking for, as Jason Mitchell took the honours 

this time.  This Friday, we are making a switch to euchre, as requested by the participants.  Games start at 6.30pm if you want 

to participate. 

Opening Hours:  Thursday 5.30pm, Friday 5.30pm including crib every fortnight, Happy Hour at 6.30pm and members’ draw at 

8.00pm  -  you have to be a member and present to collect.  Saturday;, during and after bowls, Sunday 2.30pm.  Come over for 

a relaxing quiet ale, when you can, amongst friendly people, you will enjoy it. 

Until next time, good hitting and rolling. 
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Avoca Post Office 

Avoca General Store 

Fingal Post Office 

Hayshed  -  Fingal 

Mathinna Post Office 

Coach House Restaurant  -              
St Marys 

C & D’s IGA  -  St Marys 

Hilly’s IGA  -  St Marys 

Hilly’s IGA  -  St Helens 

St Helens Newsagency 

Scamander Supermarket 

Mouth Café - Scamander 

The Farm Shed  -  Bicheno 
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