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MAKE YOUR VOTE COUNT! 

Tasmanian councils are the closest level of government to the community.  They are responsible for representing the interests 

of their communities and delivering local services and infrastructure.   

The local government elections allow you to elect councillors who you think best represent you.  Changes to legislation in 2022 

mean voting in local government elections is compulsory under the Local Government Amendment (Elections) Bill 2022. 

Council elections occur every four years. There are 9 councillors being elected in the Break O’Day municipality.  To nominate 

and vote in the local government elections, you must first enrol with the Tasmanian Electoral Commission (TEC).  If you are 

enrolled to vote on the State or Federal Electoral Roll, you are already enrolled for local government elections.  To be sure that 

you're enrolled to vote, you can check your enrolment details at the TEC website: tec.tas.gov.au 

Enrolled voters will receive a voting package in the mail between Monday 3rd and Wednesday 12th October 2022.  In addition 

to ballot papers, each pack includes information about the candidates standing for election and includes a guide on how to 

complete and return the ballot papers. 

Once completed, you need to return the completed ballot paper in the reply paid envelope. 

Voting opens on 3rd October and must be received by 2.00pm Tuesday 25 October.   

St Marys will host a ‘Meet the Candidate’ event; see the notice on page 3 - with one held at  St Helens on Wednesday evening. 

In the Break O’Day municipality, 9 councillors are being elected, and you must mark at least 5 boxes.  This is so that 

preferences can be given if a candidate doesn’t receive enough votes to be elected. 

For the position of Mayor and Deputy Mayor, only 1 box needs to be marked, and the candidate must be elected as councillor 

before they can be elected as Mayor or Deputy Mayor.   When you have marked them, you can take your voting papers  to the 

Break O’Day Council chambers, but they must be completed and in the sealed envelope provided, and be there before 2.00pm 

on Tuesday 25 October 2022. 

This is YOUR chance to have the people you think will represent you in Council discussions and decisions on the Break O ’Day 

Council. 

 

(Information from Tasmanian Electoral Commission website.) 

 

https://check.aec.gov.au/
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ADVERTISING RATES  -  2022 

 

Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House 

Valley and East Coast Voice  

Advertising rates for all community groups 

Regular articles i.e. news of current activities/events and general  
information will, at the discretion of the Editor, be carried free of 
charge.  Community group announcements up to 5 lines or business 
card size are free, anything larger will be charged at 50% of current 
rates. The decision regarding whether or not an article attracts  
advertising fees is the Editor’s. Groups will be advised of any cost  
before going to print. 

Private community announcements/private classifieds are free for 
one issue.   

Articles for publication may be left at the Fingal Valley 
Neighbourhood House, St Marys Pharmacy, posted or emailed.   

We do not accept responsibility for the accuracy of information  
provided by contributors.  

For online advertising or any other advertising queries, please  
contact the editor. 

valleyvoice@fvnh.org.au 

(03) 6374 2344  

PO Box 322  Fingal  Tasmania  7214  

Annual posted subscriptions are $69 and annual online 

subscriptions are $20 per year.   

24 HOUR EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS 

Abuse & Assault Services 1800 737 732 

Ambulance, Fire & Police  000 

Crime Stoppers  1800 333 000  

Digital Mobile Phone Emergency Service 112 

Poisons Information 13 1126 

SES:  Flood & Storm  emergencies 13 2500 

TasNetworks 13 2004 

TasWater  13 6992 

Business Card Size ads $15 

Intermediate ads $18 

1/4 Page ads $25 

1/2 Page ads $40 

Full Page ads $60 

Permanent Classified ads $20 p.a 

Opinions in any letters published are not 

necessarily those of the Editor, staff or 

volunteers.  

Our pages remain open to fair and honest 

criticism so that, on all questions, both sides 

may be presented, but any submissions 

containing personal attacks/libel/slander will 

not be accepted.  

Kindly do not attack the Editor, the paper or 

the authors of previous articles.  

All articles for submission, including letter to 

the Editor, must bear the author ’s full name, 

town of residence, address and phone number.  

The address and phone number will not be 

published but are for verification purposes 

only.  Letter writers will be given the chance to 

respond over a suitable period of time.   

Subjects may be closed at the Editor ’s 

discretion.  Please make sure of your facts. Do 

not write submissions just to let off steam.  

Articles most commonly published are those 

relating to current community issues.  

Keep articles short, simple and to the point.  

Letters are restricted to 300 words or fewer.  

The Editor reserves the right to edit any 

submission for grammar, spelling or reduction 

in size where necessary.  Whilst we value and 

welcome community input, the Fingal Valley 

Neighbourhood House does not provide 

specific feedback regarding any decision made 

not to publish a submission.  

The Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House  

reserves the right at all times, without notice, 

to update, change or amend our guidelines. All 

information is correct at time of printing.  

This newspaper is about the Fingal Valley and the East 

Coast, and the people who live here.  If you have a 

story you would like to share, or a suggestion for an 

article or regular column, please contact the Editor.  

You can show off your literary talents and submit it 

for consideration, or the Editor can write it for you.  

Photographs are important too, so try to include 

them, with some information as to where and when it 

was taken, what the occasion was, and who is in it. 

We also like to tell people about our sporting history, 

and tales of sporting prowess and vanished sporting 

events are also welcome.  

Email me at: valleyvoice@fvnh.org.au 

Elizabeth 

Editor  -  The Valley and East Coast Voice. 

mailto:valleyvoice@fvnh.org.au
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JUNIOR FOOTBALL PLAYERS AIM HIGH 

This football season, the East Coast Swans under 16 teams at times were unable to field a full team, so a number of under 14 

players were called on to fill the gaps.  

Connor French, Tysen Gamble, Daniel Cook, Jakih Curtis, Thomas Robinson and Ned Blunt were asked by their Coach Rowan 

Jordan if they were willing to play for the under 16 team, and they jumped at the chance.  Noah Bourke also played a game 

with the under 16 team. 

“I knew it would be tough,” said Daniel Cook.   Connor French agreed, adding, “I thought I could learn how to play a better 

game, so I said yes.”  All found it a challenge, especially 

Thomas, who moves up to the under 16 team next year, 

and said, “I would get to see how different the next level 

of football would be.” 

When asked why they play football for the club, most of 

them said that being with friends and meeting new 

people were major reasons.  However, travelling to other 

parts of the state can mean that the day is long and 

tiring, and they saw this as something that they don’t like 

as much.  “If we play in Deloraine or Scottsdale, we have 

to spend nearly a couple of hours getting there, then we 

play the game and clean up and come home,” said Tysen, 

“and that’s a long day.” Coach Rowan added.   

When asked why he chose these players, Rowan replied “I thought that they could benefit from playing up a grade.  The game 

is a bit different, and the opposition are bigger, so they were kept on their toes.  They played really well, and started to  gel 

with the members of the under 16 team.”  He continued, “They would be able to add to the skills they already have, and 

seeing where they could need to improve.” 

Next season, Thomas and Daniel will be moving up to the under 16 team, while Connor, Tysen, Jakih and Ned will remain with 

the under 14 team.  

“I’ve enjoyed seeing the players grow and develop, gaining  skills which they can carry through, both on and off the field.  They 

did a great job, and we are proud of how they coped with playing a higher grade of footy,” Rowan concluded. 

Under 14 coach Rowan Jordan, with Connor French, Tysen Gamble, Daniel 

Cook, Jakih Curtis, Thomas Robinson and Ned Blunt. 
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The Valley and East Coast Voice will be celebrating 55 years of publication next year, and in each issue, we will be replicating a 

page from a past copy of ‘The Valley Voice’ in each issue.   This issue, we feature a page from Volume 41, Number 9, published 

Thursday 25 September 2008, commenting on Council Amalgamation.   
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CAREERS IN THE SHEARING SHED  

This presentation, as part of the Jobs and Education Fair held in St Helens on 8th September, was a fascinating and informative 

demonstration of sheep shearing and wool handling, held at a shed on Argonaut Road, St Helens.  Three groups of high school 

students were given the opportunity to learn about careers in shearing and wool handling, industries which provide year-long 

work, on-the job-training, and good wages and conditions, and we went along as volunteers. 

The students were bussed there to watch Steve, from Rigby Shearing, demonstrate shearing Merino sheep from Malahide.  

Not only did he show the students how to shear the sheep, he explained the finer points of ethical wool production, a process 

demanded by wool buyers nowadays.  This involves positioning the sheep correctly so that their backbone is cushioned, 

knowledge of the pressure points and other delicate areas on the sheep, and should the sheep get a cut during the shearing, 

an injection is given of local and the cut stitched -  no more "Tar here, Jack!"  

When the sheep was shorn, Petrisse Leckie (who is a wool handling trainer from AWI) took over.  First, she showed the 

students how to gather up the fleece and then how to throw it with a flicking motion, so that it lands on the table all spread 

out ready to be skirted, which is pulling off the tatty bits around the edge of the fleece where the wool gets stained.  This 

readies it for the wool classer, who plucks staples (small tufts) from the fleece in order to grade it.  She explained what's meant 

by the term ‘micron’, by which the wool is classed.  It's the number of crimps in a staple, which determines the quality of the 

wool for the buyers.  She had staples of different micron fleece for the students to see and feel, explaining that there are 

many different wool types, from fine merino used for garments worn close to the skin, up to the coarsest wool used in carpet 

manufacture.  She also passed around pieces of cloth woven from different types of wool to illustrate the finished products. 

These two wool industry professionals were great teachers and it was evident they were very 

used to teaching raw beginners. As well as answering all the students' questions fully, 

they outlined the various jobs and career opportunities in the shearing shed, reinforcing their 

willingness to take on novices and teach them on the job, straight from school. They 

then encouraged the students to have a try at shearing a sheep, and to try gathering up the 

fleece in the correct manner and throwing it onto the makeshift table.  While many of the 

students had never seen anything like it before, having never touched sheep or raw wool, quite a 

few were keen to have a go, and under the instruction of these experts, they got the knack.  

Maree Swanson and I were invited to take part in the day, with 

the idea of showing the kids the end result of what happens 

to wool straight off the sheep's back, and how it becomes the 

yarn which is later used for knitting and weaving.  Maree set up 

her spinning wheel to spin the bits of wool (called rovings) 

which had been combed to remove burrs and mud by me, from 

staples of the super soft fleece which Steve had shorn from a 

ewe just minutes before.  

It was a most enjoyable and informative day, guaranteed to spark the interest of some of the 

students seeking a steady job and a rural career path.  As far as I recall it, the jobs for both 

men and women in the sheds include some or all of the following:  

      - shearing the sheep,  

      - handling and throwing the fleece,  

      - keeping the floors around the shearer and table free of skirted wool using a paddle,  

      - classing the wool.  

It is optional whether you live in on the farm or commute home after the day's work.  Training is provided on the job, and 

special study sessions are also available to gain further skills.  The wages are good and, after gaining experience, you can travel 

the world and always be assured of a job.  Positions are available as we speak, so if you are interested in giving it a try, ring 

Steve on 0428 533 061, or Petrisse on 1800SHEAR and give it a go. 

We learned so much from Steve and Petrisse and the merino wool was a joy to work with.  No wonder it is so highly prized! 

(Article by Wendy Dawson, photographs courtesy BODEC.) 

Note: A round-up of the Jobs and Education Fair will be in the next issue. 

Maree, left, and Wendy, right, 

demonstrated wool being spun 

and combed straight after it was 

shorn from the sheep. 

A student has a try at shearing, 

watched by Steve Rigby. 
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MEET THE ST MARYS OP SHOP VOLUNTEERS 

This issue, we meet the co-ordinator, Janet Drummond. 

Janet has been associated with the St Marys Op Shop for about 12 years, and started as a volunteer.  When the previous co-

ordinator had to take time away due to health issues, Janet  stepped into the role.  “I had experience managing Op Shops 

back in the UK, and thought it would be temporary,” she 

said.  “I moved to St Marys from Sydney about 15 years ago, 

and live on a small property just outside town with my 

husband, who I frequently rope into doing odd jobs and 

furniture movements for the Op Shop,” she continued. 

Janet’s background is varied; nursing, working with victims 

of family and sexual violence, homeless  support services, 

family support services.  “Then I studied law as a mature-age 

student, so I now have a Bachelor of Laws and a Bachelor of 

Jurisprudence, which led to me working in the Australian 

Human Rights Commission and in community 

development.”   

When asked what she enjoys most about being a volunteer, 
Janet replied, “I really enjoy co-ordinating the volunteers, 
helping with training needs and watching them grow into 
their roles. I focus on well-being as a big part of our 
volunteer team. Truly, I love every aspect of my role, 
working in the store, setting up policies and procedures, the 
whole gamut.  I really enjoy working with, and allowing, our 
volunteers to bring their skills and ideas to the op shop and 
to develop them.  But then I am probably biased being the 
co-ordinator.  Hours and jobs can be tailored to suit the 
individual.  I have seen volunteers grow so much in their 
roles.” 

Janet is currently a local government elected member 
coming to the end of her second term (8 years) at the Break 
O’Day Council and is running for Mayor.  

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer at the St Marys Op Shop, contact the Co-ordinator, Janet Drummond on 6372 

2889. 
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CELEBRATING THE NORTH EAST’S BIRDLIFE 

 

If you enjoy watching delicate Honeyeaters and Wrens in your garden, Pied Oystercatchers 

and Cormorants in the Bay, the majesty of the Wedge-tailed Eagle, or wish to learn more 

about Tasmania’s endemic species, you may enjoy sharing this passion with other like-

minded people. 

The Bird Observers of the North East (BONE) group meets the first Wednesday of each 

month and travels to nearby locations: Binalong Bay, Falmouth, St. Marys etc. for about an 

hour or so, recording birds seen or heard.  This group has been gathering for more than 10 

years now. 

Morning tea is shared on return to our vehicles. 

You don’t need to be an expert to attend, just have an interest in learning more about the 

varied bird life of our region – bush and coastal environments. 

A pair of binoculars and sturdy enclosed shoes is all that is needed. We attempt to 

choose readily accessible areas for our ramble.   

It’s a great way to enjoy the outdoors, travel to new locations and learn more 

about the local birdlife in a very relaxed social atmosphere. 

The bird species are recorded and shared with Birdlife Australia as part of its 

ongoing monitoring of our bird populations. 

 

For further information contact Nat Walter:  0400 750 364. 

Superb Fairy-wren 

The Tasmanian wedge-tailed eagle is slightly 

different to that found elsewhere in Australia. 
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Jane Caro is a feminist, social commentator, writer and lecturer who worked for many years in advertising.  She is familiar to 

ABC audiences as an outspoken and feisty contributor on panels such as ‘Gruen’, ‘The Drum’ and ‘Q&A’.  In 2019 she produced 

a book, Accidental Feminists, and we read it for Book Group during September. 

Prompted by statistics revealing an alarming number of women over 50 who experience homelessness and poverty, Caro sets 

out to explore the reasons behind this.  Over 13 chapters with provocative titles such as Hags, Crones, Witches and Mothers-in-

law and Slags, Sluts, Gossips and Staceys (attractive females for ‘Chads’), she explores common 

attitudes to women and impediments to progress towards equality. 

Caro was born in 1957, making her now 65.  She calls herself a late Baby Boomer, and it is to the 

cohort of women over 55 that she addresses her attention.  She labels them "accidental" 

feminists, because they inherited the frustration of many of their mothers, who had stepped into 

paid jobs and the consequent kindled sense of strength and independence when the men went off 

to the Second World War, only to be sent back to their ‘place’ as homemakers when the men 

returned.  The Second Wave of feminist writers and thinkers such as Gloria Steinem, Betty Friedan 

and Germaine Greer captured the imagination of Caro's generation, and the release of the 

contraceptive pill and no-fault divorce offered women new freedoms.  Baby Boomers were 

encouraged to study and follow career paths, but society's attitudes were not keeping pace.  With 

child care scarce and expensive, many women were forced to make choices between raising a 

family and having a career, with the result that many did not amass the savings and superannuation of their male colleagues.  

Equal pay for equal work is still being argued over.   

Each generation, it seems, needs to be made aware of the progress that has been made because of the first two waves of 

feminists, and the barriers that face women and not men in our society.  Today, double standards and sexist attitudes still 

prevail, though Third Wave feminists such as those in the ‘#MeToo’ movement in the US and Grace Tame in Australia are 

having their effect. 

Few of our group felt entirely positive about Caro's book.  She adopts a chatty, conversational tone with many personal ‘asides’ 

in parentheses.  These breaks in the flow of her sentences we found, at times, annoying and strident, turning her arguments 

into repetitive ‘rants’.  She wants us to be angry like her, but her final chapter, Strategists, Policy Makers and Problem 

Solvers does little to sum up her argument or show a way forward. 

We all need to be reminded of the inequalities that women still endure.  The difficulties and interruptions of pursuing a career 

while raising a family often put women at a disadvantage financially as well as professionally.  Those experiencing divorce and 

the consequent loss of assets are confronted with housing difficulties and sometimes finding employment when over 50 and 

faced with the "invisibility" of the older woman, simply find themselves in poverty.  
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 48 Main Street       Phone 03 6372 2181 

St Marys  7215  Hosts: Tony and Bronwyn 

 

OPEN FROM 11.00AM 

7 DAYS A WEEK 

NEW MENU NOW AVAILABLE 

Dine-in and takeaway meals available 

Lunch  -  12.00pm  -  2.00pm  

Dinner  -  5.30pm  -  8.00pm 

Pasta night every Tuesday 

(Bookings preferred for all meals) 

GUEST ARTISTS, SUNDAYS FROM 3.00PM 

   2 October  Puddle Monkeys 

  9 September  Brooke Banderas 

   

YOUR FAMILY-FRIENDLY LOCAL HOTEL 
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Last week we were sitting around having a talk at the Sports Centre about the town of St Marys.  One of the things we all 
agreed on was something that made me really think about this topic.  We agreed, and without too much hesitation, that in a 
town of about 800 people, there was a lot more than ever of that population we don't actually know that well, if at all.  If you'd 
told me that even 20 years ago, I would have thought you were nuts.   

I don't say that our newcomers are deliberately doing that, far from the truth, but it is kind of sad that a lot of our folk are not 
necessarily as involved as they once were.  There are, no doubt, many reasons for that, but wouldn't it be great if our 
community had more avenues to getting new residents to be a bigger part of it.  My guess is that other Fingal Valley towns are 
much the same  -  probably Fingal falls into a similar category these days.  

Many moons ago, one of our newer residents at the time (Annette Wines) couldn't also help but notice a certain apathy we 
had.  Even though she was quite new to the area, it didn't stop her getting a fabulous community group called ‘St Marys 
Association for Community Development’  (SMACD) up and running to help enhance and improve our town.  She, you could 
say, rallied the local troops and so many of the town took great pride in creating a number of community projects over quite a 
few years.  Annette didn't stop there, and with some serious lobbying and help from some well-known locals, sought and 
successfully got running the Community Access Centre in the old Westpac Bank premises, and even got traineeships up and 
running for a couple of people.  It was awesome.  

I wonder if it's not time again to investigate something similar, maybe with a focus on local attractions and ingenuity, and not 
just St Marys but the whole Fingal Valley.  While that might happen, maybe also it might create an avenue for some of our 
newer community members to bring skills and interests to the area if they wish.  

After all, it happened through SMACD once, and we had new and old residents working together, so could it happen again in 
the future?  I'd like to think so, wouldn't you?  

What do you think?  

HISTORY GROUP IS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS 

The Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House History Group are seeking more volunteers. We have many projects to 

get involved in and would like to encourage anyone interested to make contact via email: History@fvnh.org.au or 

leave a message with Shirley on 6374 2344. 

 PROBUS INVITES NEW MEMBERS 

Scamander Probus is inviting new members, and is open to anyone who is retired or semi-retired, living on the East Coast of 

Tasmania.   

We meet on the fourth Wednesday of each month at the Scamander Beach Resort from 10:00am, enjoy morning tea fully 

catered by the Resort.  

Scamander Probus has been a real asset to the township, with friendships made, many happy bus trips during the years and 

excellent guest speakers at meetings.  

Make new friends, learn a new skill, explore new interests and hobbies – there is so 

much to choose from when you become a member of your local Probus Club.  

BREAK O'DAY REGIONAL ARTS 

There have been a couple of requests coming from local owners of buildings in the area that are looking for a mural to be 

created. 

If you're an artist and would have painted large scale work, please let us know and we will forward your details on to the 

owners, who can give more specifics. 

Contact: bodregionalarts@gmail.com 

mailto:History@fvnh.org.au
mailto:bodregionalarts@gmail.com
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BICHENO COMMUNITY MARKETS ARE BACK! 

Although the rain interrupted our full market time on Sunday 

18th September, the stallholders and visitors were pleased 

to be back again.  There were a few new stallholders which is 

always fabulous to see.   

We welcome anyone who wishes to have a stall, and the 

vista of the ocean is a very pleasant backdrop.   

If you would like to have a stall 

then give Jennie a call on 0417 

590 851 and she will send you all 

the information you require.    

The next market is on Sunday 

16th October 9.00am to 1.00pm 

at Lions Park, Waubs Bay, 

Bicheno. 

We hope to see you there. 
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After School Junior Table Tennis  

Mondays at St Marys District School, starting at 3.00pm. 

Adult Table Tennis  

 Mondays at St Marys District School, starting at 4.15pm. 

 

Phone Jack Foreman on 0484 675 044 for more details. 

 
EASTCOAST REMOTE CONTROL FLYERS 

Remote-control flying every Sunday at 145 Reids 

Road, Priory (St Helens) from 9.00am. 

Visitors welcome.  

Phone Paul on 6372 2529 for more details. 
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Our choir sessions are held at the Scamander Sports Complex, 1 Old Coach Road, Scamander on Tuesdays, 5.15-6.30.  

For more information, contact Liz on 0439 001 533. 

WITH ONE VOICE Break O’Day ‘Reconnect and Sing’  -  Binalong Bay 

With One Voice Break O’Day (WOVBOD) choir travelled to Binalong Bay for the fourth ‘Reconnect and Sing’ event on 

Sunday 28th August. The complementary bus departed Fingal and picked up enthusiastic singers at St Marys, Falmouth turn

-off, Scamander and St Helens. 

Binalong Bay Fire group hosted the ‘Reconnect and Sing’ in the Binalong Bay Fire Shed. The fire 

truck made way for over 40 singers to gather in the shed and enjoy group singing. 

Participants were led through warm up exercises which had them moving to rhythms they did not 

realise they could achieve, singing rounds, songs and finishing with Sea Shanties.  The singing raised 

the mood of the group, with one participant stating, “I just love to sing.” 

While the singing was happening, the barbeque on the deck overlooking 

beautiful Binalong Bay was fired up and cooking lunch. The smell of food 

permeated the shed.  Even that was not enough to lure the singers, who 

wanted ‘more please’. 

Singing completed, a beautiful buffet awaited, to round out the event 

with a shared lunch.  All this was complementary, thanks to a community grant from Break O’Day 

Council to support the connection and well-being of residents across the council area, with 

Calows Coaches providing the bus service. 

“Hear Ye, Hear Ye!”  I am the bearer of extremely exciting news for Fingal and Cornwall Folk. 

Starting next term, with the generous support of the Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House, we are 

now able to offer you free bus transport all the way from Fingal to our regular choir rehearsals at 

the Scamander Sports Complex on Tuesdays.  All you need to do is:  

1: give Liz Dean a call on 0439 001 533 to make sure that you’ve 

got a seat, and then  

2: be outside the Fingal Valley Neighbourhood house at 4.10pm or 

at the pick-up point and time in Cornwall that Liz will tell you 

about when you call her.   

So with the weather warming up, and the disincentive of 

navigating the St Marys Pass being removed, you’re all set for a 

term full of song, fun and feeling good. Our first gathering for 

Term 4 is on Tuesday 18th October. 

Here is a very important date for your diary: Tuesday 25th of 

October. We will be bringing all the fun of our singing sessions to 

you at your Neighbourhood House. Our wonderful conductor will 

lead us in song for an hour, beginning at 6 o’clock, then the Fingal 

Valley Neighbourhood House will be doing the catering to provide 

us with a meal.  So come and join us for a mighty fine sing and a 

jolly good feed.  We will finish up at 8.00pm.  Don’t miss this 

chance to come and experience the joy of singing for fun, and 

eating with friends.  All for a gold coin donation!  

A huge “Thanks” to the Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House for 

hosting this event and helping us with transport to our regular 

sessions next term.  We also thank Break O’Day Council and 

Calows Coaches for their support of our series of ‘Reconnect and 

Sing’ events  - community collaboration at its best!  
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SCAMANDER GARDEN CLUB 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

We had a bit of fun at the meeting as Nicci and Sandra showed us the tiny and extra-large chook eggs they had brought in.  I 

can only say, if I had a choice, I would prefer to lay the ‘fairy egg’.  But if I was cooking then I’d go for the whopper. 

Kerryn couldn’t make It, so she let me take a few of her tulips in.  The yellow one with a red stripe got a place and I got to 

bring them home along with some freesia from Kath’s garden.  They reminded me of dear Nanny Pike who also had bluebells, 

and when having an afternoon nap, I’d wake up and look out her low windows, and these patches of pretty flowers would 

meet my eyes. 

Nev Shaw and Bryon Beggs reminded us of their Open Garden on Saturday 26th November, and said to look out for ads in the 

local papers.  This will be a fundraiser event for Tasmanian Laser and Lymphoedema Centre, so there is an entry fee and an 

afternoon tea cost, but well worth it, as they have been working hard to get the gardens to look delightful on the day. 

Unfortunately, the bus trip to New Norfolk had to be cancelled because not enough people could go, so Val our chief 

organiser was understandably upset, as it takes a lot of running around to get approval from property owners and she did not 

like disappointing those we had booked with.  It would seem that with the arrival of higher bills than normal and other costs 

also increasing, some could no longer afford it, and there are a lot of people recovering from various ailments.  Franklins 

Coaches was helpful as well and we did not like disappointing them either. 

We are excited to be having a section at the Festival of Wellbeing at the Bendigo Bank Stadium on Thursday 6th of October.  

Look out for Sandra, who will be helping you make up a small floral arrangement.  We will also have a couple on display 

there, so do come and have a look and if you feel adventurous, have a bit of fun, as this is something the Scamander Garden 

Club is putting on as a gift to the community;  flowers help us feel well and lift our spirits, and creating something with our 

hands can give us a smile too.  We are asking members to pick any kind or size of flowers and foliage from gardens, so we 

have a good supply.  Sandra is keen to have some of our visitors make a bush arrangement too, so any protea, banksia, 

Leucospernum, or Leucadendron type go nicely with that theme. 

September competition results:  

Flower of the Month:  1st  Byron Beggs  2nd Kath Francis  3rd  Margaret Forsyth and Kerryn Curtis 

Any Flower:    1st  Gerry Sonneveld  2nd  Lynn Leary  3rd  Sandra Flannery 

Floral Art:    1st  Byron Beggs  2nd  Sandra Flannery  3rd Peggy Bogar   

Fruit and Vegetables:  1st  Pip and Andrew Simes 2nd  Peggy Bogar  3rd  Nicci Livings 

 

As we will be meeting at a private place for our October meeting, we will not have our usual judging competition.  

Please ring Peggy, Val or Marj if you need details.  There will be a fun activity with a prize. 

     

Peggy Bogar, Secretary 

Nicci and Sandra with their 

eggs. 

Byron Beggs  took 1st prize with this Spring Flower 

arrangement. 
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UNITING CHURCH 

Corner Grant Street and Seymour Street, FINGAL 

Regular Services: 

1st and 3rd Sunday of month: 10.00am 

2nd and 4th Sunday of month: 11.15am 

For further information, contact Joan on 0458 598 870. 
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Free 

Wi-Fi 

6.00am - 9.00pm  

We have more than books.  

Borrow a DVD, CD or magazine. 

Search our website and order a 

title from anywhere in the 

state. Check out our  

e-resources too.  

It’s all free! 

eLibrary: www.libraries.tas.gov.au 

St Marys Library  

31 Main Street, St Marys 

(03) 6387 5602 

Crossword  54.17 

ST MARYS PACING CLUB 

Annual General Meeting  

30th September 7.00pm 

Under the grandstand, St Marys 

All welcome to come along and forward your ideas to 

making our race day on New Year’s Day an event for our 

communities to enjoy.  

Supper provided afterwards  

Enquires, phone Craig 0437742351  
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On Tuesday 20th September, the Suncoast Spinners and Weavers group met at the Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House for 

another enjoyable meeting.  We were very pleased to welcome three new members.  There was a variety of activities going 

on, which included carding and spinning of fleece, weaving on a hand loom, basket weaving and knitting socks and other 

articles.  There is always a wealth of information exchanged regarding sourcing materials, perfecting skills and letting us know 

about upcoming community events.  This meeting, as well as our informal swapping of wool for sock knitting, we had our own 

mini op shop of good quality clothing to choose from, with the 

rest taken to the Op Shop across the road. 

We meet on the third Tuesday of each month from 10.00am to 

2.00pm at the Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House.  

But, PLEASE NOTE, the next meeting will be held at Helen's place 

(Millbrook, on the Esk Highway between Mt Nicholas and 

Cornwall). We do this yearly in Spring and take the opportunity 

to look at her Spring garden and taking cuttings from her 

plants. We also bring cuttings and seeds along to share within the 

group.  Everyone is welcome and please bring your own lunch 

and something to share for morning tea (not obligatory!) 

For further details please contact Megan on 0418 881 315. 

 

(Article and photograph courtesy of Wendy Saunders.) 

Fleece on a hand carder (front), which is carded into rolags 

(centre back) for spinning on a wheel onto a bobbin.  Spun yarn 

on two bobbins (on the right), which are reverse spun together 

into plied wool (back left) ready for knitting.  
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Active4Life Break O’Day 

Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House Inc 

supports a range of activities to promote 

health and wellbeing across the local area.  

St Marys Active4Life is based in the             

community gym at St Marys Recreation 

Ground. The Operating Hours are  6.00am -  

10pm, 7 days per week, 365 days a year.  

New members always welcome. 

St Helens Active4Life programs are held 

Monday and Thursday mornings with 

fitness circuit classes. New participants 

welcome, subject to availability.   

Email Active4Life@fvnh.org.au for more 

information. 
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NO GAME PLAYED 

Upcoming games: 

28th September Mid-week Competition 

1st October  East Coast Surf Monthly Medal - Stroke 

4th October  Harcourts Brooch and Putting 

5th October  Mid-week Competition - Jackppot   

   Stableford 

8th October  Cripps Bakery - Single Stableford 

11th October  Single Stableford 

   Annual General Meeting    

 

COURSE CLOSED 

NO GAME PLAYED 

Wednesday 14th September -  Mid-Week Competition  

1st Darrell Thurley    39 points 

2nd Tim Upton     36 

3rd Scott Saunders    35 

  

Nearest the Pin  6th:    

    8th:  

Longest Putt :     

  

Saturday  17th September  -  St Helens Electrical  -  

Stableford 

1st       

2nd  

3rd  

  

 

Nearest the Pin  6th:    

    8th: 

Long Putt     

Best Gross      

Carter Award      

  

  

Tuesday 20th September -  Ladies Single Stableford 

 

1st       

2nd  

3rd  

4th  

 

Putting:     

Tuesday 27th September  -  Ladies Eclectic Stableford  

1st Sarah Tatnell     34 points 

2nd Bobby Harwood    27 

3rd Maryanne Ennis    27 

4th Rose King     26 

5th  

 

Longest Putt:  Beth Haas   

        

Saturday 24th September -  Grand Final Ambrose 

1st Rodney Macbeth and Caroline Stingel 43 1/3 

2nd  Matt and Craig Cross (on c/b)  45 1/2 

3rd  Darrell Thurley and Errol Bourn  45 1/2 

4th Graham Little and Michael Holmes  50 

5th M Bennetts and L Smith (from Tarraleah) 50 1/3 

6th Tim Upton and Tony Swanson  50 2/3 

7th Darren Bramich and Mark Bywater  51 2/3 

 

Nearest the Pin 6th:  

   8th:    

 

Wednesday 21st September  -  Mid-week Competition   

Only five turned up in the heavy conditions so we all chipped 

in and played skins. 

Dean Richardson came out firing to win   11 skins, 

Darrell Thurley      5 skins 

Tim Upton       2 skins 

 

Course has been wonderfully maintained despite the weather. 

Slowly drying, out lovely playing conditions. 
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Saturday 17th September -  Red Marker Day 

A great day for the inaugural Red Marker Day, a thoroughly 

enjoyable day.  Course is holding up very well considering all 

the rain that has fallen. 

1st Andrew Johns   35 points 

2nd Randall Wadley   27 

3rd David Duthie    26 

4th Rod Hunt    17 

      

Nearest the Pin  8th: Andrew Johns 

 

 

 

Malahide Golf Club hold a Chicken Run on each Friday starting at 10.00am, $4.00 entry.  Saturday competition 

starts at 10.30am and we also have a Facebook page that is updated regularly. 

  Full membership is $235 per annum 

   Social Membership is $50 per annum 

Contact Andrew Johns  -  Club Captain on 0427 854 555 

Saturday 24th September -  Par 

1st DB Lowe    -7                                    

2nd David Duthie    -8   

 

 

Nearest the Pin   4th:  

    8th:    

Friday 23rd September -  Chicken Run 

Today we had  typical Tasmanian weather...sun, wind, spring 

showers... 

1st Mike Prewer    25 points 

2nd Craig Woods    30.5 

3rd BD Lowe    31  

4th Klaus Kobylinski   31 

5th Ashley Stone    34 

6th David Duthie    37.5 

Garry Lanham    10 

   

Nearest the Pin  4th:  Mike Prewer  

    8th: Ahsley Stone 

Upcoming Games: 

1st October -  Red Tee Day   

 

8th October - BBB 

 

Friday 16th September -  Chicken Run 

  

1st  

2nd  

3rd  

4th   

5th  

6th  

 

Nearest the Pin  4th:   

    8th:   

COURSE CLOSED 

NO GAME PLAYED 

What is a Red Marker Day? 

Its a day to attract beginners and people who want 

to start playing 18 holes.  All Red Tee Days will be 

Stableford, and players can play either 9 or 18 

holes.  The next Red Tee Day will be held on 

Saturday 15th October 

It is with great sadness that the club has lost one of its 

Legends, Mr Kim Howe - a multiple winner of the Club 

Championship and a great club man.  Although I 

personally never saw him play at his best, the people who 

did recall he was one of the best golfers who has walked 

the fairway of Malahide Golf Club.  Condolences to his 

family; a great man who will be deeply missed  

RIP Kim  
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On Saturday 17th September, the under 12 and under 14 teams celebrated their end of season ‘Best and Fairest’ count, with a 

function at the East Coast Swans clubrooms.  Parents joined the players in enjoying a light lunch followed by the presentations.  

Club President Steve Walley spoke, reflecting on the past nine years and how the number of junior football teams has grown, 

adding that next year, it is hoped that girls’ teams will be added, to compliment the boys’ and men’s teams.  He congratulated 

all players, and thanked parents and volunteers for their input. 

Under 12 trophy winners were: 

Best & Fairest   Levi Woods   trophy sponsored by SKA power & Control  

Runner up    Cooper Griffiths trophy sponsored by M Fullbrook & J Green  

Most Consistent   Noah Bourke  trophy sponsored by Cense Consulting  

Most Improved   Flynn Bidgood trophy sponsored by Luke & Amanda Griffiths  

Most Courageous   Floyd Groves  trophy sponsored by St Helens Glass & Aluminium  

Coaches award   Ryan Gorham  trophy sponsored by Naiche Watson  

Best in Finals    Ry Bennett  trophy sponsored by SKA Power & Control  

Best First Year Player  Bryce McKimmie trophy sponsored by Fresh Catch TAS  

Coach Corey Bourke, with Assistant Coach Clayton Speers, presented each award, and all team members were also given a 

towel, with the club logo and their name embroidered on it.   

Levi Woods Cooper Griffiths Flynn Bidgood Noah Bourke 

Bryce McKimmie Floyd Groves Ryan Gorham Ry Bennett 

EAST COAST SWANS FOOTBALL CLUB 
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After a short break, the event continued, with presentations being made to the under 14 team.  Coach Rowan Jordan thanked 

the players for giving their best through the season, and also parents and volunteers for their support. He and Assistant Coach 

Steve Austin then presented the winners with their trophies. 

 

The under 14 trophy winners were: 

Best and Fairest  Daniel Cook    trophy sponsored by Wise Move Conveyancing  

Runner up   Tysen Gamble   trophy sponsored by Fingal Valley Electrical  

Most Consistent  Tyler Speers    trophy sponsored by St Helens Barber  

Most improved  Lily Brinsmead and Rhys Zorn trophies sponsored by St Helens Slipway  

Most Courageous Connor French   trophy sponsors by St Helens Glass & Aluminium  

Coaches Award  Jaxon Harrison   trophy sponsored by East Coast Tilt Tray  

Best in Finals   Thomas Robinson   trophy sponsored by SKA Power & Control  

 

Byron Woods received a frame for ‘Leading Goal Kicker in the NTJFA’. 

Each team member also received an orange towel embroidered with their name and the club logo in black. 

 

Daniel Cook Tysen Gamble Tyler Speers Lily Brinsmead Rhys Zorn 

Connor French Jaxon Harrison Thomas Robinson Byron Woods 

EAST COAST SWANS FOOTBALL CLUB 
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On the evening of Friday 16th September, our under 16’s celebrated their end of season best and fairest 

count,  with a two-course meal followed by the Presentation Ceremony.  With the help of Assistant Coaches 

Byron Johnson and Tadgh Blunt, Coach Anthony Blunt handed out the trophies. 

Trophy winners were: 

Best & Fairest    Caleb Broughan trophy sponsored by St Helens Slipway  

Runner up    Tully Watts  trophy sponsored by Calows Coaches  

Most Consistent   Mitchell Calow trophy sponsored by St Helens Slipway  

Most Improved   Max Tolley  trophy sponsored by Zeppelin Fishing  

Most Courageous   Jimmy Freiboth trophy sponsored by Brooke Emery  

Coaches Award   Ashton Gillies  trophy sponsored by Anthon (Bruv) Blunt  

Best in Finals    Tadhg Blunt  trophy sponsored by Kodie Joseph  

 

Caleb Broughan and Tadhg Blunt also received their 100 game medallion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Later in the night, Committee member Tracea Calow was awarded the 

Peter Daikin Award. 

Peter Daikin was an inaugural member of the East Coast Giants committee, 

which was established in 2013.  Peter and the committee at the time 

initiated quite a different opportunity for junior football participation on 

the east coast, with multiple teams commencing participating in the 

Northern Tasmanian Junior Football Association (NTJFA).  In recognition of 

the significant leadership and sustained volunteer effort required, Peter 

and the committee established the Peter Daikin Award, to acknowledge 

outstanding and sustained volunteer contribution to junior football.  Over 

the nine years of participation in the NTJFA, it has only be awarded once 

previously, being to Anthony (Bruv) Blunt.  East Coast Swans president 

Steve Walley had the pleasure of awarding the Peter Daikin Award to the 

second recipient, Tracea Calow.  A founding 

member of the East Coast Giants committee, 

Tracea has fulfilled the role of treasurer 

continuously for ten seasons, along with 

overseeing the canteen and providing 

significance leadership and support in 

numerous capacities.  

Congratulations to all trophy winners and 

everyone for a good season.  

We hope to see you all back for a great 2023 

season!  

EAST COAST SWANS FOOTBALL CLUB 

Anthony Blunt , Peter Daikin Award recipient Tracea 

Calow,  and East Coast Swans President Steve Walley. 

Caleb Broughan 

Tully Watts Mitchell Calow Max Tolley Jimmy Freiboth Ashton Gillies 

Tadhg Blunt 
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EAST COAST SWANS FOOTBALL CLUB 

Huge thanks to Emma Woods, Jaz Snooks and Jessie Groves for supplying the match reports and photographs for the under 

12, under 14, and under 16 games during the 2022 season, and we look forward to more fantastic shots next year.  Here are a 

few more. 

The Valley and East Coast Voice congratulates all East Coat Swans players, and looks forward to reporting on the 2023 season.  
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Hi all  

The trout season has kicked off in style, with some cracking fish in great condition have been taken on various methods from 

the rivers and lakes around the state. Lowland lakes Four Springs, Toombs Lake and Lake Leake have been popular with 

anglers.  The South Esk river has been producing some good size trout, with the floods providing the trout with plenty of 

worms and grubs to dine on.  

During a recent fish in the river, an eleven year old local lass out-fished her father and brother while fishing in a quiet 

backwater.  The trout were feeding and tailing along the edges looking for a free feed of worms and frogs, and despite the 

young angler getting some helpful advice on where to cast her worm from her father, she had her own plan and watched the 

trout while feeding along the edge, and flicked a cast into the trouts’ feeding path and was rewarded with a lovely fish and 

much excitement.   

Beach fishermen are catching some nice catches of Salmon off beaches such as Four Mile Creek and Mariposa, baits of 

pilchards and artificial popping bugs doing the trick. 

Fishing reports 

1st September, Scamander River: a quick trip to see if any bream were schooling up, but a very disappointing trip with only 

four fish boated. 

6th September, South Esk River: the river was in flood and a quick look around the few back-waters resulted in no fish being 

seen. 

22nd September, Scamander River: Thursday afternoon trip for a flick or two, but the water was a touch dirty and only 

managed one Bream to the net. 

24th September, Scamander River: not to be deterred by the poor day on the Thursday, a trip down on Saturday morning was 

organised.  The weather was atrocious, with a cold south-westerly wind and rain at Fingal.  A few comments were spoken in 

the car on the way, as to what the hell are we doing going fishing in this weather and hoping the fishing gods must take kindly 

for our dedication, to result in some good fishing.  The day was cool and wet but not too uncomfortable, and the fishing was 

slow to say the least in the river itself.  A decision was made to go fish the mudflats heading into Trout Park; we picked up ten 

or so fish on hard body lures and a new lure for Scamander called a sprat soft plastic that did the trick.   

25th September South Esk River, Evercreech area: walked along the river flicking into a few quieter areas out of the main 

stream of the river for a couple of smaller trout, and then fished a drain running into the river, which is in places only a meter 

wide, resulted in a nice specimen taking the lure at my feet.  A quick walk was conducted along the edges of the dam at 

Evercreech looking for any fly life hatching.  There were a few red spinners flying along the dam wall, which is encouraging to 

see, as red spinners normally start hatching around the middle of October or Launceston Show Week, as the old past 

fishermen would tell.  There was a small hatching of midges on the water with no fish on them.  Before leaving, a trout was 

noticed ringing in shallow water around reedy bullrushes growth with no real possibility of landing this fish, even if somehow 

one may have hooked it, but when you see a fish feeding you’ve got to have a go; right, so a quick fly change to a small 

tadpole fly made out of a bit of seal’s fur with a foam head I use to keep the fly from sinking into the weeds, was sent out into 

the path of the fish and waited for the fish to show itself near the fly, and sure enough, a ring appeared near the fly.  So a 

quick small strip of the fly line resulted in an eruption of water, with the fish taking off for deeper water with my fly in its 

mouth for next time.  A few unprintable words said, but satisfied to have the chance at this fish in such shallow water and 

really knowing that I was never going to land and photograph that fish anyway, given its location. 

Nature is a wonderful thing and the insect world, whether aquatic or land-based, is quite incredible.  It was noticed that during 

the evening of the couple of calm muggy days we had during September, that the cockchafer beetles were hatching and flying 

around the house at dark; in years gone past, these nights were like gold to be on the river with these types of evenings and 

some great dry fly-fishing was had, using dry fly cockchafer beetle imitations.  Sadly, nowadays with the farming practices on 

cropping and the use of pesticides to eliminate the cockchafer grubs from the ground, we don’t see the thousands of beetles 

hatching along the rivers as once was the norm.  I used to fish with a couple from New Zealand who spent six months in New 

Zealand and the summer months here in Tasmania (what a life!)  Basically, the time spent here was centred around fishing and 

their first month back was in the Valley from middle of September to October for the cockchafer and the red spinner hatches 

in the South Esk and Break O’Day rivers.  “Oh to have those days back,” one can only hope, with the wet weather we’ve had, 

I’d expect this trout season to be a very good season once things settle down, with plenty of water and food for the trout to 

grow strong.   Until next time, stay safe.  
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Spring is well and truly here, fine days, wet days, sunny days and cold days, all mixed in with the amazing amount of growth to 

keep our intrepid course crew very busy, but doesn’t the place look great, well done to you all.  We also owe a great deal of 

gratitude to our local council and their staff, Jason and Murray, for the top job they did of the shade cloth around the bowls 

rink, not only in a short period of time but it looks absolutely fabulous as well, also for the new non-slip ramp that leads to the 

rink that used to be a danger when wet, thanks to you both for your efforts.   

Of course, we shouldn’t forget our wonderful cleaning and catering staff, who keep things tidy and everyone well fed.  Our 

Friday night Spring Specials are still being enjoyed by those that attend, and the meals have been an absolute treat.  And what 

about the effort this week of Craig and Hayley, who put on an amazing feed of curried scallop pies and sticky date pudding for 

the well-attended Freiboth Bash Ambrose Day, the course was absolutely water-logged but by the look of the faces in the club 

house afterward, it didn’t seem to matter.  Nice to see first-time players Ashton Gillies, Murray Bennett, Vince and his family 

and Judy Freiboth all having a go, scores below.  Added to this was the Veteran Golfers here on Thursday, with 26 hardy souls 

competing, local players Peter Sorenson and Rod Hunt firing an amazing round of 44 stableford points to take the spoils, Rod 

certainly showing the benefit of the pro-golf clinic he attended a couple of weeks back.  We are supposed to hold our annual 

night golf this weekend, but we will have to keep more than one eye on the weather, as any more rain will see the course 

closed as we struggle to get our mowers on the course to cut the grass, let alone causing the boggy conditions making it nearly 

impossible to play.  A message will be sent to alI in the event of the evening being postponed.   

After all this, bowls training finally started Thursday evening and was well attended, busy times but great to see the place 

jumping.  Nan Stuart Day is upon us, starting at 11.00am on Sunday 9th October at Scamander: all those who wish to play, 

please put your name on the list inside the club house.  This also goes for the people wishing to play mid-week bowls. 

Member Draw:  Last week Jeff Matter and this week Rick Stillman, still no collect, so the fuel jackpots to $70.00. 

Golf:  Freiboth Bash 3-person Ambrose, 42 the Gledhill Crew, 39 Jim and Beth Haas and Kath Blair, 35 Speed and Macca, 28 

Rod Hunt, Murray Bennett and Rodney McGiveron, 27 Craig, Hayley and Wally, and the winners on 22.5, Judy, Jimmy and 

Ashton.  Well done to the young crew.  Golf now reverts to Sundays, with tee off at 10.00am, $5.00 entry and feed. 

Footy Tipping:  Tony Dawson is at it again; thought he’d do something silly and take Geelong by 100 points, to him goes the 

cash, not so silly after all..  

Opening Hours:  

Thursday - 5.30pm.   

Friday - 5.00pm, Spring Specials Meals, Happy Hour 6.30pm till 
7.30pm, Members Draw 8.00pm.   

Saturday - 1.30pm after golf.   

Sunday - 2.30pm. 

Until next issue, good hitting and socialising. 
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Avoca Post Office 

Avoca General Store 

Fingal Post Office 

Fingal Valley Supermarket 

Mathinna Post Office 

Coach House Restaurant  -              
St Marys 

C & D’s IGA  -  St Marys 

Hilly’s IGA  -  St Marys 

Hilly’s IGA  -  St Helens 

St Helens Newsagency 

Scamander Supermarket 

Mouth Café - Scamander 

The Farm Shed  -  Bicheno 
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